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WELCOME TO THE FALL 

CSA HAS LOTS OF BIG EVENTS COMING UP 

The CSA In-Depth Workshops for October will 
be held on Saturday October 22 as part of the all-
day Farmington Valley Acoustic  Festival, held 

at Winding Trails campground,  located at 
Winding Trails Drive, Farmington CT. 

This is a beautiful venue, so come and enjoy 
great music all day, and get 2 in-depth CSA 

workshops! Gates open at 11am. 

Music from noon to 6pm,   
workshops from 1 to 5pm 

12 acts,  Open mic and jam, Fiddle contest, and 
workshops! See the full lineup of music acts and 

workshop info  on page 3. 

The low admission fee ($10 advance, $15 at the 
gate) gets you in for all the music and 

workshops, all day. (workshops are indoors, rain  
or shine).  Come and go as you need to. 

This is a great way to spend an afternoon in a 
beautiful setting while moving yourself forward 

along your chosen path. 

 

SLOTS ARE GOING ! 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR THE 2017 

SONGWRITING RETREAT 
JOIN US APRIL 7-9, 2017 

FOR THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO 
TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR SONGWRITING 

AND YOUR CAREER 

 

 
CRITIQUE SESSIONS 

Following regular CSA programs, as time 
permits, there will be a critique session. To 
participate in the critique session, members may 
bring a song on CD (or do it live), with 15 copies 
of typed lyric sheets, and receive constructive 
feedback. Critique sessions are a good forum for 
works in progress or rough demos. For best 
feedback, note on your lyric sheets the intended 
genre and audience for your song, and what 
your goals are (i.e. picked up by a commercial 
artist, self-produce, etc.). The programs at most 
CSA monthly meetings, except for special 
workshops, are free to members, $10 to non-
members, applicable toward membership if you 
join within 30 days. Members are encouraged to 
bring a friend who might be interested in what 
CSA offers.  
                          CSA CALENDAR 
Oct 22 – CSA Songwriting & Vocal Performance 
workshops at the Farmington  Valley Acoustic Music 
Festival 
Nov 13 -  LUNCH Hunger Awareness Concert. at 
First Church, Middletown 
Nov – TBD  CSA Meeting 
Dec  03 – The 20th Annual Holiday Show ! 
Mar  11  CSA Day of Praise  event,  Hamden 
Mar 14 – CSA PRO WORKSHOP – special guest 
Mar 24-25  SS Cape May Conference 
Apr 07-09   CSA SONGWRIITNG RETREAT ! 
                    

PLAN AHEAD  FOR NEXT YEAR!  
JUMP-START YOUR SONGWRITING! 
Every CSA retreat has been an amazing 

weekend, again eliciting descriptions of "Life-
Changing", "Transformative" and "Inspiring".  

April 7-9 2017   
REGISTER NOW AT WWW.CTSONGS.COM 

LIMITED TO 12 SLOTS! 
 

Guiding Artists Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation 



 
 

OCT 22 – IN-DEPTH WORKSHPS & All-Day Music at the  Farmingtom Acoustic 
Festival, at the Winding Trails campground, Winding Trails Rd, Farmington, CT. 

 

 

COME JOIN US NEXT YEAR FOR THE CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT APRIL 7-9, 2017.    
SIGN UP NOW TO MAKE SURE YOU DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS EXPERIENCE.  
GIVE YOUR CREATIVITY AND YOUR CAREER A JUMP-START. It's limited to 12 people, and  
the slots are already getting filled. See all the photos and reviews from the past years at www.ctsongs.com  
	
GET A NICE TAX DEDUCTION FOR YOUR OLD STUFF ! 	
 
If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't need, 
consider donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction ! CSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair market value. We 
have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which certainly can be useful to us 
either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs through LUNCH.  We 
can use any office equipment and supplies, computers and electronics,  any type of music and studio 
equipment,  and any type of item that could be used for auction or raffle. We'll provide a tax receipt 
that will give you the best possible tax-deduction. If you have anything that you might like to 
donate, contact Bill Pere at bill@billpere.com.  THANKS !	

 
 
COMING UP ON MARCH 11, 2017:  CSA DAY OF PRAISE CONCERT EVENT.  Do you have songs of a 
spiritual nature?  Get them submitted ASAP for the CSA Spiritual Compilation CD.  The Day of Praise 
Events are exceptional collaborative performance events for CSA members who write spiritual songs.   
 
 PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY in Rye, NY:    Contact them for info. 
 
 
 

 

 



JOIN THE CSA FACEBOOK GROUP  
(CT Songwriters Association on Facebook) 

 
Post your Happenings at the CSA Facebook Page!   

Participate in the Community! 
 
 

Get your songs in for the next CSA compilations – 
Deadline Oct 31.  See page 9 

 
CSA HAPPENINGS 

 
Kay Pere was a featured artist at the Concert of Hope in Monson, MA, to support 

Anti-Violence programs. The event was producecd by past CSA member Faith Ward.  

 
 



OCTOBER ALL-DAY MUSIC and WORKSHOPS 

 
  Located at Winding Trails Campground, Winding Trails Dr   Farmington, CT  

CSA Workshops at the Lodge: 
1 PM               In-Depth Songwriting Workshop “Top 5 Songwriting Tips to Triple Your Audience” – Bill Pere 
3 PM               In-Depth Vocal Workshop “The Performing Songwriter's Paint Box" – Kay Pere 

Amphitheater: 

12 AM  Jeff Przech 
1 PM               Jen Lowe 
2 PM               Brian Dolzani 
3 PM               The Coffee Grinders 
4 PM               Belle of the Fall 
5 PM               Dana Pomfret and Tim McDonald 

Nature’s Porch:  

12 AM            Eric Paradine 
1 PM               Bill Benson 
2 PM               Ruth George 
3 PM               Mark Perry 
4 PM               the Duo Formerly Known as the Gashouse Gorillas 
5 PM               Blackberry Jam and Wheeler Bridge             

Activities at Garmany Hall: 

11 AM            Anything Goes Fiddle Contest 
After contest  Open jam with Central CT Acoustic Music Society  

 

Farmington Valley Acoustic Festival at Winding Trails 



     The Farmington Valley Acoustic Festival, the Farmington Valley’s own version of 
Tanglewood, will take place on Saturday, October 22, at Winding Trails in Farmington. The 
gates will open at 11 AM.  Winding Trails, a non-profit organization with a rich history has 
been a staple in the community for over 65 years. The organization sits on 380 acres of 
woods, waterways, and spectacular facilities in Farmington, Connecticut. From ziplining, to 
cross country skiing, conservation and education programs to special events, its no wonder 
there is a one to two year wait list to become a member of this New England oasis. A non-
member’s ticket into this gorgeous piece of land is through “the Farmington Valley Acoustic 
Festival at Winding Trails.” Advance admission is $10 for Adults and $8 for Children and 
can be purchased on-line at www.windingtrails.org or by calling (860) 677-8458.  

There will be three stages with performances by some great regional talent, including: 

     Dana Pomfret and Tim McDonald. Dana Pomfret is a singer-songwriter from NYC, now 
living in New England. She has recorded her original music for Elektra, SBK and Warner 
Bros, Int’l. Records, and grew up playing New York's rock and folk institutions. Tim spent 
decades working in LA and San Francisco as a performer, writer and jingles singer. 

 
     Jen Lowe. Ron Wiles, Producer of the Ron Wiles Music Show, says “In the Indie 
American/Folk space, Jen Lowe is as good as it gets.  If you’re looking for a new artist to 
add to your collection of great finds – look no further.   Jen Lowe is that rare artist who does 
it perfectly — writes, sings, performs, etc. 

 
     Brian Dolzani. “Brian is an amazing artist” - Colin McEnroe, WNPR Connecticut.  Brian is a 
classic troubadour in the lineage of Dylan, Petty, Browne, and Young, and he has put his 
years of songwriting experience into his latest record, “A Place That I Can Feel.”  

 
     Belle of the Fall. Just returning home after a tour that took them from Austin to Nashville, 
the Connecticut duo has just released “Earthbound,” their debut album. Belle of the Fall is 
Tracy Walton- 2014 and 2015 New England Music Award nominee for Best Male Performer 
and  Julia Autumn Ford- CT Music Award Nominee for Best New Artist 2014 and Song of 
the Year 2015.  

 
     Jeff Przech. "Przech is as Americana as they come and it’s not a dirty word to throw the 
country moniker around when describing this album.  If Przech’s influences were trees he’d 
have an entire orchard full of some of the greats of the traditional and alt-country 
movements, as well as varying forms of folk and Americana." - Lonesome Noise 

 
     Eric Paradine. A “player's player,” Eric has been nominated for best solo performer by the 
Hartford Advocate.  

