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Tuesday January 14, 7:15pm 
Morgan House, 121 High St, Mystic CT 

 
"8 Keys to Success in the Music Business" 
This groundbreaking workshop has been presented at 

conferences across the U.S. 

     The music industry is first and foremost a 
people-driven business,  Success is based on 
networking and personal relationships.  In taking 
a song from creation to realization,  there are 
many roles that must be filled, and skills which 
must be brought to bear. 
     Understanding how a person prefers to take in 
information, make decisions, and communicate 
with others gives you an immeasurable advantage 
in negotiation, selling, collaborating, and working 
as part of a group. 

Why do bands break up ? 
What's really happening when there are creative 

differences?" 
Why are some collaborations successful while others fail ? 

What makes any relationship flourish ? 
What are the key words you need to get someone to say 

"yes" to your proposal ? 
What marketing tactics will work best for your target 

audience? 
What kind of agent can best represent you ? 

How you find the right producer ? 
Why is a person drawn to a particular style of music ? 

Why do some metaphors resonate with you, while others 
leave you cold ? 

Can successful couples be successful business and artistic 
partners ? 

What are your strengths and gaps as a Writer/ Artist ? 

  The answers to these and many other key questions will 
help you move more smoothly and quickly along your chosen 

path.  
This meeting is FREE for members, $5 for non-

members. CRITIQUE SESSION TO FOLLOw 

 

 
CRITIQUE SESSIONS 

Following regular CSA programs, as time permits, 
there will be a critique session. To participate in the 
critique session, members may bring a song on CD (or 
do it live), with 15 copies of typed lyric sheets, and 
receive constructive feedback. Critique sessions are a 
good forum for works in progress or rough demos. 
For best feedback, note on your lyric sheets the 
intended genre and audience for your song, and what 
your goals are (i.e. picked up by a commercial artist, 
self-produce, etc.). The programs at most CSA 
monthly meetings, except for special workshops, are 
free to members, $10 to non-members, applicable 
toward membership if you join within 30 days. 
Members are encouraged to bring a friend who might 
be interested in what CSA offers.  
 

 EVENT CALENDAR 
(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com) 

 
January  14 --   CSA Meeting – Mystic 
February 11 – CSA Meeting, Glastonbury YMCA 
March 11 --   CSA  Meeting,  Mystic 
April 4-6, 2014: -- CSA Songwriting Retreat 
May 13 – Annual Collaboration Workshop - Mystic 

 
CSA 2014 SONGWRITING RETREAT 

SLOTS ARE GOING! 
REGISTER NOW! 

Don’t Miss Out.  Register now for lowest rates! 
The last retreat was an amazing weekend, again 

eliciting descriptions of "Life-Changing" and 
"Inspiring".  If you missed out last time, 
register now to get the lowest  rates for  

April 4-6 2014 
REGISTER NOW AT WWW.CTSONGS.COM 

 
GIVE YOUR SONGWRITING A JUMP-

START AND GET ON THE FAST-TRACK! 
 

Success comes from opportunity. 
Opportunity comes from involvement. Get 

involved 
 

 
Guiding Artists Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation 



 
 
 
CSA Meeting January 14: Directions to the Morgan House, 121 High St, Mystic:   
 I-95 going North, Exit 89, turn right on to Allyn St.  I-95 going South, Exit 89, turn left 
onto Allyn St.  Go to the intersection of Rt 1 (2nd light), turn Left, heading toward 
downtown Mystic.   You'll quickly come to a 5-way intersection.  On your left is 
Union Baptist Church. Take a left and enter the church parking lot.  The Morgan 
House is the large white house on your right. 
Enter from the wooden walkway near the playground around back. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
GET A NICE TAX DEDUCTION FOR YOUR OLD STUFF !  
 
If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't need, 
consider donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction ! CSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair market value. We 
have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which certainly can be useful to us 
either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs through LUNCH.  We 
can use any office equipment and supplies, computers and electronics,  any type of music and studio 
equipment,  and any type of item that could be used for auction or raffle. We'll provide a tax receipt 
that will give you the best possible tax-deduction. If you have anything that you might like to 
donate, contact Bill Pere at bill@billpere.com.  THANKS ! 
 
