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- WELCOME TO THE NEW YEAR--

CSA starts off the new year with an in-depth
full day workshop to keep you current on what
is relevant in the craft and business of
songwriting,.

Sunday January 31, 11:30-4:30 (includes lunch).
Amistad Hall, 75 Main St, Farmington CT

A LOOK AT MYTHS AND REALITIES OF THE CRAFT
AND BUSINESS OF SONGWRITING

What's true, What's not ...

What's current, What's not...

What's working, What isn't...

What to seek out, What to avoid...

What's worth your time, What isn't...

How to work with a producer -- and How not...

CDs - Downloads - Streaming - Video — What to do?

And much more information that you rarely get
elsewhere!

CRITIQUE SESSION INCLUDED!
BRING A SONG ON CD OR DOIT LIVE, WITH 15
COPIES OF YOUR LYRIC SHEET, AND RECEIVE
VALUABLE CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK

This program is $25 for members which includes
lunch and a free copy of the newest CSA
compilation CD.

Pre-registration and info:
Becky Bridges - 860-309-9704

COME AND LEARN!

REGISTER NOW FOR THE CSA
SONGWRITING RETREAT

CRITIQUE SESSIONS
Following regular CSA programs, as time
permits, there will be a critique session. To
participate in the critique session, members may
bring a song on CD (or do it live), with 15 copies
of typed lyric sheets, and receive constructive
feedback. Critique sessions are a good forum for
works in progress or rough demos. For best
feedback, note on your lyric sheets the intended
genre and audience for your song, and what
your goals are (i.e. picked up by a commercial
artist, self—produce, etc.). The programs at most
CSA monthly meetings, except for special
workshops, are free to members, $10 to non-
members, applicable toward membership if you
join within 30 days. Members are encouraged to
bring a friend who might be interested in what
CSA offers.
CSA CALENDAR
(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com)

January 31 - Songwriting Workshop, Farmington
February — CSA meeting, Mystic - TBA

March — CSA meeting, Middletown -- "Art and
Taxes - The Business of Being a Songwriter"
March 18-19, 2016 : SS Cape May Songwriter
Conference

April 8-10, 2016 — CSA Songwriting Retreat

May — CSA Collaboration session, Mystic

June — CSA meeting - Middletown

PLAN AHEAD FOR 2016!

Every CSA retreat has been an amazing
weekend, again eliciting descriptions of "Life-
Changing", "Transformative" and "Inspiring'.

April 8-10 2016
REGISTER NOW AT WWW.CTSONGS.COM

GIVE YOUR SONGWRITING A JUMP-
START AND GET ON THE FAST-TRACK!

RATES GO UP THE LONGER YOU WAIT

Guiding Artists Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation




( CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS )

CSA Nov 10 Meeting: Mystic Morgan House, 121 High St, Mystic -- Directions [-95
going North, Exit 89, turn right on to Allyn St. 1-95 going South, Exit 89, turn left onto
Allyn St. Go to the intersection of Rt 1 (2nd light), turn Left, heading toward
downtown Mystic. You'll quickly come to a 5-way intersection. On your left is
Union Baptist Church. Take a left and enter the church parking lot. The Morgan
House is the large white house on your right. Enter from the wooden walkway near
the playground around back.

How to \
Get Therc!/

REGISTER NOW:

COME JOIN US NEXT YEAR FOR THE CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT

APRIL 8-10,2016. SIGN UP EARLY FOR THE LOWEST RATE AND TO MAKE SURE YOU DON'T MISS
OUT ON THIS EXPERIENCE. GIVE YOUR CREATIVITY AND YOUR CAREER A JUMP-START

See all the photos and reviews from the past 6 years at www.ctsongs.com

GET A NICE TAX DEDUCTION FOR YOUR OLD STUFF !

If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't need,
consider donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction ! CSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair market value. We
have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which certainly can be useful to us
either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs through LUNCH. We
can use any office equipment and supplies, computers and electronics, any type of music and studio
equipment, and any type of item that could be used for auction or raffle. We'll provide a tax receipt
that will give you the best possible tax-deduction. If you have anything that you might like to
donate, contact Bill Pere at bill@billpere.com. THANKS !

MEMBER HAPPENINGS:

Congratulations to Roy O'Neil on being a FINALIST! His musical "Eddie and The Palaceades" has
been selected as one of six finalists for consideration to be included in the 2016 MainStreet
Musicals season. The selection of 3 new musicals to be performed in ten cities across the country
will be made by Tony award-winning director Gregory Mosher in the coming month. Wish the band
luck!

