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      THREE EVENTS FOR JULY-AUGUST      
 
The regular CSA meeting for July is Tuesday, 
July 10, 7:15pm, at Wesleyan University, Middletown 
(directions on page 2) .   
 A Look at Logos – Everyone knows that a logo is an 
important way to achieve recognition of your name 
and your brand.  But what  makes an exceptional logo 
and what makes a logo a no-go?  We will look at some 
actual examples of each.  If you have a logo, bring it 
along and we'll discuss.  If you don't have a logo and 
are looking for ideas, we'll help.      Following the 
discussion we'll have an in-depth critique session.  

CSA SUMMER SONGWRITING RETREAT --  
July 20-22 at the beautiful Gove Hill Retreat Center in 
Thetford, VT. Come yourself or bring the whole family 
for an amazing weekend.   The retreat is family-
friendly, with lots of great attractions within a 30-
minute radius.  Presented all across the U.S. -- Now 
brought to your doorstep!  A weekend of total immersion 
into the world of songwriting, in a beautiful rustic setting 
that is conducive to learning and creating new music. You 
will get College Level Master Classes in all aspects of the craft 
and business of songwriting, guaranteed to give you practical 
and actionable tools and techniques for helping you optimize 
your songs and take your writing to a new level.  This 
concentrated immersion in the songcrafting process will provide 
more information in 2 days than you would get in several years 
of monthly CSA meetings. Good home-cooked  meals and 2 
nights of comfortable lodging are all included, so you do not 
have to think about anything but your music. . You will not find 
more down-to-earth, practical, and well-researched information 
under any one roof.   INFO and REGISTRATION at 
www.govehillretreat.org/summer-songwriting-retreat.html 

August 11 – Songwriting Workshop with Steve 
Katz, of the legendary Blood Sweat and Tears, at the 
Allison Potter Studio, Kent, CT. For info and Registration 
call  860-927-4680. 
               

CRITIQUE SESSIONS 
Following regular CSA programs, as time permits, there 
will be a critique session. To participate in the critique 
session, members may bring a song on CD (or do it 
live), with 20 copies of typed lyric sheets, and receive 
constructive feedback. Critique sessions are a good 
forum for works in progress or rough demos. For best 
feedback, note on your lyric sheets the intended genre 
and audience for your song, and what your goals are 
(i.e. picked up by a commercial artist, self-produce, 
etc.). The programs at most CSA monthly meetings, 
except for special workshops, are free to members, $5 
to non-members, applicable toward membership if you 
join within 30 days. Members are encouraged to bring a 
friend who might be interested in what CSA offers. . 
 

CSA EVENT CALENDAR 
(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com) 

 
July 10 – CSA Meeting  Wesleyan Univ Middletown 
July 20-22 - Summer Songwriting  Retreat 
Aug 11 -  Workshop with Steve Katz of BS & T  
Sept 13 -  Workshop at Digita l Bear in Boston 
Sept 29 –PRO WORKSHOP with international 
                  Creativity Author Eric Maisel 
Oct 19-21   IMC in Hollywood 
Nov 13 -  Pitching & Publishing with Paula Savastano 
                     From NYC.  Wesleyan University.  
Dec  1 - LUNCH Holiday Show 
Dec 4  -  CSA meeting, Glastonbury with  Les Julian 
 

Success comes from opportunity. 
Opportunity comes from involvement. 

Get involved! 
CSA SUMMER SONGWRITING 

RETREAT July 20-22, Gove Hill Retreat 
Center, Thetford, VT 

You'll never look at songwriting the same 
way again! 

     Guiding Artists Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation 



 
 
 Directions to Wesleyan University:  
The meeting room at Wesleyan is B2B3,  South College near the Chapel in the 
core of the campus.    -- From New Haven take I 91 north to Exit 18 which is 
Route 66 which becomes Washington St in  Middletown.   Go right onto High St. 
after Memorial Green.   The chapel and South College are on High St.   See 
Wesleyan Univ.  Sign at the corner of Washington and High St.  --From the 
Merritt / Wilbur Cross Parkway (Route 15)  to Route 66 east to Middletown.  
--From Hartford or from New London, take Route 9  to Exit 15 in Middletown. 
This is Route 66 which  becomes  Washington St.   High St  is a left just before 
the Green.  --From Waterbury, take I 691 past Meriden. 691 becomes Route 66.  
See above.  --For automated travel directions call 860-685-3390.    Enter  
through glass door connector     

 
 

 

 
 
The Wesleyan Meeting Space:  Conference  Room B2-B3 

 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you have any used printer ink cartridges, please bring 
them with you to the meeting. CSA can recycle them and receive a donation. 

 
 

 
CSA SUMMER SONGWRITING RETREAT! 