 

REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2014 CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT!    
 Give yourself a jump-start and get your career on the fast-track!  www.ctsongs.com 

SLOTS ARE GOING – Don’t Be Left Out! 
 
TO CSA MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: 
 
As we enter a new year,  let's hope it will be even more creative, productive and positive than years past.  
CSA turns 35 this year, so we must be doing something right.   We appreciate all of our members and we hope you will  
become even more involved in CSA.  Many opportunities await those who wish to be a regular and familiar face at 
CSA activities.    
 
During the year we hope to present some written reflections from long time successful CSA members.  We hope these 
will inspire you to make the most of this great organization. You get out of it what you put into it.  
 
We hope to see you at CSA meetings, and especially at the CSA retreat, coming up in April.  There are just a few slots 
left, and as in years past we have some folks coming form far afield.    This is truly one of the best values in the 
industry today, as similar events cost 5-10 times as much. 
 
You'll have that rare opportunity to focus on just you and your music, in a beautiful setting with meals provided and no 
distractions.    This chance may not come around again.       
 
If you are relatively new to CSA, we have several regular meetings and workshops coming up during the year, so you 
have lots of chances to make yourself known and to be involved in our creative community.  
 
We look forward to a year filled with song and promise. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Bill Pere, President, CSA



 
CSA MEMBER HAPENINGS 

 
  

EDDIE AND THE PALACEADES SCORES HAT TRICK AT MTM SHOWCASE 
  
Eddie and the Palaceades, a new musical by Roy O’Neil and Stephen Feigenbaum was one of four new 
shows presented December 7, 2013 at the Manhattan Theater Mission’s New Musicals Showcase held at the 
Times Square Arts Center, 300 West 43rd St. in Manhattan. 
  
Smacking a bit of American Idol for playwrights, the four creative teams each put up a 20 minute excerpt of 
their shows and a panel of industry professionals evaluated the work and made awards.  Eddie and The 
Palaceades won awards for “Catchiest Song”, “Best Comedic Couple” and the big prize for “Audience 

Favorite”. 
Eddie and the Palaceades is set in Brass City and is the story 
of a one hit wonder who runs for mayor to save the old 
Palace theater.  The MTM presentation included the 
opening three scenes and four songs; “Bangarang” (award 
winner); “Meet Me At The Palace”; “Spread My Wings”; 
and “Bring Biggie Down”. 
  
Other musicals in the showcase were:  Mayday, a tale of the 
personal cost of war and the endurance of love; Mourning 
Becomes Ridiculous, an intellectual spoof of Greek tragedy; 
and Queen of the West, a period piece based on Theodore 
Dreiser’s novel, Sister Carrie. More info on the show can be 
found at the website www.eddieandthepalaceases.com 
  
When asked “What’s next for the show?” Roy explained 
that Semina Delaurentis at Seven Angels Theater in 

Waterbury has expressed interested in putting up a concert reading of the show.  And that would be the 
perfect next step for the musical’s development. 
  
Mr. O’Neil is a Waterbury native and Woodbury resident.  His past musical endeavors include American 
Brass, another Brass City story, which was presented at Broadway on the Green in Waterbury and included 
songs such as “We‘ve Got Brass“ and “Holy Land, USA“.  Mr. Feigenbaum holds a Masters degree in Music 
from Yale School of Music and in 2012 his show “Independents” was awarded “Best Production” at the 
New York Fringe Festival. 
 
================================= 
 

CSA's Alby Hurwit  has another of his orchestral pieces in the news.   "Are there Still Bells" was  
given its world premiere for the Holiday Season.   The eight minute composition was inspired 
by a poem of Henry Wordsworth Longfellow which keeps repeating the phrase "peace on earth, 
good will to men".   A 96-member choir and orchestra was conducted by Steven Mitchell as a 
part of the Asylum Hill Congregational Church Christmas service on Dec. 22 in Hartford.  
 
 

PHOTO: Roy O’Neil, Book Writer and Lyricist for Eddie and 
The Palaceades and Katy Baker, Artistic Director for Manhattan 
Theater Mission. 
 



