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             CSA FALL PROGRAMS!  

15th	ANNUAL	HOUSE	PARTY	AND	JAM	! 

    SATURDAY September 15:  The 15th Annual House 
Party and Jam, in West Hartford.   This is a fantastic 
opportunity to share your songs on a great sound 
stage, and to have other talented musicians join in 
with you if you wish. 
    Great food, great people,  great networking, and 
great fun, Hosted by CSA’s John Pytel.   

   Beginning at noon, Sept 15,  46 Sunrise Hill Dr,  
West Hartford CT.  Details  on page 3 and at the 
CSA website. 

CSA	SONGWRITER	SHOWCASE/OPEN	MIC:		
Sept	25–		This	popular	Monthly	CSA	Songwriter	
Showcase	series	continues.			Join	us	from	7pm-9pm	at	
Groton	Congregational	Church,	162	Monument	St	in	
Groton.		Here	is	a	great	opportunity	to	present	your	
songs	to	an	appreciative	listening	audience.		Get	new	
fans	and	followers!		If	you	want	a	performing	slot	for	
the	months	ahead,			email	us	NOW		info@ctsongs.com.	 
					Even	if	you’re	not	performing	on	a	particular	night,	
come	and	hear	some	great	music,		support	your	fellow	
artists,	so	that	they	will	come	and	support	you	when	it	
is	your	turn.   Music,	Food	and	Fellowship	is	always	a	
winning	combination.		IN	ADDITION,	proceeds	from	this	
series	benefit	local	meal	programs.			 
		

IF	YOU	WOULDF	LIKE	A	PERFORMING	SLOT	AT	THE	
OPEN	MIC,		Email	US	IN	ADVANCE	AT	info@ctsongs.com	

COMING	OCT	20:		CSA	Workshops	and	Song	Contest	at	
the	Farmington	Valley	Acoustic	Music	Festival	!	

 
CRITIQUE SESSIONS 

Following regular CSA programs, as time permits, 
there will be a critique session. To participate in 
the critique session, members may bring a song on 
CD (or do it live), with 15 copies of typed lyric 
sheets, and receive constructive feedback. Critique 
sessions are a good forum for works in progress or 
rough demos. For best feedback, note on your lyric 
sheets the intended genre and audience for your 
song, and what your goals are (i.e. picked up by a 
commercial artist, self-produce, etc.). The 
programs at most CSA monthly meetings, except 
for special workshops, are free to members, $10 to 
non-members, applicable toward membership if 
you join within 30 days. Members are encouraged 
to bring a friend who might be interested in what 
CSA offers.  
                          CSA CALENDAR 

 
    

Sept 15  House Party & Jam, West Hartford 
Sept 25 – Songwriter Showcase/Open Mic 
Oct 20 – Farmington Valley Acoustic Festival 
Oct  30  Songwriter Showcase/Open Mic 
Nov – CSA meeting TBD 
Nov 13 - Songwriter Showcase/Open Mic  
Dec 1 – 22nd Annual Holiday Show 
Dec 18 Songwriter Showcase/Open Mic 
Mar  22-23  SS Cape May Songwriter Conference 
Apr 5-7  CSA Songwriting Retreat Weekend 
Apr 27  Voices For Hope annual event 

 
REGISTER NOW FOR THE  

2019 CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT 
JUMP-START YOUR SONGWRITING and 

FAST_TRACK YOUR CAREER! 
Every CSA retreat has been an amazing weekend, 

again eliciting descriptions of "Life-Changing", 
"Transformative" and "Inspiring".  April 5-7 2019 

REGISTER  AT WWW.CTSONGS.COM 
LIMITED TO 12 SLOTS!   THEY FILL QUICKLY!  

 
CSA	SONGWRITING	RETREAT		

	
One	of	the	Best	Values	in	the	Industry!	

	
DON’T	MISS	OUT!	
–	SIGN	UP	NOW! 

Guiding Artists Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation 
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--- CSA Songwriter Showcase/Open Mic:  Groton Congregational Church,  
     162 Monument ST, Groton, Plenty of free on-street parking. 
 
