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INSIGHT! Is Your Song Working?

Critique: The Forgetten Fourth Role

The CSA meeting for November will be
held Tuesday November 8, 7:15pm at
Wesleyan University, Middletown
Directions on pg 2 and at www.ctsongs.com.

It's time once again for the all-important all-
critique session, so that we can spend extra
time on each song and go into depth about
what's working and what may need attention.

One of the things that sets CSA members
apart from so many other writers today is the
uinderstanding of the importance of getting
feedback on songs early in the process, from
folks who understand the craft of
songwriting.

| often return from music conferences with
dozens of CDs handed to me by artists who
clearly have spent lots of money on their
projeect, but who have just as clearly never
had anyone provide input on their songss.

Bring your song on CD or do it live, with 20
copies of types lyric sheet., and get supportive
constructive feedback. If there is time, we
may be able to do 2 songs per person, so be
prepared.

This meeting is free for CSA members, $5
for non-members.

See you there, and bring a friend!

JUMPSTART YOUR CAREER

AND GAIN A NEW LEVEL

OF CONTROL OVER YOUR
CREATIVE OUTPUT!

CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT]
APRIL 6-8, 2012 -- REGISTER
NOW FOR BEST RATES AND A
GUARANTEED SLOT

www.ctsongs.com

RATES GO UP DECEMBER 1

COMBINING ARTS, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR 32 YEARS

CSA EVENT CALENDAR

(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com)

Oct 31 - CSA compilation submission deadline
Nov 8 - Wesleyan University, MicroStructure and In-Dpeth Critique
Dec 6 - Glastonbury TBD
Dec 03 2011 The Annual LUNCH Holiday Show
Winter 2012 - The Secrets of successful Song Structure
- Colloaboration Workshop

Apr 6-8 2012 - CSA Songwriting Retreat
Apr 28 2012 - Voices For Hope Finals
May 2012 - Podunk Songwriting Contest Submission deadline
Success comes from opportunity.
Opportunity comes from
involvement. Get involved!

Guiding Songs Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation
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( CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

Directions to Wesleyan University:
The meeting room at Wesleyan is B2B3, South College near the Chapel in the core of the campus.
-- From New Haven take | 91 north to Exit 18 which is Route 66 which becomes Washington St in
Middletown. Go right onto High St. after Memorial Green. The chapel and South College are on High St.
See Wesleyan Univ. Sign at the corner of Washington and High St.

--From the Merritt / Wilbur Cross Parkway (Route 15) to Route 66 east to Middletown.

--From Hartford or from New London, take Route 9 to Exit 15 in Middletown. This is Route 66 which
becomes Washington St. High St is a left just before the Green.

--From Waterbury, take 1 691 past Meriden. 691 becomes Route 66. See above.

--For automated travel directions call 860-685-3390. Enter through glass door connector

PHOTO MAP ONLINE AT WWW.CTSONGS.COM

PLEASE NOTE: If you have any used printer ink cartridges, please bring them
with you to the meeting. CSA can recycle them and receive a donation.

TAX SEASON! GET A TAXDEDUCTION FOR YOUR OLD STUFF!

If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't need, consider
donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction !

How to
Get There!

CSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair
market value. We have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which certainly can be
useful to us either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs through LUNCH.

We can use any office equipment and supplies, old computers, any type of music and studio equipment,
and any type of item that could be used for auction or raffle. We'll provide a tax receipt that will give you
the best possible tax-deduction. If you have anything that you might like to donate, contact Bill Pere at
bill@billpere.com

The 2011 Independent Music Conference was an amazing event this year,
held at the Musicians Institute in Hollywood. Bill Pere and Kay Pere were
there to represent CSA, conductng 5 workshops and sitting on 2 panels.
The event was truly international in scope, with artists from Norway,
Canada, Australia, South Korea, France, and across the U.S. We
congratulate Noel Ramos for putting on a tremendously successful event.
Photos on page 4.