                         The 17th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show  
to benefit social services 

 

 
 
Another great success, raising $4,000 for local 
social service programs. A Big Thanks to the CSA 
folks who provided their time, talent and support to 
help with this production.   
 
(photos are online at the LUNCH website www.lunchensemble.com) 

 

 

 
 

HELP SUPPORT CSA's COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
THROUGH MUSIC 



EARLY REGISTRATION GETS THE LOWEST RATES AND A GUARANTEED SPOT! 

 





 
THE UN-COMFORT ZONE with Robert Wilson 

 
   KA-BOOM! The Explosive Pain of Shame 
  Twelve years ago, I phoned a prospective client that I'd been courting for months. The last time we'd spoken, only a few 
weeks earlier, she expressed interest in my conducting a seminar for her company. This time she said, "I was in the 
audience at the Fox theatre last week; we won't be needing your services."   My face burned red with shame, as her words 
forced me to recall the most challenging experience I've ever had as a humorist. 
   It was my second year working as a presenter when I was hired to serve as the Master of Ceremonies for a landscape 
design association's award dinner. The job was easy enough, just read a description of what the recipient did to win the 
award, call them up to the stage, and give them a trophy. Grateful for the opportunity, and wanting to provide additional 
value to my service, I offered to open the program with a ten minute comedy routine. My client graciously accepted. 

   On the morning of the program, I woke up with the flu. I had a sore throat, congestion, 103 degree fever, chills and 
aches. I was miserable. Recalling the adage, "the show must go on," I dosed my self with the maximum allowed quantities 
of several over-the-counter medications. Throughout the day, I pumped myself up with chicken soup and hot tea. By show 
time, I was feeling pretty good. 
   I stepped onto the stage and told my first joke. To my shock no one laughed. So, I moved right onto my next one. Again, 
no one laughed. I'd never experienced this before and I started to feel a sense of panic. Nevertheless, I forged ahead and 
told joke number three. Silence! I couldn't understand it, I'd told these jokes dozens of times to dozens of audiences and 
they always laughed. 
    Joke number four fell flat. I was now in full panic, and at one point I couldn't even remember my next joke. I didn't 
know what to do. I didn't know how to recover. I plodded on hoping they would laugh at the next one. They never did. My 
throat became parched, and I had nothing to drink. With each unlaughed at joke, my throat became dryer and more 
constricted until I could barely speak. I skipped to the end, and delivered my very best jokes... still nothing. I finally 
finished, and received no applause - not that I expected any at that point. The whole thing lasted only five minutes - the 
longest five minutes of my life. 

   Remarkably the rest of the program went without a hitch. I read the descriptions, gave out the awards and completed 
evening. Needless to say, I never wanted to experience the humiliation of bombing so badly again. On the other hand, I 
didn't want to give up delivering humorous presentations - the joy of making people laugh is wonderful. I was determined 
to discover what went wrong, and how I could fix it. 
   In hindsight, I could see that my timing was off. I could easily blame that on being sick, but the real problem was that I 
didn't have the experience or know-how to turn it around. The first thing I did was make sure I always had a glass of 
water. The second thing I did was talk to several comedians and humorists to learn what they did when a joke bombed. 
Before long I had the answers I needed. 
   Now, when a joke tanks I make fun of it. First by making a whistling sound of a bomb dropping followed by the sound 
of explosion, then I say, "Whew, that joke didn't just bomb - it stunk!" I, then, wave the air where I was standing as if to 
blow away the smell, while stepping away from that spot dramatically as if the area, itself, was contaminated by nuclear 
fallout. That almost always gets a laugh. It also humanizes me in the eyes of the audience; I'm fallible and can make light 
of it. Usually the very next joke I tell will get a laugh, if only out of sympathy. I've learned many other techniques and as a 
result I haven't bombed since. 