--CSA  HOUSE PICNIC & JAM –   46 Sunrise Hill Dr,  West Hartford CT	

 

 

THE  2019 CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT, APRIL 5-7 2019, WILL BE AN AMAZING WEEKEND OF MASTER CLASSES,  IN THE BEAUTIFUL 
LAKESIDE SETTING OF CAMP WIGHTMAN.  SIGN UP  EARLY  TO MAKE SURE YOU DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS EXPERIENCE.   GIVE YOUR 
CREATIVITY AND YOUR CAREER A JUMP-START.  See all the photos and reviews from the past years at www.ctsongs.com   See photos & Reviews from 
previous years at the website. 

MONTHLY  CSA SONGWRITER SHOWCASE!  A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO HONE YOUR PERFORMING TECHNIQUE AND SHARE YOUR SONGS.  CSA 
presents a monthly Songwriter Showcase and Open Mic  series .  The showcase features original music in a great venue with an attentive listening audience.   The 
event is hosted at Groton Congregational Church, 162 Monument St, in Groton.   Sound system provided.  Light snacks available.    
Plenty of free on-street parking. The donations at the door help support community outreach programs in Southeastern CT.  We are now booking acts through the rest 
of the year.  If you would like to perform,  contact us NOW at  info@ctsongs.com. 
We’ve had many great acts froom CT/MA/RI, and we are open to all.  
 

GET A NICE TAX DEDUCTION FOR YOUR OLD 

STUFF !  
 
If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't 
need, consider donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction ! CSA is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair 
market value. We have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which certainly 
can be useful to us either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs 
through LUNCH.  We can use any office equipment and supplies, computers and electronics,  
any type of music and studio equipment,  and any type of item that could be used for auction or 
raffle. We'll provide a tax receipt that will give you the best possible tax-deduction. If you have 
anything that you might like to donate, contact Bill Pere at bill@billpere.com.  THANKS ! 

 
JUNE  SONGWRITER SHOWCASE 
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 EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE & NETWORKING  OPPORTUNITY!  
 
 

 
 

The 15th Annual House Party and Jam! 
Saturday September 15, 2018 

46 Sunrise Hill Dr. West Hartford CT 06107 
                                                                

 WHO: EVERYONE WHO LOVES TO LISTEN TO OR PLAY ALL GENRES OF MUSIC! 

WHAT: OPEN MIC FORMAT FOR MUSIC – 
               Invite other folks to join you onstage to add other parts to your songs! Performance Collaboration! 

• Tented Stage -  Complete Sound System  - Stage piano 
• 5 piece trap set w/ some percussion instruments 
• Bass amp w/ Electric bass guitar Acoustic or Electric guitars to borrow. 
•  
• FAMILY STYLE DIG’S FOR EATING 
• Hamburgers – Hot Dogs – Condiments – Watermelon – Soda/Water 

Feel free to bring an instrument or just hum along! Talent has been incredible over the years. 

Come enjoy and bring a friend!     Questions?   Contact John at  john@pcshost.com 

WHERE:  46 Sunrise Hill Dr,  West Hartford CT 

WHEN: Saturday  SEPT 15, 2018  FROM Noonish to Sunsetish 

WE SETUP AROUND 10 A.M.  Help us setup please, please, please! We're getting way too old to be lifting things. 

WHAT CAN YOU BRING: SIDE DISH, SALAD OR DESSERT. DEFINITELY YOUR OWN FOLDING CHAIRS 

WHY: This started long ago as a tribute to Gary Gidman’s Dad after his untimely death.  
            And now continues with family and friends! 

FOR CSA Songwriters and Performers, folks that always wanted to play in or with a band, this is your venue. 

The 15th Annual House Party and Jam is great way to spend a easy afternoon in the company of creative people showcasing your talent in one of the 
best venues an artist can have! 
 
Video From Past Jams:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzPet_rC1_o 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                             DON T BE LEFT OUT !   SIGN UP NOW ! 
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JUMP_START YOUR SONGWRITING AND FAST_TRACK YOUR CAREER! 
 
