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PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY 

All CSA is Invited! 

Saturday July 16, Noon to Sunset 

The 13th Annual House Party & Jam. 
John Pytel and Gary Gidman invite you to share 
their amazing stage with other talented folks to  
join in on other peoples songs or have folks join 

in on yours.   It's a gathering of exceptionally 
talented people in a fantastic venue, with good 
food and good company.   See details on page 3 

or visit    www.housepartyandjam.com 

============================ 

DON'T MISS THE DEADLINE! 

JULY 31 DEADLINE to get your songs in for the 
Environmental Songwrwiting Contest.  More 

than $5000 in cash prizes and 
promo/performance opportunity. The top prize 
is $2500.  CSA has some GREAT songs on this 
theme.  Get them in NOW!  Details on page 4 

=========================== 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR THE 2017 
SONGWRITING RETREAT 

JOIN US APRIL 7-9, 2017 
FOR THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO 

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR SONGWRITING 
AND YOUR CAREER 

 

 
CRITIQUE SESSIONS 

Following regular CSA programs, as time 
permits, there will be a critique session. To 
participate in the critique session, members may 
bring a song on CD (or do it live), with 15 copies 
of typed lyric sheets, and receive constructive 
feedback. Critique sessions are a good forum for 
works in progress or rough demos. For best 
feedback, note on your lyric sheets the intended 
genre and audience for your song, and what 
your goals are (i.e. picked up by a commercial 
artist, self-produce, etc.). The programs at most 
CSA monthly meetings, except for special 
workshops, are free to members, $10 to non-
members, applicable toward membership if you 
join within 30 days. Members are encouraged to 
bring a friend who might be interested in what 
CSA offers.  

 CSA CALENDAR 
(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com) 

 
June  14 – Middletown:  CSA PRO Workshop 
with nationally known career coach Deb Russell 
of The Artist's Edge Middletown 
Jul-Aug:   Performance opportunities 
Sept-Nov – Fall Workshops 
Dec 03 – The 20th Annual Holiday Show ! 
                    

PLAN AHEAD  FOR NEXT YEAR!  
JUMP-START YOUR SONGWRITING! 
Every CSA retreat has been an amazing 

weekend, again eliciting descriptions of "Life-
Changing", "Transformative" and "Inspiring".  

April 7-9 2017   
REGISTER NOW AT WWW.CTSONGS.COM 

 
LIMITED TO 12 SLOTS! 

 
Guiding Artists Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation 



 
 

Saturday,   July 16 Performance Event, open to all 
 809 MAPLE ST. (RT. 3) – WETHERSFIELD, CT 

Noon to Sunset 

 

 

COME JOIN US NEXT YEAR FOR THE CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT APRIL 7-9, 2017.    
SIGN UP NOW TO MAKE SURE YOU DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS EXPERIENCE.  
GIVE YOUR CREATIVITY AND YOUR CAREER A JUMP-START. It's limited to 12 people, and  
the slots are already getting filled. See all the photos and reviews from the past years at www.ctsongs.com  
 
GET A NICE TAX DEDUCTION FOR YOUR OLD STUFF !  
 
If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't need, 
consider donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction ! CSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair market value. We 
have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which certainly can be useful to us 
either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs through LUNCH.  We 
can use any office equipment and supplies, computers and electronics,  any type of music and studio 
equipment,  and any type of item that could be used for auction or raffle. We'll provide a tax receipt 
that will give you the best possible tax-deduction. If you have anything that you might like to 
donate, contact Bill Pere at bill@billpere.com.  THANKS ! 

 
 
MAJOR OPPORTUNITY – DON’T' MISS this opportunity!  CSA is now accepting submissions for a 
national songwriting competition, looking for songs with an environmental theme.  These would be well-
crafted songs that illustrate or educate about important environmental issues such as fracking, mountain top 
mining, oil pipelines, and so many more.   There are thousands of  dollars in prizes to be had, a special 
release CD, and lots of publicity for the songs that are selected. CSA was chosen among many other 
songwriter groups  to run the contest, and all the details and entry procedures are at the website.  So write 
some new songs or polish up some that you may have, and take advantage of this great opportunity.  
Production does not matter – just the song.  Remember, it's a national contest, so you'll have to have good 
quality material.  Try out some ideas at CSA critique sessions.  See details on next page or at:   
www.ctsongs.com 
 
Saturday Sept 13 --  The top 10 winners in the Environmental Song Contest will be invited to perform in 
concert at the historic Coogan Farm Restoration in Mystic CT.   This is a great opportunity and an amazing 
venue.  
 
COMING UP IN  THE TIME AHEAD:  Another CSA DAY OF PRAISE CONCERT EVENT.  Do you have 
songs of a spiritual nature?  Get them submitted ASAP for the CSA Spiritual Compilation CD.  The Day of 
Praise Events are exceptional collaborative performance events for CSA members who write spiritual songs.    
Stay Tuned for Details… 

 
 

JOIN THE CSA FACEBOOK GROUP  
(CT Songwriters Association on Facebook) 

 
Post your Happenings at the CSA Facebook Page!   