   I was motivated by shame, one of the worst feelings an individual can have. I never wanted to feel that again. People 
confuse shame, guilt and embarrassment because they are very similar feelings, but the roots of these feelings are very 
different. We experience embarrassment, when we accidentally make a mistake such as spilling a drink down the front of 
our shirts. We suffer guilt, when we do something we know is wrong. Shame, however, is born of ignorance or of not 
having mastered a concept - such a social behavior - that we think we have mastered. 
   We feel shame when we are unexpectedly condemned or criticized for something we didn't know is incorrect. The shame 
comes when we recognize the obviousness of our error. It makes us feel stupid. If we know in advance that it is incorrect, 
the feeling we experience instead is guilt or embarrassment. 
   I recall being shamed by my classmates in elementary school when I shared a belief that women get pregnant by kissing. 
Hey, I came by it honestly! Remember that little song, "Johnny and Suzy sitting in tree, K-I-S-S-I-N-G. First comes love, 
then comes marriage, then comes Johnny with a baby carriage." 
   So, if shame was such an effective motivator for me, would I recommend using it to motivate others? ABSOLUTELY 
NOT! Shame is extremely motivating when it comes to eliminating unwanted behavior, but at the same time it is also a de-
motivator. Shame is so powerful, it can make someone feel worthless and completely shut them down. Shame hits like a 
fist, and when it comes during childhood, some people spend the rest of their lives trying to recover from it. Motivate 
instead with understanding and kind explanation. 

Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humorist.  He works with companies that want to be more competitive and with people who want to 
think like innovators.  For more information on Robert's programs please visit www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com. 



 
 
SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a song or lyric 
on  CD  (or do it live) to the monthly meeting for 
critiquing by fellow members. Please bring  20 
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State members may 
have their songs or lyrics critiqued by sending one 
submission with 20 typed copies of lyrics to: CSA, PO 
Box 511, Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or a 
double stamped return envelope. Please note that since 
critiquing is designed to give constructive feedback and 
suggestions for improvement, songs which are meant 
only to be shared for self expression (as opposed to 
critiqued for improvement) should not be submitted. 
These can be presented in songsharing  opportunities. 
 
Questions about CSA Programs? Need To check your 
Membership status? Have a news item to submit? 
Want to volunteer for a project? Seeking a 
collaborator? Change of Address? It's easy to contact 
CSA. 
 
General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail: 
info@ctsongs.com 
 
Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, Special 
Projects: CSA membership PO Box 511 Mystic CT 
06355 E-Mail: info@ctsongwriters.com 
 
CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com 

 
• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES AND 
NETWORKING : CSA provides opportunities to meet 
collaborators and providers of various music services. 
Make sure you're listed on our web site. 
 
• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get 
well-crafted songs targeted to their best potential 
market. Songs may be screened at meetings or by mail. 
Selected songs are eligible for inclusion on CSA 
compilation albums which are often given to industry 
pros. Songs submitted for screening must have been 
presented at a prior critique session. (exceptions on a 
case-by-case basis) 
 
• PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING OUTLETS 
AND DISTRIBUTION : Recordings by CSA members 
may be made available to retail outlets, radio stations, or 
Internet Distribution channels. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES: The 
LUNCH Program offers opportunities to be involved in 
the production and performance of benefit shows to 
address hunger and poverty .   For details, contact 
info@ctsongwriting.com  

 
 

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR NEW MEMBERS 
 
NAME ____________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
E_MAIL (required for newsletter) ___________________________ 
 
TODAY'S DATE:________________ BIRTH DATE  _____________ 
 
PHONE: (________)____________ OCCUPATION: ______________ 
 
CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE __Songwriter __Lyricist 
__Vocalist 
__Composer __Musician __Patron Other:___________________ 
 

 
Membership Categories 
(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories) 
(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter 
Subscription. For a paper copy by mail, add $10 per 
year) 
1 year New Membership $45 
2 year New Membership $80 (save $10) 
3 year New Membership $109 (save $26) 
Full Time Student (under 19) $40/yr 
Senior Citizen (60+) $40/yr 
Lifetime $400 one time total 
e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr. 12 
issues) 

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free or discounted admission to 
monthly meetings and critique sessions, participation in the Song Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion 
on Compilation CDs, free classified ads , and discounts on goods and services. 
 
Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $ ______ 
Mail to:                                      Go to: 
CSA Membership      OR            www.ctsongs.com  and 
PO Box 511                                 you may join online using 
Mystic CT 06355                          PayPal 
 

 
E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com 

 
An investment in CSA is 

an investment in yourself! 

 
An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music since 1979 


