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Combining Arts,
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Community Outreach

CSA is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to
improving the art and craft of original musical and lyrical composition.
Serving music's artisans and craftsmen since 1979.

1979 - 2010 : 31 Years of Combining Arts, Education, and Community Outreach

Sat, Oct 02. Mystic - CSA Fall PRO WORKSHOP-
Promotion and Marketing

for Film and TV placements

CRITIQUE SESSION
CSA FALL PRO WORKSHOP Following the program, as time permits, there

_ will be a critique session. To participate in the
S‘_atur_day Oct 2’ 1 4D!Tl critique session, members may bring a song on
Pitching and promoting your CD (or do it live), with 20 copies of typed lyric

: sheets, and receive constructive feedback.
songs for film/TV placements Critique sessions are a good forum for works in

with Marci Geller from NYC. progress or rough demos.  For best feedback,

. . . -l note on your lyric sheets the intended genre and
(detal Is and reglstratlon InSIde) audience for your song, and what your goals are

(i.e. picked up by a commercial artist, self-
produce, etc.). The programs at most CSA

COMING monthly meetings, except for special workshops,
. are free to members, $5 to non-members,

Tuesday Nov 9, 7:15pm applicable toward membership if you join within

Release the Star in You - A 30 days. Members are encouraged to bring a
. . . friend who might be interested in what CSA

session with John Battaglia offers. .

from NYC, image consultant CSA EVENT CALENDAR

for top artists like Beyonce and (for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com)

USher (detalls and reg|8trat|0n Oct 2 CSA Licensing Workshop, Mystic

|nSide) Oct 16 LUNCH Benefit performance 7pm, First Baptist Church

of West Hartford

Nov 9 CSA Meeting , Wesleyan Univ, Middletown
John Battaglia, agent for Beyonce and Usher

Nov 18-21  IMC Conference, Northampton, MA
CO M I N G Dec 4 14th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show - Stonington
November 18-21’ Dec 7 CSA Meeting - Glastonbury with Joe Manning
- Apr 1-3, 2011 : CSA Songwriting Retreat! Register Now!
The 2011 I ndependent M usic Apr 30, 2011: Voices For Hope finalists concert

Conference, Northampton,
MA (details inside)

Bring a Friend !

CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN !

Success comes from opportunity.
Opportunity comes from involvement. Get involved!

COMBINING ARTS, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR 31 YEARS

Guiding Songs Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation
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( CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

How to

- Get There!
DIRECTIONS FOR MEETING: Mystic Chamber of Commerce Conference Room

(14 Holmes St) : Coming North on 1-95, take Exit 89. Go right off the Exit onto Allyn St

Go about 2 miles and come to a light and the intersection of Rt 1. Turn left onto Rt 1 and go a short
way to the 5-way intersection overlooking Main St, Mystic. Proceed down the Main Street of Mystic,
across the drawbridge, to the flagpole (Holmes St). Turn left at the flagpole onto Holmes. Pass a few
storefronts and you'll see a red brick building, #14 Holmes St. To park, turn right just before the brick
building onto Church St, and park in the lot behind the brick building. The entrance for the Chamber
of Commerce is at the far right as you face the rear of the building. Go down the corridor. The room
is on the right. Coffee and Snacks available !

PLEASE NOTE: If you have any used printer ink cartridges, please bring them
with you to the meeting. CSA can recycle them and receive a donation.

Bill and Kay Pere jam with Bluegrass
artist Bill Taylor on a a slap-board, a
brand new kind of instrument which he
invented and patented.
Indiegrrl Conference, Knoxville TN
August 2010

Tuesday November 09, 7:15pm, Wesleyan
University, Middletown (directions)

From NY C - Meet John Battaglia, the former
manager and image consultant for Beyonce,
Usher, and a host of great rock and pop
personalities. Learn the tricks of how to make
the right impression by what people see, aswell
aswhat they hear. AsPresident of "The
Rockstar In You" John knows what it takesto
make it in the tough New Y ork scene. Come
learn, and take advantage of this fantastic chance