If you missed out on the April retreat,  you can join us at the incredible Gove Hill Retreat 
Center in the Green Mountains of Thetford VT.    Families Welcome. 

July 20-22  --   http://www.govehillretreat.org/summer-songwriting-retreat.html 



 
 
 
 

JULY 20-22 at the incredible Gove Hill Retreat Center,  
Thetford,  VT  (Families are Welcome!) 

 
FAST-TRACK YOUR CAREER  with a weekend of master classes and hands-on workshops 

based on the groundbreaking principles of the internationally acclaimed  "Songcrafters' 
Coloring Book".   A good workshop challenges the way you think; a great workshop changes 

the way you think. No matter what your preferred musical style, goals, or level of 
proficiency, you'll feel inspired and learn to see songwriting in a whole new way, gaining a 
level of insight and control over your creative process that you never thought possible. The 

New York Times calls Bill Pere "The link between music and science".   Come, see and hear 
for yourself at Gove Hill Retreat's Annual Songwriting Retreat.  Bill and Kay's workshops 

have been called "Life-Changing" and "Transformative". 
 

 
Amazing home-cooked meals and comfortable rooms are provided.  You don't have to worry about 
anything except your music.    There is a brand new performance pavilion overlooking breathtaking 
views of the hills and valleys of the Green Mountains.  If you want to bring the family or come a day 
early, there are many things to do within a 30-minute radius. 
 

You can get more details and register online at: 
http://www.govehillretreat.org/summer-songwriting-retreat.html 

 
A $100 deposit is due upon registration with balance due upon arrival. Maximum participants 12. 

 
Participants should bring musical instruments if appropriate. A baby grand piano is available for 

participants' use. Weekend participants are also encouraged to bring their own songs in progress to 
share.  Expert Level-3 Constructive Critique is available all weekend for your growth.  There is a brand 
new outdoor performance space over looking a beautiful mountain vista.  We'll do an outdoor evening 

performance in the Gazebo.   The main meeting room has modern multi-media presentation equipment. 
 

Want to bring the family?  While you are attending your workshops during the day, there are many 
exciting things for the family to do all within a short distance from the retreat center.   Art and science 
museums,  natural wonders,  great restaurants,  antiquing, historic sites, and much more.  The retreat 

center has rooms equipped for families.  See the link above for special family rates. 
 

GIVE YOURSELF A JUMP-START!  Leave the hassles of every life behind to focus on you and your 
music, in a beautiful natural setting in an amazing 19th century manor house.  Home-cooked meals,  

individual attention, and you'll  never look at songwriting the same way again. 
 



 
http://alisonpalmerstudio.com/paypal/           or call 860-927-4680 (mention you are from CSA) 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1019102386 



Saturday Sept 29 – The Day Your Life Can Change! 

SPEND A DAY WITH ONE THE 
WORLD's LEADING FIGURES IN 
CREATIVITY RESEARCH AND 

COACHING  

Dr. Eric Maisel, author of 35 books on all aspects of creativity, wil l be on 
hand to conduct a CSA PRO Workshop.   Dr. Maisel teaches at the leading 
creativity institutes in the US and abroad, including Paris and Prague. 

     This CSA Creativity Workshop will be held on Saturday Sept 29, 1pm-5pm at the 
Mystic Workshop/Performance Space, 40 Washington St, Mystic.  Registration 
(recommended in advance) is $30 for CSA members, $35 for non-members.  
     Some of Dr. Maisel's workshop topics include  "Your Best Life in the Arts",  
"Bringing Meaning to Life", and  Deep Writing  workshops.    All of these elements will 
be combined to address the specific needs of those who express and communicate 
through writing and performing music and song. 
     Some of Dr. Maisel's presentations look at  unique challenges that writers face. His 
workshops are ideal for writers of every level of experience, from published authors to 
writers who have yet to begin. It is also ideal for writers who want to discover what 
they want to write, who are hoping to get back to a beloved project, or who are 
immersed in a current project. 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

REGISTER NOW at www.ctsongs.com .  Space is limited.   
Advance registration is recommended. 

YOUR BEST LIFE IN THE ARTS 

Are you a novelist, painter, dancer, singer, songwriter, filmmaker, weaver, performance artist, poet or other 
creative or performing artist? If you are, you know exactly how many challenges confront you on a daily 
basis. You know how hard it is to make art, to find success in the marketplace, to manage your relationships, 
and to keep your spirits up as a working artist. You may even doubt that there are any good answers to these 
very real problems. Join Dr. Eric Maisel, America’s foremost creativity coach and the author of more than 
35 books including Fearless Creating, Coaching the Artist Within, and The Van Gogh Blues, and learn 
powerful answers that will give you the best chance to succeed artistically, emotionally and practically as an 
artist. Dr. Maisel has worked with thousands of artists in a wide variety of settings. Take this opportunity to 
learn how to create your best life in the arts. 
 