Participate in the Community! 



         EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY!  
 

 
 
 

 WHO: EVERYONE WHO LOVES TO LISTEN TO OR PLAY ALL GENRES OF MUSIC! 

WHAT: OPEN MIC’ FORMAT FOR MUSIC – FAMILY STYLE DIG’S FOR EATING 

• Hamburgers – Hot Dogs – Condiments – Watermelon – Soda/Water 
• Tented Stage -  Complete Sound System  - Stage piano 
• 5 piece trap set w/ some percussion instruments 
• Bass amp w/ Electric bass guitar Acoustic or Electric guitars to borrow. 

Feel free to bring an instrument or just hum along! Talent has been incredible over the years. 

Come enjoy and bring a friend!     Questions? Call Gary at 860-280-8339. 

WHERE: 809 MAPLE ST. (RT. 3) – WETHERSFIELD, CT 

WHEN: Saturday JULY 16, 2016 FROM Noonish to Sunsetish 

WE SETUP AROUND 10 A.M.  Help us setup please, please, please! We're getting way too old to be lifting things. 

WHAT CAN YOU BRING: SIDE DISH, SALAD OR DESSERT. DEFINITELY YOUR OWN FOLDING CHAIRS 

WHY: This started long ago as a tribute to Gary's Dad after his untimely death. And now continues with family and 
friends! 

FOR CSA Songwriters and Performers, folks that always wanted to play in or with a band, this is your venue. 

 

The 13th Annual House Party and Jam is great way to spend a easy afternoon in the company of creative people 
showcasing your talent in one of the best venues an artist can have! 
 
 

---------------------------------------------



 

ENTER THE CSA ENVIRONMENTAL SONG 
CONTEST  

Seeking Songs that Inform and Educate About 
Important Environmental Issues 

- $2500 1st Prize! -  
CASH PRIZES and PROMO & PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES     

Submission Deadline:  July 31, 2016   
           1st  Place: $2500   2nd Place:  $1000    3rd Place: $500   4th Place: $250  ( 2 4th place prizes, $250 each.) 

The Top 10 selected songs will appear on a Compilation CD to be released by CSA, with proceeds to benefit Environmental programs.  

We are also working to arrange a live performance opportunity for the Top 10 Winners, to be held in the Fall at the historic Coogan Farm 
restoration site in Mystic CT.   (Winners are responsible for their own transportation.  Participation in the concert is not required to enter or win 
the contest.    CSA is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, and ll proceeds go toward prizes and to benefit CSA's education outreach 
programs through music.   This is a theme-based competition, based on the content and craft of the song, and how well it communicates its 
message.   Production, performance and style are not factors. 

Contest Terms and Conditions 

-- The contest is open to all songwriters and any style of music.  What matters is content, not style.  
-- You do not have to be a member of the Connecticut Songwriters Association to enter the contest.  It open to all, anywhere in the world who 
have something to say about any environmental issue.   All entries must be in English.  
-- We encourage songs that can move people to think and act by infoming and demonstrating, rather than just preaching or singing to the choir  
-- Writers reatain all rights to any songs subitted to the contest 
-- You must own the rights or have permission to submit the song: 
    • If there is more than one writer, you must have permission all other writers 
    • The song must not be under contract to a third party publisher. 
    • If you are not the artist performing the song, you must own all rights to the (p) performance 
      copyright or have permission to submit it.  
-- You may submit online throough this website (below) or by mail as either CD, mp3, DVD,   m4a, or YouTube link.  There is a submission 
fee of $25 per song (+$3 internet fee if submitting online  Entry fee is non-refundable.  
-- You may suibmit as many songs as you wish , but each must be submitted.  Submission materials will not be returned.  
--  Final submission deadline is July 31, 2016.   Competition winners will be notified and   announced on the CSA website  
-- The prize money will be sent to the primary contact person making the submission.  
-- The evaluation and selection of winning songs is up to the sole discretion of CSA.   
--  The selection of winners by CSA is final and not subject to dispute.  
-- CSA reserves the right to adjust the contest guidelines if it deems necessary. 
-- CSA is not responsible for and cannot be held responsible for entries lost or damaged in the mail, online links that do not work,  songs that 
infringe on any third party rights,  any disputes among co-writers of a song,  or any circumstances beyond the evaluation of submissions and 
the awarding of prizes.  
-- CSA may reject any submission that does not meet all entry guidelines.  

$2500 1st PRIZE ! 

GET YOUR ENTRIES IN NOW!  ENTER ONLINE OR BY MAIL AT: www.ctongs.com 
We look forward to your participation in the CSA Environmental Song Competition 

 

DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2016 

 



 
 



 
   What others have said: 

"Life-Changing!    "A Transformative Experience!" 
"You've given me a whole new way to approach songwriting" 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN- LIMITED TO JUST 12 SLOTS  
Slots are going - Reserve your spot now! 