Thursday November 17 is National Philanthropy Day. Bill and Kay Pere
will be receiving an award from the national Association of Fundraising
Professionals for their outstanding work in using music to raise money for
a wide range of charitable organizations both locally and globally.  As
songwriters, we have a unique medium which can reach people and move
them to act. Never underestimate the power that lies in making your
music be about something greater than yourself.



CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT

RATES GO UP ON DECEMBER 1

What others have said:
"Life-Changing! "A Transformative Experience!"
"You've given me a whole new way to approach songwriting”

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN- LIMITED TO JUST 12 SLOTS
Slots are going - Reserve your spot now!

Take control of your creative process!
Take your songwriting to a new level!

Get several years worth of CSA knowledge in one weekend!
You'll see songwriting in a whole new way and experience a level of
creative control you never thought possible.

A time away from the distractions of everyday life, where all you have to think about is
your music. A beautiful setting in the woods, with meals and lodging provided, and a

group size limited to 12. You'll get personalized attention guaranteed to give you new ways
to improve the effectiveness of your writing, and bring it to a new level.

S — April 13-15, 2012, at Camp Wightman,
f North Stonington, CT

. Songcrafters’ §° ' The nrogram of Master Classes, performance and critique,

%Colormg Book J will be based on the concepts of Bill Pere's internationally

{ The Essential Guide % acclaimed songwriting book, "Songcrafters' Coloring Book",
fgf... to Effective and. 5 and led by Bill and Kay. This content, presented nationally at
"g' Successful - P major conference events, is not available anywhere else at this
Songwriting 5§ affordable cost. All the details about the program, the

? facilities, schedule and registration are online at:

http://www.ctsongs.com/Retreat/SongwritingRetreat.htm
See what others have said -- There are photos and reviews
of the last retreat at the CSA website/

The program is limited to 12 participants. The earlier you register, the lower the cost, and it

guarantees your spot. The cost includes meals, lodging, and all wor kshops.
(Note: If you haveto arrive late or leave early, we cannot make cost adjustments).

Bill Pere

Register by: Member rateisfor active members of CSA, RISA, Songsalive, IndieGrrl
(Before Dec 1) Member Rate = $170 Non-member = $185

(Dec 1 —Feb 29) Member Rate = $188 Non-member = $198
(Mar 1—Mar 25) Member Rate = $198 Non Member = $208

Three ways to Register, for your maximum convenience and security:
1. PAYPAL SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE (www.ctsongs.com)
2: VISA/IMASTERCARD SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE

3. BY MAIL: Send check or Money Order payableto CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355 (I nclude your e-mail address,
phone number, street address, and member ID # (if amember of CSA, RISA, IndieGrrl, IMC, or Songsalive).

QUESTIONS ? Check the Website for FAQ Info. If you don't find what you need, e-mail us at retreat@ctsongwriting.com



Bill on a business panel discussing how not to get

scammed

——

Bill and Kay
with Annette

Conlon of
Nette Radio

TheMusicians
Institute sits
right on the
Hollywood Star
Walk of Fame

Alex Del Zoppo,
of Sweetwater
(the first band to
play at
Woodstock in
1969 ) looks
through Bill
Pere's
songwriting
book ------- >

<--- Kay Pere sits
on a panel with
Insudtry Pros
Steven Mermel,
Alex Del Zoppo,
Joe Solo, Emiko
Carlin, and Emily
Zuzik

Kay with premiere
Hollywood

performance coach
Steven Memel --->

Bill and Kay present
workshops on
songwriting, voice, and
creative process

SEE YOU
NEXT YEAR!



THE UN-COMFORT ZONE with Robert Wilson
The First Million

Until I was thirty years old, I wasn’t much of a fisherman. I’d take a rod and reel along on a camping
trip, but I never expected to catch much of anything. In my mind, fishing was a relaxing past time you enjoyed
with friends and beer. Then my buddy Brian asked me to go fishing. I took him to a lake I knew that was
hidden in the woods; and he taught me how to fish for bass. He showed me how to cast my lure along the edge
of the lake; how to give the line a couple of tugs to “jig” the lure and attract the fish; then to reel it back in
quickly.