“c' ( RIN i 0 to learn from atop-tier pro. John also takes on
| U individua clients.
JOHN RATTAGIIN This program is $10 for members, $15 for non-
\

members




CSA FALL PRO-WORKSHOP

PITCHING AND PROMOTION SECRETS FOR
SUCCESSFULLY LICENSING YOUR MUSIC

Saturday Oct 2 1-4pm, Mystic Chamber of Commerce.
A WORKSHOP AND CRITIQUE WITH one of today's most successful
Mainstream-turned-Indie artists from New York Music Scene

Marci Geller

The workshop will be held 1-4pm at the Mystic Chamber of Commerce Conference
Room, 14 Holmes St, Mystic. Space is limited. Critique will be done in the order that
your registration is received.

REGISTER NOW - SPACE IS LIMITED! Registration in advance is just $26 for
members of CSA, $30 non-members. To register: Send check or money order to: CSA,
PO Box 511. Mystic CT 06355 or sign up securely online (www.ctsongs.com) via PayPal

CSA has been fortunate over the years to have great presenters from all across the
country. We are pleased to bring you an opportunity to to learn from one of the most
successful mainstream-turned-indie artists, Marci Geller, from the New York music
scene.

Marci has toured the US, has appeared on network TV on "Live with Regis", and has
had a successful career as a dance artist, on track to be another Paula Abdul. Now as an
Indie artist, Marci is extremely successful at getting film and TV placements for her
songs, and can provide real insight into life as a big-label artist vs life as an
Independent.

Learn the secrets of pitching and promoting your music and yourself for film and TV
placement, how to set up tours, and tapping into great Indie-friendly venues.

SIGN UP NOW FOR THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SPEND SOME TIME WITH
ONE OF TODAY'S SUCCESSFUL ARTISTS WHO HAS SEEN THE BUSINESS
FROM BOTH SIDES.

SPACE IS LIMITED AND PRE_REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED.
SONGS WILL BE CRITIQUED IN THE ORDER OF REGISTRATION.

Directions to Mystic Camber of Commerce Conference Room (14 Holmes St)

Coming North on 1-95, take Exit 89. Go right off the Exit onto Allyn St Go about 2 miles and come to a
light and the intersection of Rt 1. Turn left onto Rt 1 and go a short way to the 5-way intersection
overlooking Main St, Mystic. Proceed down the Main Street of Mystic, across the drawbridge, to the
flagpole (Holmes St). Turn left at the flagpole onto Holmes. Pass a few storefronts and you'll see a red
brick building, #14 Holmes St. To park, turn right just before the brick building onto Church St, and park
in the lot behind the brick building. The entrance for the Chamber of Commerce is at the far right as you
face the rear of the building.  Go down the corridor. The room is on the right. Coffee and snacks.
Workshop space is limited, so advance registration is recommended. (see above)




REMEMBERING GEORGE DAVID WEISS
A Reflection by Bill Pere

The music world is a bit more silent with the August 23
passing of George David Weiss. One of all-time great hit
composers ("What a Wonderful World", "Can't Help Falling
in Love", "Lion Sleeps Tonight", and so many more), he
was truly one of the best. He was a personal friend and
mentor to me for many years, and a great supporter of
CSA. I first met George in 1980 in New Haven where he
and Sheila Davis, along with other colleagues, came up
from NYC to teach us how to present and critique songs.
Over the years, I had regular dinner conversations with
George before his 15 appearances with CSA (we'd often
meet at Friendly's) and we corresponded many times by
letter (yes, the handwritten kind). In 1994 he wrote a
personal endorsement for me recommending that I be
appointed as Connecticut State Troubadour, which I was in
1995. He always commented on how much he
appreciated the songwriting articles I wrote, which he said
"finally made it all understandable" for him.