Congratulations to Bill Pere on the December release of his 17th CD "Rural Mural". This CD
completes the trilogy with "Crest of a Wave" and "Cityscape", which began back in 1981 in the
earliest days of CSA. The CD is available worldwide in physical or digital form, on all major media
outlets. Proceeds benefit community outreach through Local United Network to Combat Hunger
(LUNCH)

Congratulations to the CSA writers who have songs on the newest compilation CD, released on
January 3, 2016. This is CSA's 21st compilation CD. If you would like to submit your songs for
consideration, go to the CSA website (http://www.ctsongs.com) for submission guidelines and
forms.

Post your Happenings at the CSA Facebook Page!
Participate in the Community!
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SONGWRITING WORKSHOP

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31,2016, 11:30am-4:00pm

Presented by —
Grammy-Winner Bill Pere = /

J
. Songcrafters’

President, \Co’crmq Book

Connecticut Songwriter's Association, j ™e Essential Guide
Author of the industry standard songwriting guide wElective w3
N } - " \ Successful y

Songcrafters' Coloring Book Songwriting
| \

Bill Pere
Fast-Track your songwriting! ‘ /
: Jump-start your career with a new level i e
. . of creative control!
www.billpere.com

“One of the Top 50 Innovators and Guiding Lights of the Music Industry”
Music Connection Magazine
“The Link between Music and Science” - The New York Times

< Myths and Truths of the Craft and Business of Songwriting
~ Top Songwriting Techniques that Get Results
7 Get Professional Feedback on Your Songs! (Lyric Sheet required!)

First Church of Christ, Congregational - Amistad Hall
75 Main St., Farmington, CT

$25 at the door (includes lunch)
Open to all levels, all ages, all styles
For More Information and to Pre-Register contact
Becky Bridges (860) 309-9704
or e-mail rebecca.bridges@snet.net
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CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT (i

What others have said:
"Life-Changing! "A Transformative Experience!"
"You've given me a whole new way to approach songwriting”

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN- LIMITED TO JUST 12 SLOTS
Slots are going - Reserve your spot now!
Take control of your creative process!

Take your songwriting to a new level!

Get several years worth of industry knowledge and experience in one weekend!
You'll see songwriting in a whole new way and
discover a level of creative control you never thought possible.

e s April 08-10 2016, at Camp Wightman, North Stonington, CT
l’f ‘ A time away from the distractions of everyday life, where all you have to
Songcrafters’ ; think about is your music. A beautiful setting in the woods, with meals
Coloring Book . § and lodging provided, and a group size limited to 12. You'll get
T« Essential Guide personalized attention guaranteed to give you new ways to improve the
. wEfiectiveam - § - effectiveness of vour writine. and brine it to a new level.
: Successful
4 Songt'r!ting : Artists from as far as CA, FL, and Canada have come to this retreat, calling it
3 Bl Pora 0 "Transformative , "Life-Changing", and "Inspiring!"
E,L : # Great food as well!
i REGISTER NOW! DON'T BE LEFT OUT!

This program of Master Classes, performance and critique, is based on the concepts of
Grammy-winner Bill Pere's internationally acclaimed songwriting book, "Songcrafters'
Coloring Book", and is led by Bill and Kay. This content, presented nationally at major
conference events, is not available anywhere else at this affordable cost. All the details
about the program, the facilities, schedule and registration are online at:

http: / / www.ctsongs.com/ Retreat/SongwritingRetreat.htm

See what others have said -~ Check photos /reviews of the last retreat at the CSA website

The program is limited to 12 participants. The earlier you register, the lower the cost, and it
guarantees your spol. The cost includes meals, lodging, and all workshops.

(Note:! If you have to arrive late or leave early, we cannot make cost adjustments. Registration is non-refundable
except as stated on the website! www.cisongs.comn |

Member rate is for active members of CSA. RISA. Songsalive, Folk Alli N

(Before Nov 1,2015)  Member Rate = 3189 Non-member = $199 MEALS AND
(Nov | — Feb 28, 2016) Member Rate = $199  Non-member = $200 LODGING
(After Mar 1.2016) Member Rate = $199  Non Member = $219 INCLUDED 1

Two ways to Register, for your maximum convenience and security:

1. PAYPAL SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE (www ctsongs.com)

2: BY MAIL: Send check or Money Order payable to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355 (Include your e-mail
address. phone number, street address, and member ID #  (if applicable)

QUESTIONS ? Check the Website www.ctsongs.com for FAQ Info, photos, and reviews
If vou don't find what vou need, e-mail us at retreat@ctsongwriting.com




CSA PROUDLY ANNOUNCES
THE RELEASE OF OUR 21st COMPILATION CD
"SPIRIT and CONSCIENCE"
Now available at CSA meetings and through the CSA website.