CONTACT US NOW TO RESERVE A SLOT FOR YOURSELF! (info@ctsongs.com) 
 
 

 
What others have said: 

"Life-Changing!    "A Transformative Experience!" 
"You've given me a whole new way to approach songwriting" 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN- LIMITED TO JUST 12 SLOTS  
Slots are going - Reserve your spot now! 

Take control of your creative process! 
Take your songwriting to a new level! 

Get several years worth of industry knowledge and experience in one weekend! 
You'll see songwriting in a whole new way and 

discover a level of creative control you never thought possible. 

This program of Master Classes, performance and critique, is based on the concepts of  
Grammy-winner Bill Pere's internationally acclaimed songwriting book, "Songcrafters' 
Coloring Book", and is led by Bill and Kay.    This content, presented nationally at major 
conference events, is not available anywhere else at this affordable cost.  All the details 
about the program, the facilities, schedule and registration are online at:  
http://www.ctsongs.com/Retreat/SongwritingRetreat.htm 
See what others have said --  Check photos /reviews of the last retreat at the CSA website 
 
The program is limited to 12 participants. The earlier you register, the lower the cost, and it 
guarantees your spot. The cost includes meals, lodging, and all workshops.  
(Note: If you have to arrive late or leave early, we cannot make cost adjustments. Registration is non-refundable 
except as stated on the website: www.ctsongs.com ) 
Member rate is for active members of CSA, RISA, Songsalive,  Folk Alliance, IMC, NSAI 
 
(Before  Nov 1, 2018)      Member Rate = $169    Non-member = $189 
(Before Dec 31 2018)      Member Rate = $179    Non-member = $199             
 (After Jan 01,2019)        Member Rate = $189    Non Member = $209 
 
Two ways to Register, for your maximum convenience and security: 
1.  PAYPAL SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE  (www.ctsongs.com) 
2:  BY MAIL: Send check or Money Order payable to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355  
(Include your e-mail address, phone number, street address, and member ID # ,if applicable) 
 
QUESTIONS ?  Check the Website www.ctsongs.com for FAQ Info, photos, and reviews 
                             If you don't find what you need, e-mail us at retreat@ctsongwriting.com 

April 5-7 2019, at Camp Wightman, North Stonington, CT 
A time away from the distractions of everyday life, where all you have to 
think about is your music.   A beautiful setting in the woods, with meals 

and lodging provided, and a group size limited to 12.  You'll get 
personalized attention guaranteed to give you new ways to improve the 

effectiveness of your writing, and bring it to a new level. 

Artists from as far as  CA, FL, and Canada have come to this retreat, calling it 
"Transformative , "Life-Changing", and "Inspiring!" 

Great food as well! 
REGISTER NOW!  DON'T BE LEFT OUT! 

FAST-TRACK 

YOUR 

CAREER!CSA SONGWRITING RETREATCSA SONGWRITING RETREAT

 

MEALS AND 
LODGING 

INCLUDED ! 
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         COMING OCTOBER  20 
              CSA WORKSHOPS AND SONG CONTEST AT  
 

                        
 
 
Enjoy a day of great music for all ages in the beautiful 380 acres of pristine woods and clear waterways at Winding Trails. The festival 
will feature local and nationally touring acts from acoustic-based genres including bluegrass, indie folk, a cappella, singer-songwriter, 
blues, and more. There will also be a song contest. 
 
Musical acts on two stages include: The Hot Flashes, Belle of the Fall, The Wool Hats String Band, Krista Johnson, Brian Dolzani, Pat 
Stone and The Dirty Boots, Peter Lehndorff's Music, The Coffee Grinders, Auburn Mode, Sweetest Key, Eric Paradine, The Bombay 
Oysters, Horizon Blue, and Blackberry Jam.  
 
CSA will be judging the Songwriting Contest and will present a songwriting workshop and vocal coaching workshop.  
 
Advance discount tickets purchased online at the below link or by calling (860) 677-8458 are $10 adults, $5 children ages 3-15. Tickets 
purchased at the gate will be $15 adults and $8 children.  
 
Gates open at 10am. Food and refreshments will be available for sale or bring your own. Local breweries will be on hand with free 
samples.  
 