 
 
 



 

SONG SHARE OPPORTUNITY! 

9th Annual House Party and Jam, hosted by Gary Gipstein  
Saturday July 21, 2012 

 A great way to spend an easy afternoon doing nothing or showcasing your 
talent inone of the best venues an artist can have! 
The 9th Annual House Party and Jam! 
 
WHO: EVERYONE WHO LOVES TO LISTEN TO OR PLAY ANY STYLE OF 
MUSIC! 

 
WHAT: OPEN MIC’ FORMAT FOR MUSIC –    
         FAMILY STYLE  BACKYARD PICNIC 
 
PROVIDED to EAT:   Hamburgers – Hot Dogs – Condiments – Watermelon 
Soda/Water 
PROVIDED FOR MUSIC:   Tented Stage - Complete Sound System - Stage 
piano  -  5 piece trap set w/ some percussion instruments - Bass amp w/ 
Electric bass guitar Acoustic or Electric guitars to borrow. 
 
Feel free to bring an instrument or just hum along! Talent has been 
incredible over the years.    Come enjoy and bring a friend! 

 WHAT CAN YOU BRING: SIDE DISH, SALAD OR DESSERT 

                              DEFINITELY YOUR OWN FOLDING CHAIR(S) 
 
WHY: Because we love music and good company! 
 
 Any Singer/Songwriters, or  folks that always wanted to play in or with  
 a band, this is the place!. 

DIRECTIONS AT:     www.housepartyandjam.com 



 

 
SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a song or lyric 
on  CD  (or do it live) to the monthly meeting for 
critiquing by fellow members. Please bring  20 
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State members may 
have their songs or lyrics critiqued by sending one 
submission with 20 typed copies of lyrics to: CSA, PO 
Box 511, Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or a 
double stamped return envelope. Please note that since 
critiquing is designed to give constructive feedback and 
suggestions for improvement, songs which are meant 
only to be shared for self expression (as opposed to 
critiqued for improvement) should not be submitted. 
These can be presented in songsharing  opportunities. 
 
Questions about CSA Programs? Need To check your 
Membership status? Have a news item to submit? 
Want to volunteer for a project? Seeking a 
collaborator? Change of Address? It's easy to contact 
CSA. 
 
General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail: 
info@ctsongs.com 
 
Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, Special 
Projects: CSA membership PO Box 511 Mystic CT 
06355 E-Mail: info@ctsongwriters.com 
 
CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com 

 
• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES AND 
NETWORKING : CSA provides opportunities to meet 
collaborators and providers of various music services. 
Make sure you're listed on our web site. 
 
• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get 
well-crafted songs targeted to their best potential 
market. Songs may be screened at meetings or by mail. 
Selected songs are eligible for inclusion on CSA 
compilation albums which are often given to industry 
pros. Songs submitted for screening must have been 
presented at a prior critique session. (exceptions on a 
case-by-case basis) 
 
• PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING OUTLETS 
AND DISTRIBUTION : Recordings by CSA members 
may be made available to retail outlets, radio stations, or 
Internet Distribution channels. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES: The 
LUNCH Program offers opportunities to be involved in 
the production and performance of benefit shows to 
address hunger and poverty .   For details, contact 
info@ctsongwriting.com  

 
 

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR NEW MEMBERS 
 
NAME ____________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
E_MAIL (required for newsletter) ___________________________ 
 
TODAY'S DATE:________________ BIRTH DATE  _____________ 
 
PHONE: (________)____________ OCCUPATION: ______________ 
 
CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE __Songwriter __Lyricist 
__Vocalist 
__Composer __Musician __Patron Other:___________________ 
 

 
Membership Categories 
(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories) 
(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter 
Subscription. For a paper copy by mail, add $10 per 
year) 
1 year New Membership $45 
2 year New Membership $80 (save $10) 
3 year New Membership $109 (save $26) 
Full Time Student (under 19) $40/yr 
Senior Citizen (60+) $40/yr 
Lifetime $400 one time total 
e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr. 12 
issues) 

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free or discounted admission to 
monthly meetings and critique sessions, participation in the Song Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion 
on Compilation CDs, free classified ads , and discounts on goods and services. 
 
Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $ ______ 
Mail to:                                      Go to: 
CSA Membership      OR            www.ctsongs.com  and 
PO Box 511                                 you may join online using 
Mystic CT 06355                          PayPal 
 

 
E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com 

 
An investment in CSA is 

an investment in yourself! 

An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music since 1979 