I accepted his instructions affably, but with little faith, then popped open a bottle of beer and started to
get into the rhythm of relaxation. Cast, tug, reel. Swig. Cast, tug, reel. Swig. Cast, tug, reel... Whoa! Something
hit my line. Hard. Really hard! I’d never felt anything like that before. My line started spinning out of the reel
with a high-pitched whining sound. I cranked it back in as fast I as could, but the drag was set too low and the
fish was pulling it back out faster than I could turn the handle.

Suddenly, a hundred feet in front on me, a bright green monster burst out of the lake. It was a large-
mouth bass that came full length out of the water. Shimmering in the sunlight, he shook his head back and forth
in an attempt to break free from my hook, then splashed back beneath the surface. I couldn’t believe it - it was
just like I’d seen on television - and it was happening to me.

Afraid that I’d lose the fish, I yelled at the top of my lungs, “Brian, Help!” He was nearly halfway
around the lake, but he dropped his own rod and charged toward me; yelling instructions all the way. I
tightened the drag and reeled the fish in a little, then let him pull the line back out to tire him. It felt like an
hour, but was probably less than ten minutes, before I finally got him in. He was 18 inches long and weighed
eight pounds. The bass wasn’t the only one to get hooked that day; I was too - I couldn’t wait to go fishing
again!

For the first time in my life, I had experienced fishing success. Success in anything is very motivating.
It builds confidence and encourages you to keep pursuing that particular endeavor.

In sales, getting to that first closed deal is critical for getting people to stay in that profession. When I
started out in my first sales job, I recall becoming deeply discouraged by hearing “No,” over and over again. |
mistakenly took the rejection personally, and wanted to give up too soon. I recall the old timers advising me,
“It’s just a numbers game - you have to get a certain number of rejections before you’ll get a sale.”

Over time, I realized that was not really accurate. It is only a numbers game in that every single sales
attempt is a baby step up the learning curve. You learn how to read body language; and how to listen carefully
to what your prospect is telling you about his or her needs. Then from these things you gain clues in how to
share your expertise so that your customer has enough confidence to buy from you. Eventually, you go from
baby steps to giant steps. Wealthy, successful people have always said, “The first million is the hardest to
make.”

Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humorist. He works with companies that want to be more competitive and
with people who want to think like innovators. For more information on Robert's programs please visit
www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com.



OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

If you like Bluegrass music, this is for you -
If you have never gotten into Bluegrass
music, this is still for You!

THIRD ANNUAL COMPETITION

CSA has partners with the well known Podunk Bluegrass Music Festival to present a
songwriting competition opportunity., with some great prizes and a chance to be heard by
thousands of people. If you've written any bluegrass songs, here's a chance to put them to
work for you. Most importantly, if you've never written in the Bluegrass style, here's a great
reason to give it a try! Bluegrass, by it's very nature, is meant to be accessible to all, an easy
style to write in. One of the great things about the style is that you don't need a percussion set
or really fancy lyrics. Listen to some examples and give it a try.

All the details and entry forms are online at http://www.ctsongs.com.
Click the Podunk logo.

ALL FINALISTS WILL RECEIVE

--All Access Podunk credentials for up to two

--Listing and link on the Podunk Bluegrass website

--One-year subscription to Bluegrass Music Profiles magazine

1st PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE

-- A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either
Thursday, August 4 or Friday August 5, 2011. Must include song

chosen as one of the top three.
-- A check for $300 (Three hundred)
-- Lifetime Membership to CT Songwriters Association ($400 value)
2nd PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE

-- A check for $150. (One hundred Fifty)

-- A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either
Thursday, August 4 or Friday August 5, 2011. Must include song
chosen as one of the top three.