(CSA members attending the January 31 workshop get a free copy)

1. Life is Great 3:08

\ (Laura Principato)
l “L 2. Our Last Goodbye
{ 3:37 (Judy Swanson)
\" | 3. Little By Little
L & " .' ’ 4:07 (Shawn Fisher)
‘& iLl\ 6

o - 4. Feed the Children 3:49
,~ Songs fiom theg "y,

. (Nancy Carpenter)
5. Rosa Lee (Elynne Plotnik) 3:30
6. Free 3:59 (Laura Principato)

¥ EGonpecticut SongwnterSfAssom ifion 7. Hole Where My Soul Was
: % “ (Tom Hazuka) 4:25
“ : 8. God Will Find a Way
S 4:37 (Shawn Fisher)

9. Wonderful Counselor
(Nancy Carpenter) 3:30

10. Stop the Slaughter 2:53
(Bill Katz)

11. My God 4:23
(Laura Principato)

@EY \ Compilatio Series‘olume 21 016 2/
A T ;" e All selections © 2016 by the original writers

We are still collecting songs for new compilations on the following themes:
Spiritual, Unusual Love Songs, Country Songs, Americana, Holiday songs.
We would like to do another release this year in time for the 2016 Holiday Season, so if

you have holiday songs (Christmas, Thanksgiving, New Year, Hannukah), get them in by
October 31! (see the CSA website for forms and submission guidelines).

GET YOUR SONGS IN NOW FOR THE NEXT RELEASE!



The 2015 LUNCH
HOLIDAY SHOW

LUNCH Holiday Shor 2076

The 19th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show on December 5 was a great success with an ensemble of 26
consisting of 7 CSA members with students and adults from the region joining in to present an original
stage play written by Bill Pere. "The HungUp Games: StockingDay", a parody of the Hunger Games,
featured original parodies of popular songs enhancing a fully scripted show. The event raised more than
$4000 for supporting social services and community outreach programs. Join us next year on December 3
for "Game of Clones: Winter is Coming"




SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a
song or lyric on CD (or do it live) to the
monthly meeting for critiquing by fellow
members. Please bring 20

copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State
members may have their songs or lyrics
critiqued by sending one submission with 20
typed copies of lyrics to: CSA, PO Box 511,
Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or
a double stamped return envelope. Please note
that since critiquing is designed to give
constructive feedback and suggestions for
improvement, songs which are meant only to
be shared for self expression (as opposed to
critiqued for improvement) should not be
submitted. These can be presented in
songsharing opportunities.

Questions about CSA Programs? Need To
check your

Membership status? Have a news item to
submit? Want to volunteer for a project?
Seeking a collaborator? Change of Address?
It's easy to contact CSA.

General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail:
info@ctsongs.com

Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership,
Special Projects: CSA membership PO Box
511 Mystic CT 06355 E-Mail:
info@ctsongwriters.com

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com

* COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES
AND NETWORKING : CSA provides
opportunities to meet collaborators and
providers of various music services. Make sure
you're listed on our web site.

* SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its
members get well-crafted songs targeted to
their best potential market. Songs may be
screened at meetings or by mail. Selected songs
are eligible for inclusion on CSA compilation
albums which are often given to industry pros.
Songs submitted for screening must have been
presented at a prior critique session.
(exceptions on a case-by-case basis)

* PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING
OUTLETS AND DISTRIBUTION :
Recordings by CSA members may be made
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or
Internet Distribution channels.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
OPPORTUNITIES: The LUNCH Program
offers opportunities to be involved in the
production and performance of benefit shows
to address hunger and poverty . For details,
contact info@ctsongwriting.com

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free
or discounted admission to monthly meetings and critique sessions, participation in the Song
Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion on Compilation CDs, free
classified ads, and discounts on goods and services.

Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $

E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com

An investment in CSA is

Mail to: Go to:

CSA Membership OR www.ctsongs.com and
PO Box 511 you may join online using
Mystic CT 06355 PayPal

an investment in yourself!

An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music since 1979

JOIN CSA ONLINE OF BY MAIL: wwuw.ctsongs.com/csajoin.htm