 
     The Duo Formerly Known as the Gashouse Gorillas. Playing at coffeeshops to concert 
halls and the Big E, all with a mandolin and a guitar.  



 
     Ruth George. “Moving gracefully from older-than-dirt traditional songs, through the 
fairest works of Sandy Denny, Jackson Browne and Joni Mitchell, Ruth George interprets 
each with unpretentious authority.”  —Stan Sullivan, Roaring Brook Concerts. 

Mark Perry. After playing at Ozzfest and selling out LA hotspots such as the Whiskey and 
the Roxy, Perry will be playing classic rock, acoustic style.  

 
     Bill Benson. Named 2013 Northwest Idol at Warner Theatre in Torrington, CT, Bill  has 
earned honorable mentions in multiple songwriting contests and performs  throughout 
Connecticut, New York and Massachusetts.  

Also the following events will be held during the day: 
---Open mic. An open-mic hosted by John Root, president of the Central CT Acoustic 
Musician’s Society.  
---Anything Goes Fiddle Contest. An open-mic style fiddle contest with prizes for the champ 
of the adults and kids. No fees for the contestant. Hosted by acclaimed fiddler Ben Dean. 
Email bendeanmusic@gmail.com to sign up.    

CSA WORKSHOPS: 
Songwriting workshop with Bill Pere:   Bill is an internationally published Grammy-
winning  songwriter and recording artist, having worked with top music industry figures for 
more than 30 years.  He has songs on 26 albums, across multiple genres.    Best known as a 
songwriter, lyricist, song critiquer, producer, and music educator, Bill speaks and performs 
at music workshops and conferences across the U.S.  His songwriting book is a standard 
industry reference used on six continents. Bill is named one of the "Top 50 Innovators and 
Guiding Lights of the Music Industry" by Music Connection Magazine.   He is President of 
the CT Songwriters Association and Director of the CT Songwriting Academy. 

Vocal Performance workshop with Kay Pere:  Kay is a multi-dimensional music educator, 
performing songwriter and social  activist, whose creative work embodies a message of 
hope, healing  and humanity.  Kay enjoys a national reputation as one of the premier vocal 
instructors for  bringing out the best in Indie Artists.  She has worked with and coached 
several well-known artists from Hollywood to Nashville to New York City. 

 

                



  
 
CSA ENVIRONMENTAL SONGWRITING 
CONTEST – The Live Concert, Sept 10, 2016 
 
On September 10, artists from many states from North Carolina to West Virginia 
to New Hampshire  came to Mystic to participate in the live presentation of 
winning songs in the CSA Environmental Song Contest.   It was a beautiful 
afternoon at the amazing Coogan Farm Nature & Heritage site,  and many topics 
of importance were presented through the powerful medium of song.   The 
grand prize of $2500 was presented to Jane Fallon for her song “Northern 
White”.  Also participating as Top 10 winners were CSA’s Tom Hazuka and 
Becky Bridges.   The event was hosted by Bill and Kay Pere. 

 

 

 

 

 



CSA ENVIRONMENTAL SONGWRITING 
CONTEST – The Live Concert, Sept 10, 2016 
 

 
STAY TUNED FOR THE UPCOMING COMPILATION CD 
 
A BIG THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS: 

 
                                             And some anonymous concerned individuals. 

 



                                 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 



 
   What others have said: 

"Life-Changing!    "A Transformative Experience!" 
"You've given me a whole new way to approach songwriting" 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN- LIMITED TO JUST 12 SLOTS  
Slots are going - Reserve your spot now! 

Take control of your creative process! 
Take your songwriting to a new level! 

Get several years worth of industry knowledge and experience in one weekend! 
You'll see songwriting in a whole new way and 

discover a level of creative control you never thought possible. 