3rd PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE

-- A check for $50.00 (Fifty)

-- A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either
Thursday, August 4 or Friday August 5, 2011. Must include song

chosen as one of the top three.

Contestants must enter by May 1, 2012 by completing the Official Entry Form and mailing it to:
CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic, CT 06355 USA OR by entering online at www.ctsongs.com

WHAT ISBLUEGRASSMUSIC?  adiscussion by C. Roger Moss, Podunk Bluegrass Music Festival

Bluegrass is a style of acoustic music that originated in the 1940s when Bill Monroe, Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs combined elements of
country/western, gospel and blues music with the British, Irish, and Scottish music of their Appalachian mountain heritage. It is played most
commonly on the mandolin, fiddle, five-string banjo, six-string guitar, and upright bass, but the resonator guitar ("Dobro"), harmonica, and electric
bass are also found in bluegrass. Percussion is not generally used, with the insistent rhythm being a result of the interplay of the stringed
instruments. Bluegrass music is often called "that high lonesome sound" but it includes a wide range of lively instrumentals, sweet ballads in three-
part harmony, soulful a cappellagospel quartets and up-tempo love songs.

The unique, driving sound of the original Blue Grass Boys was built upon by many musicians, including the Stanley Brothers, Reno & Smiley, Jim
& Jesse, and Jimmy Martin. Bluegrass blossomed with artists like the Osborne Brothers, the Dillards, the Seldom Scene, the New Grass Revival,
and Hot Rize. Today bluegrassis popular worldwide, and its stars include Ricky Skaggs, Alison Krauss & Union Station, the Del McCoury Band,
Laurie Lewis, the Lonesome River Band, Blue Highway, and the Nashville Bluegrass Band.

Bluegrass is a very inclusive music, with friendly and informal jam sessions springing up around almost every event. It's a great way to learn to
play an instrument and sing, for kids and adults alike. Almost all bluegrass events have a family atmosphere, and performers and listeners are
equally welcome. We hope to see you soon at a bluegrass event!



CALLING ALL WRITERS

THE CSA 2011 COMPILATIONS
Get your songs in by October 31, 2011

CSA Compilation CDs are released when there are enough songs submitted in a particular category. CSA CDs have
received radio airplay and are displayed at national conferences, and the digital downloads pay artist royalties.

1: SONGS of SOCIAL RELEVANCE - Songs that address an issue of social importance --

hunger, homelessness, the environment, substance abuse, global warming...... This is your chance to
speak out and be heard. TIP: Don't just write a song that preaches --
Make your point by showing it, not telling it.

2. SPIRITUAL/INSPIRATIONAL SONGS - our 4th collection in this very

popular series. See our previous Spiritual/lnspirational collections "Share the Journey" , "A Light Ahead",
and "Along the Road" for examples of songs that fit this category.

3 HOLIDAY SONGS - one of the favorite categories -- CSA has released four great holiday
collections. The holidays keep coming, and so do the songs'!

4. GOOD OL' COUNTRY SONGS ! Always popular, and there is no lack of good quality

country songs in CSA.

5: COLLABORATIONS ! - Songs written by two or more writers - any style.
Please Remember: submission is not a guarantee of inclusion.