This is a rain or shine event. In the event of rain, the outdoor amphitheater stage moves to the indoor Garmony Hall. 
 
Sponsored by Clark & Hirth, Telefunken, Wood n' Tap, and Blue Crane Music. 
 
Winding Trails members can receive a $2 discount by purchasing at windingtrails.org or calling (860) 677-8458. 
 
FOR MORE DETAILS AS THEY ARE ANNOUNCED< FOLLOW Farmington Valley Acoustic Festival on Facebook  at  
https://www.facebook.com/events/205806263463874/, 
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Who owns your music publishing rights and  
how does the money get split? 

By Chris Robley   July 10, 2018 

Your music publishing rights and you: What you own and who owes you royalties. 

If you’re a songwriter, a composer, a lyricist, or anyone else who creates original music, and you’ve not signed a deal with a music publishing 
company — YOU own your music publishing rights! 

What are your music publishing rights exactly? 
Well, you get to determine how the musical copyright to a song you’ve written (meaning the composition itself, as a separate entity from any 
particular master recording of that song) is used or “exploited.” 

You should earn publishing money any time your song is: 
• streamed 
• downloaded 
• manufactured on CD or vinyl 
• performed live 
• played on the radio 
• synced to TV, film, commercials, games, etc. 
• and more 

All of the above publishing income should come to you whether it’s generated by your own recording or another artist covering your song. 

How do publishing royalties get divided up? 
For many publishing royalties that are generated from the usage of your music, 50% gets paid to the songwriter/s and 50% gets paid to the 
publisher/s. 

But as I mentioned above, if you’ve not signed a deal with a publishing company, you are considered both the songwriter AND the publisher. 

How do publishing royalties get split up amongst co-writers? 
There is no one-size-fits-all answer for this question. Some collaborators decide it’s best to split everything evenly, even if one person contributed 
more to the song. Other co-writers take it song by song and split up their ownership in a composition according to the “percentage” of the song they 
wrote. 

For instance, one writer may’ve had the melody, verse lyrics, and chorus lyrics for a song completed, but the other writer helped by contributing a 
bridge. Is that worth 10%? 25%? 50%? 

Those determinations should be made immediately upon completion of the song (because the longer you wait, the fuzzier your memory gets, and the 
more money complicates things). That’s why we advise that you download our free PUBLISHING SPLIT SHEET for co-songwriters, and fill 
it out every time you create a new song with someone else. 

What about producers and beatmakers? 
Publishing can get confusing when you start considering production and beatmaking. Why? Well, technically, copyright law views a “song” as the 
lyrics and the melody, nothing more. 

So the chords aren’t a song. The beat isn’t a song. The arrangement isn’t a song. That sick guitar lead isn’t a song. 

BUT… any of those extra elements COULD be the very thing that elevates those melodies and lyrics from mere intellectual property to sublime art. 
Is that worth an ownership stake in the composition? Maybe. 

Again, the law says “not necessarily,” and labels long ago worked out a system where producers were awarded royalty points on income generated 
from the usage and sale of the sound recording, but NOT granted a percentage of the publishing. 

However, we all know how a certain synth hook, a certain riff, a certain groove can MAKE a song. And if your producer or beatmaker has 
contributed an element to your recording that could later be viewed as essential to someone’s impression of a composition, that might be worth a 
percentage of the publishing. 

In the world’s of hip-hop and EDM, this is an even more common consideration. And again, there’s no “right” answer. It needs to be an agreement 
between the parties involved in the creation of the music, and it should be decided upon the completion of the work. Don’t wait! 
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Performance royalties 
Once you’ve determined who owns your publishing, and in what percentage, it’s worth knowing how that money will get distributed between the 
writers and the publisher. For the purposes of this article we’re assuming you are both the writer and the publisher. 