From 1980 into the 1990's George made an annual trip to Connecticut to speak to CSA. He talked about
the craft and business of music, and his gentle and humble way would mask the fact that we were in the
presence of a great music icon. I learned much from George, including the fact that by arriving early to
events, I'd get to spend one-on one time, having many wonderful dinner conversations before the
meetings. He will be missed.

Here is his full Obituary:

George David Weiss, who authored such signature pop songs as Elvis Presley's “Can't Help Falling in
Love" and Louis Armstrong's “What a Wonderful World," died Aug. 23 of natural causes in Oldwick, N.J.
He was 89.

Weiss served as President of the Songwriers Guild of America for many years. He studied at the Juilliard
School of Music before working as an arranger for the bands of Stan Kenton and Vincent Lopez.

His early stage efforts included the music for Sammy Davis Jr.'s 1956 Broadway vehicle “Mr. Wonderful."
His later legit shows included “First Impressions" and “Maggie Flynn."

In 1961, Weiss co-authored “Can't Help Falling in Love," an adaptation of the French standard “Plaisir
d'Amour," with producers Hugo Peretti and Luigi Creatore. Included on the soundtrack for Presley's film
“Blue Hawaii," it rose to No. 2 on the national charts; Presley used it in later years as a closer for his live
shows.

Weiss, Peretti and Creatore also collaborated on an adaptation of South African musician Solomon
Linda's "Mbube." The Americanized version, “The Lion Sleeps Tonight," became a hit in successive
versions by the Tokens, England's Karl Denver and Robert John.

Penned with producer-writer Bob Thiele, "What a Wonderful World" was not a success for Armstrong on
its initial single release in 1968. However, it reached the top 40 in 1988 after it was used in the pic
“Good Morning Vietnam," and became a standard thanks to constant employment in films, TV and
advertising.

Weiss' other well-known compositions included “Lullabye of Birdland" (written with jazz pianist George
Shearing), "Wheel of Fortune" (a 1952 smash for Kay Starr) and “Stay With Me" (a memorable vehicle
for R&B singer Lorraine Ellison, penned with producer-writer Jerry Ragavoy).

His other screen credits included the Disney cartoon features “Melody Time" and “Fun and Fancy Free,"
Presley's “"Wild in the Country," “Gidget Goes to Rome" and “Murder Inc."




independent Music
onference 2010

"Moel, | just wanted to share some thoughts about the IMC. One of the biggest assets you've built up
over the last 7 years is an amazing track record of credibility. The cumulative record of what has
been offered and achieved since 2003 is impressive. Anything that has lasted for 7 years and
produced 10 or more events is doing something worthwhile, and people need to see that The
Industry Pros that have been presenters/mentors at IMC is an incredibly impressive list. The
geographic diversity and the number of events provides indisputable credibility and legitimacy to the
IMC. The artists who have performed and been presented with Immie Awards at IMC is another
amazing list. The workshops and panels that have been presented at IMC represent an incredible
display of knowledge. The sponsors/exhibitors at IMC is a who's who of the industry. The press that
the IMC has received confirms all of this... and nothing beats a credible track record of excelience."
- Bill Pere, Executive Director CSA and Author "Songcrafters’ Coloring Book"

Join us on Facehook: www.IMC2010.com/facehook
email: llvlczm(l@lnterh'lln comggcall: |
e
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Only $45 for all FOURDAYS =) ,
November 18-21, 2010 =‘-‘J -
Northampton, Massachusetts




CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT

A GREAT SUCCESS IN 2010 - EVEN BETTER IN 2011 !

REGISTERATION IS NOW OPEN
ONLY 12 SLOTS AVAILABLE

Take control of your creative process!

Take your songwriting to a new level!

You'll see songwriting in a whole new way and experience a
level of creative control you never thought possible.

A time away from the distractions of everyday life, where all you have to think about is
your music. A beautiful setting in the woods, with meals and lodging provided, and a
group size limited to 12. You'll get personalized attention guaranteed to give you new ways
to improve the effectiveness of your writing, and bring it to a new level.