Take control of your creative process! 
Take your songwriting to a new level! 

Get several years worth of industry knowledge and experience in one weekend! 
You'll see songwriting in a whole new way and 

discover a level of creative control you never thought possible. 

This program of Master Classes, performance and critique, is based on the concepts of  
Grammy-winner Bill Pere's internationally acclaimed songwriting book, "Songcrafters' 
Coloring Book", and is led by Bill and Kay.    This content, presented nationally at major 
conference events, is not available anywhere else at this affordable cost.  All the details 
about the program, the facilities, schedule and registration are online at:  
http://www.ctsongs.com/Retreat/SongwritingRetreat.htm 
See what others have said --  Check photos /reviews of the last retreat at the CSA website 
 
The program is limited to 12 participants. The earlier you register, the lower the cost, and it 
guarantees your spot. The cost includes meals, lodging, and all workshops.  
(Note: If you have to arrive late or leave early, we cannot make cost adjustments. Registration is non-refundable 
except as stated on the website: www.ctsongs.com ) 
Member rate is for active members of CSA, RISA, Songsalive,  Folk Alliance, IMC 
 
(Before  Nov 1,2016)      Member Rate = $159    Non-member = $179 
(Nov 1 – Nov 31 2016)   Member Rate = $169    Non-member = $189             
(Dec 1 –  Dec 31 2016)   Member Rate = $179    Non-member = $199             
(After Jan 01,2017)         Member Rate = $189   Non Member = $209 
 
Two ways to Register, for your maximum convenience and security: 
1.  PAYPAL SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE  (www.ctsongs.com) 
2:  BY MAIL: Send check or Money Order payable to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355 (Include your e-mail 
address, phone number, street address, and member ID #   (if applicable) 
 
QUESTIONS ?  Check the Website www.ctsongs.com for FAQ Info, photos, and reviews 
                             If you don't find what you need, e-mail us at retreat@ctsongwriting.com 

April 7-9 2017, at Camp Wightman, North Stonington, CT 
A time away from the distractions of everyday life, where all you have to 
think about is your music.   A beautiful setting in the woods, with meals 

and lodging provided, and a group size limited to 12.  You'll get 
personalized attention guaranteed to give you new ways to improve the 

effectiveness of your writing, and bring it to a new level. 

Artists from as far as  CA, FL, and Canada have come to this retreat, calling it 
"Transformative , "Life-Changing", and "Inspiring!" 

Great food as well! 
REGISTER NOW!  DON'T BE LEFT OUT! 
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SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a 
song or lyric on  CD  (or do it live) to the 
monthly meeting for critiquing by fellow 
members. Please bring  20 
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State 
members may have their songs or lyrics 
critiqued by sending one submission with 20 
typed copies of lyrics to: CSA, PO Box 511, 
Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or 
a double stamped return envelope. Please note 
that since critiquing is designed to give 
constructive feedback and suggestions for 
improvement, songs which are meant only to 
be shared for self expression (as opposed to 
critiqued for improvement) should not be 
submitted. These can be presented in 
songsharing  opportunities. 
 
Questions about CSA Programs? Need To 
check your 
Membership status? Have a news item to 
submit? Want to volunteer for a project? 
Seeking a collaborator? Change of Address? 
It's easy to contact CSA. 
 
General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail: 
info@ctsongs.com 
 
Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, 
Special Projects: CSA membership PO Box 
511 Mystic CT 06355 E-Mail: 
info@ctsongwriters.com 
 
CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com 

 
• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES 
AND NETWORKING : CSA provides 
opportunities to meet collaborators and 
providers of various music services. Make sure 
you're listed on our web site. 
 
• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its 
members get well-crafted songs targeted to 
their best potential market. Songs may be 
screened at meetings or by mail. Selected songs 
are eligible for inclusion on CSA compilation 
albums which are often given to industry pros. 
Songs submitted for screening must have been 
presented at a prior critique session. 
(exceptions on a case-by-case basis) 
 
• PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING 
OUTLETS AND DISTRIBUTION : 
Recordings by CSA members may be made 
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or 
Internet Distribution channels. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
OPPORTUNITIES: The LUNCH Program 
offers opportunities to be involved in the 
production and performance of benefit shows 
to address hunger and poverty .   For details, 
contact info@ctsongwriting.com  

 
Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free 
or discounted admission to monthly meetings and critique sessions, participation in the Song 
Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion on Compilation CDs, free 
classified ads , and discounts on goods and services. 
 
Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $ ______ 
Mail to:                                      Go to: 
CSA Membership      OR            www.ctsongs.com  and 
PO Box 511                                 you may join online using 
Mystic CT 06355                          PayPal 
 

 
E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com 

 
An investment in CSA is 

an investment in yourself! 

 
An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music since 1979 

 
JOIN CSA ONLINE OF BY MAIL:  www.ctsongs.com/csajoin.htm 