If so, you are owed both shares (50% for the songwriter/s, and 50% for the publisher/s) of any performance royalties your songs generate from: 

• live performances 
• terrestrial radio play 
• internet radio play 
• and more 

Mechanical royalties 
Again, if YOU are both the songwriter AND publisher, you’d be owed 100% of any licensing income your songs generate, and you’d be owed 100% 
of mechanical royalties generated from: 

• global streaming activity 
• downloads (outside the USA, the mechanical royalty for downloads — which is separate from the royalty generated for the download of the 

master recording — is paid to a royalty collection society, and would need to be claimed by your music publishing administrator; for 
downloads within the USA, the mechanical royalty is paid to you through your distributor as part of the bulk payment for the master recording 
download) 

• the manufacturing of your songs on physical media such as CDs, vinyl, and cassette 
However, it’s up to you to exploit the copyright to your compositions, and it’s up to you to collect the royalty payments. Unless, of course, you work 
with an established music publisher who can (either for a fixed period of time or in perpetuity) help you find opportunities to earn money from your 
songs. 

[With CD Baby’s Sync Licensing Program, your music will be included in a catalog of songs available for use in film, TV, commercials, games, and 
more. Plus, you’ll earn money for the usage of your music on YouTube.] 

What does the publisher get out of the bargain? As mentioned above, a typical royalty split between the songwriter and the publisher is 50/50 — 
but 50% could be a small price to pay if they’re using their publishing expertise to generate big income from the exploitation of your 
copyright. 

How do you collect your publishing royalties? 
Collecting your own royalties worldwide is nearly impossible for an independent songwriter, and even if you could, it’d require a lot of time that’d be 
better spent writing, recording, and performing.  In this current age i=of independent artists,  the easiest and most effective means of  royalty 
collection is through CD Baby.  Distribute through CD Baby and you  
wont need to do anything else to collect your airplay, sync,  streaming, and mechanical royalties.  Royalties from digital radio (Pandora, Sirius) are 
collected through Sound Exchange.   It is free to register. 
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SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a 
song or lyric on  CD  (or do it live) to the 
monthly meeting for critiquing by fellow 
members. Please bring  20 
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State 
members may have their songs or lyrics 
critiqued by sending one submission with 10 
typed copies of lyrics to: CSA, PO Box 511, 
Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or 
a double stamped return envelope. Please note 
that since critiquing is designed to give 
constructive feedback and suggestions for 
improvement, songs which are meant only to 
be shared for self expression (as opposed to 
critiqued for improvement) should not be 
submitted. These can be presented in 
songsharing  opportunities. 
 
Questions about CSA Programs? Need To 
check your 
Membership status? Have a news item to 
submit? Want to volunteer for a project? 
Seeking a collaborator? Change of Address? 
It's easy to contact CSA. 
 
General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail: 
info@ctsongs.com 
 
Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, 
Special Projects: CSA membership PO Box 
511 Mystic CT 06355 E-Mail: 
info@ctsongwriters.com 
 
CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com 

 
• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES 
AND NETWORKING : CSA provides 
opportunities to meet collaborators and 
providers of various music services. Make sure 
you're listed on our web site. 
 
• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its 
members get well-crafted songs targeted to 
their best potential market. Songs may be 
screened at meetings or by mail. Selected songs 
are eligible for inclusion on CSA compilation 
albums which are often given to industry pros. 
Songs submitted for screening must have been 
presented at a prior critique session. 
(exceptions on a case-by-case basis) 
 
• PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING 
OUTLETS AND DISTRIBUTION : 
Recordings by CSA members may be made 
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or 
Internet Distribution channels. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
OPPORTUNITIES: The LUNCH Program 
offers opportunities to be involved in the 
production and performance of benefit shows 
to address hunger and poverty .   For details, 
contact info@ctsongwriting.com  

 
Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free 
or discounted admission to monthly meetings and critique sessions, participation in the Song 
Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion on Compilation CDs, free 
classified ads , and discounts on goods and services. 
 
Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $ ______ 
Mail to:                                      Go to: 
CSA Membership      OR            www.ctsongs.com  and 
PO Box 511                                 you may join online using 
Mystic CT 06355                          PayPal 
 

 
E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com 

 
An investment in CSA is 

an investment in yourself! 

 
An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music since 1979 

 
JOIN CSA ONLINE OF BY MAIL:  www.ctsongs.com/csajoin.htm 