—— N

s P facilities, schedule and registration are online at:
%- . 8 http://www.ctsongs.com/Retreat/SongwritingRetreat.htm
; 3 See photos and reviews of the last retreat.

e % April 1-3, 2011, at Camp Wightman,

§ .

! songerafters' f North Stonington, CT

Coloring Book ¢ The program of Master Classes, performance and critique,

4 The Essential Guide % will be based on the concepts of Bill Pere's internationally

' toEffective and g“‘ acclaimed songwriting book, "Songcrafters' Coloring Book™,
Successful - § and led by Bill and Kay. This content, presented nationally at
%‘ Songwriting ﬁé -8 major conference events, is not available anywhere else at this
¢ m ] affordable cost. All the details about the program, the

The program is limited to 12 participants. The earlier you register, the lower the cost, and it

guarantees your spot. The cost includeslodging for 2 nights, 4 meals, all workshops.
(Note: If you have to arrive late or leave early, we cannot make cost adjustments).

Register by: Member rateis for active members of CSA, Songsalive, IndieGrrl
(Before Nov 31) Member Rate = $150 Non-member = $165

(Dec 1 —Feb 28) Member Rate=$170 Non-member = $185
(Mar 1 —Mar 25) Member Rate = $185 Non Member = $195

Three ways to Register, for your maximum convenience and security:
1. PAYPAL SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE (www.ctsongs.com)
2: VISA/MASTERCARD SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE

3: BY MAIL: Send check or Money Order payableto CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355

Y ou must include your e-mail address, phone number, street address, and member ID # (if you are amember of CSA,
IndieGrrl, or Songsalive).

QUESTIONS ? Check the Website for FAQ Info. If you don't find what you
need, e-mail us at retreat@ctsongwriting.com



CALLING ALL WRITERS

ANNOUNCING THE CSA 2010 COMPILATIONS

Get your songs in by October 31, 2010 to insure
ellglbl I |ty | (after 10/31, contact us for status)

CSA Compilation CDs have received radio airplay and are displayed at national conferences,
and the digital downloads pay artist royalties.

1: SONGS of SOCIAL RELEVANCE - we're continuing to collect songs that address

an issue of social importance -- hunger, homelessness, the environment, substance abuse, global
warming...... This is your chance to speak out and be heard. TIP: Don't just write a song that preaches --
Make your point by showing it, not telling it.

2. SPIRITUAL/INSPIRATIONAL SONGS - our 4th collection in this very

popular series. See our previous Spiritual/Inspirational collections "Share the Journey" and "Along
the Road" for examples of songs that fit this category.

3 HOLIDAY SONGS - one of the favorite categories -- CSA has released four great holiday
collections. The holidays keep coming, and so do the songs !

4: GOOD OL'COUNTRY SONGS'!. Always popular, and there is no lack of good

quality country songs in CSA.

5: COLLABORATIONS ! Songs written by two or more writers - any style.

Remember: submission is not a guarantee of inclusion.

GUIDELINES

= At least one writer must be a current CSA member. All songs must be professionally produces, up to 'radio-ready’ standards.
= Social Relevance songs must address a specific topic and social issue, such as hunger, homelessness, substance abuse,
the environment, global warming, etc...
= Spiritual Inspirational songs must be appropriate to the category. See examples on the previous CSA Compilations
"Share the Journey" , "Along the Road"., and "A Light Ahead".
= Holiday songs must have some winter holiday theme. (Christmas, New Year, Hanukkah, Thanksgiving)
= Country songs may be about any topic, but should have a country music feel to the arrangement.
* Collaborative songs must have at least one writer who is an active CSA member.
Please specify for which CD Collection you are submitting.
= Any musical style is okay
= Submission is NOT a guarantee of acceptance. Songs will be selected based on :
-- Appropriateness to the theme
-- Song Crafting
-- Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready)
-- Available space on the CD (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,
those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will be given greater consideration.
Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).
Unsigned songs are preferred. If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release
from the publisher must be provided.
Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA CD Compilation of the same theme,
but may be re-submitted if they also fit a different theme.
Submissions will not be returned.
At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,
with royalties paid to the writers.
TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:
= Arecording of the song on CD, suitable for duplication (put your name and contact info on the CD)
Clearly indicate the TIME of the track, in minutes: seconds
A lyric sheet (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet)
A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com)
A non-refundable one-time $10 per song processing fee payable to CSA.
If you want your complementary copy to be mailed to you, please include $3 for postage.
(there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not)
Send your recording, lyric sheet, release form, and $10 (+ $3 postage) to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to know if it acceptable for consideration before
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session




OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

If you like Bluegrass music, this is for you -
If you have never gotten into Bluegrass
music, this is still for You!

SECOND ANNUAL COMPETITION

CSA has partnered with the well known Podunk Bluegrass Music Festival to present a
songwriting competition opportunity., with some great prizes and a chance to be heard by
thousands of people. If you've written any bluegrass songs, here's a chance to put them to
work for you. Most importantly, if you've never written in the Bluegrass style, here's a great
reason to give it a try! Bluegrass, by it's very nature, is meant to be accessible to all, an easy
style to write in. One of the great things about the style is that you don't need a percussion set
or really fancy lyrics. Listen to some examples and give it a try.

All the details and entry forms are online at http://www.ctsongs.com.
Click the Podunk logo.

ALL FINALISTS WILL RECEIVE

--All Access Podunk credentials for up to two

--Listing and link on the Podunk Bluegrass website

--One-year subscription to Bluegrass Music Profiles magazine

1st PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE

-- A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either
Thursday, August 4 or Friday August 5, 2011. Must include song

chosen as one of the top three.
-- A check for $300 (Three hundred)
-- Lifetime Membership to CT Songwriters Association ($400 value)
2nd PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE

-- A check for $150. (One hundred Fifty)

-- A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either
Thursday, August 4 or Friday August 5, 2011. Must include song
chosen as one of the top three.

3rd PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE

-- A check for $50.00 (Fifty)

-- A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either
Thursday, August 4 or Friday August 5, 2011. Must include song

chosen as one of the top three.

Contestants must enter by May 1, 2011 by completing the Official Entry Form and mailing it to:
CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic, CT 06355 USA OR by entering online at www.ctsongs.com

WHAT ISBLUEGRASSMUSIC?  adiscussion by C. Roger Moss, Podunk Bluegrass Music Festival

Bluegrass is a style of acoustic music that originated in the 1940s when Bill Monroe, Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs combined elements of
country/western, gospel and blues music with the British, Irish, and Scottish music of their Appalachian mountain heritage. It is played most
commonly on the mandolin, fiddle, five-string banjo, six-string guitar, and upright bass, but the resonator guitar ("Dobro"), harmonica, and electric
bass are also found in bluegrass. Percussion is not generally used, with the insistent rhythm being a result of the interplay of the stringed
instruments. Bluegrass music is often called "that high lonesome sound" but it includes a wide range of lively instrumentals, sweet ballads in three-
part harmony, soulful a cappella gospel quartets and up-tempo love songs.

The unique, driving sound of the original Blue Grass Boys was built upon by many musicians, including the Stanley Brothers, Reno & Smiley, Jim
& Jesse, and Jimmy Martin. Bluegrass blossomed with artists like the Osborne Brothers, the Dillards, the Seldom Scene, the New Grass Revival,
and Hot Rize. Today bluegrassis popular worldwide, and its stars include Ricky Skaggs, Alison Krauss & Union Station, the Del McCoury Band,
Laurie Lewis, the Lonesome River Band, Blue Highway, and the Nashville Bluegrass Band.

Bluegrass is a very inclusive music, with friendly and informal jam sessions springing up around almost every event. It's a great way to learn to
play an instrument and sing, for kids and adults alike. AlImost all bluegrass events have a family atmosphere, and performers and listeners are
equally welcome. We hope to see you soon at a bluegrass event!



CSA 2010 PICNIC/SHOWCASE,
J.B.Williams Park, Glastonbury
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