This program of Master Classes, performance and critique, is based on the concepts of  
Grammy-winner Bill Pere's internationally acclaimed songwriting book, "Songcrafters' 
Coloring Book", and is led by Bill and Kay.    This content, presented nationally at major 
conference events, is not available anywhere else at this affordable cost.  All the details 
about the program, the facilities, schedule and registration are online at:  
http://www.ctsongs.com/Retreat/SongwritingRetreat.htm 
See what others have said --  Check photos /reviews of the last retreat at the CSA website 
 
The program is limited to 12 participants. The earlier you register, the lower the cost, and it 
guarantees your spot. The cost includes meals, lodging, and all workshops.  
(Note: If you have to arrive late or leave early, we cannot make cost adjustments. Registration is non-refundable 
except as stated on the website: www.ctsongs.com ) 
Member rate is for active members of CSA, RISA, Songsalive,  Folk Alliance, IMC 
 
(Before  Nov 1,2016)      Member Rate = $159    Non-member = $179 
(Nov 1 – Nov 31 2016)   Member Rate = $169    Non-member = $189             
(Dec 1 –  Dec 31 2016)   Member Rate = $179    Non-member = $199             
(After Jan 01,2017)         Member Rate = $189   Non Member = $209 
 
Two ways to Register, for your maximum convenience and security: 
1.  PAYPAL SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE  (www.ctsongs.com) 
2:  BY MAIL: Send check or Money Order payable to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355 (Include your e-mail 
address, phone number, street address, and member ID #   (if applicable) 
 
QUESTIONS ?  Check the Website www.ctsongs.com for FAQ Info, photos, and reviews 
                             If you don't find what you need, e-mail us at retreat@ctsongwriting.com 

April 7-9 2017, at Camp Wightman, North Stonington, CT 
A time away from the distractions of everyday life, where all you have to 
think about is your music.   A beautiful setting in the woods, with meals 

and lodging provided, and a group size limited to 12.  You'll get 
personalized attention guaranteed to give you new ways to improve the 

effectiveness of your writing, and bring it to a new level. 

Artists from as far as  CA, FL, and Canada have come to this retreat, calling it 
"Transformative , "Life-Changing", and "Inspiring!" 

Great food as well! 
REGISTER NOW!  DON'T BE LEFT OUT! 

FAST-TRACK 

YOUR 

CAREER!CSA SONGWRITING RETREATCSA SONGWRITING RETREAT

 

MEALS AND 
LODGING 

INCLUDED ! 



 

 
 
 
SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a 
song or lyric on  CD  (or do it live) to the 
monthly meeting for critiquing by fellow 
members. Please bring  20 
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State 
members may have their songs or lyrics 
critiqued by sending one submission with 20 
typed copies of lyrics to: CSA, PO Box 511, 
Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or 
a double stamped return envelope. Please note 
that since critiquing is designed to give 
constructive feedback and suggestions for 
improvement, songs which are meant only to 
be shared for self expression (as opposed to 
critiqued for improvement) should not be 
submitted. These can be presented in 
songsharing  opportunities. 
 
Questions about CSA Programs? Need To 
check your 
Membership status? Have a news item to 
submit? Want to volunteer for a project? 
Seeking a collaborator? Change of Address? 
It's easy to contact CSA. 
 
General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail: 
info@ctsongs.com 
 
Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, 
Special Projects: CSA membership PO Box 
511 Mystic CT 06355 E-Mail: 
info@ctsongwriters.com 
 
CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com 

 
• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES 
AND NETWORKING : CSA provides 
opportunities to meet collaborators and 
providers of various music services. Make sure 
you're listed on our web site. 
 
• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its 
members get well-crafted songs targeted to 
their best potential market. Songs may be 
screened at meetings or by mail. Selected songs 
are eligible for inclusion on CSA compilation 
albums which are often given to industry pros. 
Songs submitted for screening must have been 
presented at a prior critique session. 
(exceptions on a case-by-case basis) 
 
• PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING 
OUTLETS AND DISTRIBUTION : 
Recordings by CSA members may be made 
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or 
Internet Distribution channels. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
OPPORTUNITIES: The LUNCH Program 
offers opportunities to be involved in the 
production and performance of benefit shows 
to address hunger and poverty .   For details, 
contact info@ctsongwriting.com  

 
Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free 
or discounted admission to monthly meetings and critique sessions, participation in the Song 
Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion on Compilation CDs, free 
classified ads , and discounts on goods and services. 
 
Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $ ______ 
Mail to:                                      Go to: 
CSA Membership      OR            www.ctsongs.com  and 
PO Box 511                                 you may join online using 
Mystic CT 06355                          PayPal 
 

 
E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com 

 
An investment in CSA is 

an investment in yourself! 

 
An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music since 1979 

 
JOIN CSA ONLINE OF BY MAIL:  www.ctsongs.com/csajoin.htm 