GUIDELINES

= At least one writer must be a current CSA member. All songs must be professionally produces, up to 'radio-ready' standards.
= Social Relevance songs must address a specific topic and social issue, such as hunger, homelessness, substance abuse,
the environment, global warming, etc...
= Spiritual Inspirational songs must be appropriate to the category. See examples on the previous CSA Compilations
"Share the Journey" , "Along the Road"., and "A Light Ahead".
= Holiday songs must have some winter holiday theme. (Christmas, New Year, Hanukkah, Thanksgiving)
= Country songs may be about any topic, but should have a country music feel to the arrangement.
* Collaborative songs must have at least one writer who is an active CSA member.
Please specify for which CD Collection you are submitting.
= Any musical style is okay
= Submission is NOT a guarantee of acceptance. Songs will be selected based on :
-- Appropriateness to the theme
-- Song Crafting
-- Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready)
-- Available space on the CD (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,
those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will be given greater consideration.
Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).
Unsigned songs are preferred. If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release
from the publisher must be provided.
Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA CD Compilation of the same theme,
but may be re-submitted if they also fit a different theme.
Submissions will not be returned.
At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,
with royalties paid to the writers.
TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:
= A recording of the song on CD, suitable for duplication (put your name and contact info on the CD)
Clearly indicate the TIME of the track, in minutes: seconds
A lyric sheet (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet)
A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com)
A non-refundable one-time $15 per song processing fee payable to CSA.
If you want your complementary copy to be mailed to you, please include $3 for postage.
(there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not)
Send your recording, lyric sheet, release form, and $15 (+ $3 postage) to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to know if it acceptable for consideration before
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session




SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a song or lyric on cassette to the
monthly meeting for critiquing by fellow members. Please bring 30-40
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State  members may have their songs or
lyrics critiqued by sending one submission with 20 typed copies of lyrics
to: CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or a double
stamped return envelope. Please note that since critiquing is designed to
give constructive feedback and suggestions for improvement, songs which
are meant only to be shared for self expression (as opposed to critiqued for
improvement) should not be submitted. These can be presented in song-
sharing opportunities.

FREE ACCESS to CT SONGS CAFE -- The CSA online area for posting
notices, getting your electronic newsletter, and other features.

= COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES AND NETWORKING
CSA provides opportunities to meet collaborators and providers of
various music services. Make sure you're listed on our web site.

* SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get well-crafted

songs targeted to their best potential market. Songs are screened at
meetings 2-3 times a year, or by mail. Selected songs are eligible for
inclusion on CSA compilation albums which are often given to
industry pros. Songs submitted for screening must have been
presented at a prior critique session. (exceptions on a case-by-case
basis)

= PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING OUTLETS AND

Questions about CSA Programs? Need To check your
Membership status? Have a news item to submit? Want to
volunteer for a project? Seeking a collaborator? Change of
Address? It's easy to contact CSA.

General Info: www.ctsongs.com  E-mail: info@ctsongs.com

Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, Special Projects:
CSA membership PO Box 511 Mystic CT 06355
E-Mail: info@ctsongwriters.com

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com

DISTRIBUTION : Recordings by CSA members may be made
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or Internet Distribution
channels.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES: The LUNCH
Program offers opportunities to be involved in the production and
performance of benefit shows to address hunger and poverty in
Connecticut. Contact info@ctsongwriting.com for details.

NAME

ADDRESS:

E_MAIL (required for newsletter )

TODAY'S DATE: BIRTH DATE

PHONE: ( ) OCCUPATION:

CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE __Songwriter __ Lyricist

_ Vocalist
__Composer __Musician __Patron Other:

and discounts on goods and services.

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR NEW MEMBERS (This form not valid for membership renewals)

Membership Categories
(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories)
(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter
Subscription. For a paper copy by mail, add $10 per year)

[ 1 year New Membership $45
L1 2 year New Membership $80 (save $10)
[ 3 year New Membership $109 (save $26)
LI Full Time Student (under 19) $40/yr
U Senior Citizen (60+) $40/yr
U Lifetime $400 one time total
[ e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr. 12 issues)

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free or discounted admission to monthly meetings and
critique sessions, participation in the Song Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion on Compilation CDs, free classified ads ,

Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $

Mail to:

CSA Membership
PO Box 511
Mystic CT 06355

Goto

OR

using PayPal.

www.ctsongs.com and
you may join online

E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com

An investment in CSA is
an investment in yourself!

Connecticut Songwriters Association
PO Box 511., Mystic, CT 06355
Serving Music's Artisans
and Craftsmen Since 1979

An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music







