
Oct  2           CSA Licensing Workshop, Mystic 
Oct 16           LUNCH Benefit performance 7pm, First Baptist Church 
                      of West Hartford
Nov  9          CSA Meeting , Wesleyan Univ, Middletown
                       John Battaglia, agent for Beyonce and Usher
Nov 18-21     IMC Conference, Northampton, MA   
Dec 4            14th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show - Stonington
Dec 7            CSA Meeting - Glastonbury with Joe Manning
Apr 1-3, 2011 : CSA Songwriting Retreat! Register Now!
Apr 30,  2011:   Voices For Hope finalists concert

Connecticut

COMBINING ARTS, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR 31 YEARS

Newsletter of the  Connecticut 
Songwriters Association

SongsmithSongsmith
Connecticut

CSA is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to 
improving the art and craft of  original musical and lyrical composition.   

Serving music's artisans and craftsmen since 1979.
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Combining Arts, 
Education, and 

Community Outreach

1979 - 2010 : 31 Years of Combining Arts, Education, and Community Outreach
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CSA EVENT CALENDAR 
(for complete listing see  www.ctsongs.com) 

Success comes from opportunity.
Opportunity comes from involvement. Get  involved!

CRITIQUE SESSION
Following the program, as time permits, there 
will be a critique session.  To participate in the 
critique session, members may bring a song on 
CD (or do it live), with 20 copies of typed lyric 
sheets, and receive constructive feedback.  
Critique sessions are  a good forum for works in 
progress or rough demos.    For best feedback, 
note on your lyric sheets the intended genre and 
audience for your song, and what your goals are 
(i.e. picked up by a commercial artist, self-
produce, etc.).   The programs at most CSA 
monthly  meetings, except for special workshops,  
are free to members, $5 to non-members,  
applicable toward membership if you join within 
30 days.   Members are encouraged to bring a 
friend who might be interested in what CSA 
offers. .    

Bring a Friend !

CSA FALL PRO WORKSHOP 
Saturday Oct 2,  1-4pm
Pitching and promoting your 
songs for film/TV placements 
with Marci Geller from NYC. 
(details and registration inside)

 Sat,  Oct  02. Mystic  - CSA Fall PRO WORKSHOP-

  Promotion and Marketing 
for Film and TV placements

COMING
 Tuesday Nov 9, 7:15pm
Release the Star in You - A 
session with John Battaglia 
from NYC,  image consultant 
for top artists like Beyonce and 
Usher (details and registration 
inside)

COMING
 November 18-21, 
The 2011 Independent Music 
Conference,  Northampton, 
MA (details inside) CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN !
CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN !



CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

 

How to 
Get There!

page 2

PLEASE NOTE:  If you have any used printer ink cartridges, please bring them 
with you to the meeting.   CSA can recycle them and receive a donation. 

From NYC - Meet John Battaglia, the former 
manager and image consultant for Beyonce, 
Usher, and a host of  great rock and pop 
personalities.    Learn the tricks of how to make 
the right impression by what people see, as well 
as what they hear.   As President of "The 
Rockstar In You" John knows what it takes to 
make it in the tough New York scene.  Come 
learn, and take advantage of this fantastic chance 
to learn from a top-tier pro.   John also takes on 
individual clients. 
This program is $10 for members, $15 for non-
members

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY

 DIRECTIONS  FOR  MEETING:   Mystic  Chamber of Commerce Conference Room 
(14 Holmes St) :   Coming North on I-95, take Exit 89.  Go right off the Exit  onto Allyn St   
Go about 2 miles  and come to a light  and the intersection of Rt 1. Turn left onto Rt 1 and go a short 
way to the 5-way  intersection overlooking Main St, Mystic.  Proceed down the Main Street of Mystic,  
across the drawbridge, to the flagpole (Holmes St).  Turn left at the flagpole onto Holmes.  Pass a few 
storefronts and you'll see a red  brick building, #14 Holmes St.  To park, turn right just before the brick 
building onto Church St, and park in  the lot behind the brick building. The entrance for the Chamber 
of Commerce  is at the far right as you face the rear of the building.   Go down the corridor.  The room 
is on the right.   Coffee and Snacks available !

Bill and Kay Pere jam with Bluegrass 
artist Bill Taylor on a  a slap-board, a 

brand new kind of instrument which he 
invented and patented. 

Indiegrrl Conference,  Knoxville  TN
August 2010



CSA FALL PRO-WORKSHOP

The workshop will be held 1-4pm at the Mystic Chamber of Commerce Conference  
Room, 14 Holmes St, Mystic .   Space is  limited.  Critique will be done in the order  that 
your registration is received. 

REGISTER NOW  -  SPACE IS LIMITED! Registration in advance is just $26 for 
members of CSA,  $30 non-members.  To register:  Send check or money order to: CSA, 
PO Box 511. Mystic CT 06355 or sign up securely online (www.ctsongs.com) via PayPal

CSA has been fortunate over the years to have great presenters from all across the  
country.  We are pleased to bring you an opportunity to to learn from one of the  most 
successful  mainstream-turned-indie artists, Marci Geller, from the New York  music 
scene. 

Marci has toured the US,  has appeared on  network TV  on "Live with Regis", and   has 
had a successful career as a dance artist, on track to be another Paula Abdul.  Now as an 
Indie artist, Marci is extremely successful at getting film and TV  placements for her 
songs, and can provide  real insight  into  life as a big-label artist  vs life as an 
Independent. 
    
 Learn  the secrets of pitching and promoting your music and yourself for film and TV 
placement,  how to set up tours, and tapping into great  Indie-friendly venues.

SIGN UP NOW FOR THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO  SPEND SOME TIME WITH 
ONE OF TODAY'S  SUCCESSFUL ARTISTS WHO HAS SEEN THE BUSINESS 

FROM BOTH SIDES. 

SPACE IS LIMITED AND PRE_REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED. 
 SONGS WILL BE  CRITIQUED IN THE ORDER  OF  REGISTRATION. 

PITCHING AND PROMOTION SECRETS FOR 
SUCCESSFULLY LICENSING YOUR MUSIC

PITCHING AND PROMOTION SECRETS FOR 
SUCCESSFULLY LICENSING YOUR MUSIC

Marci Geller

Directions to  Mystic  Camber of Commerce Conference Room (14 Holmes St)  
Coming North on I-95, take Exit 89.  Go right off the Exit  onto Allyn St   Go about 2 miles and  come to a 
light  and the intersection  of Rt 1. Turn left onto Rt 1 and go a short way to the 5-way intersection 
overlooking Main St, Mystic.  Proceed down the Main Street of Mystic,  across the drawbridge, to the 
flagpole  (Holmes St).  Turn left at the flagpole onto Holmes.  Pass a few storefronts and you'll see a red 
brick building,  #14 Holmes St.  To park, turn right just before the brick building onto Church St, and park 
in the lot behind the  brick building. The entrance for the Chamber of Commerce  is at the far right as you 
face the rear of the building.    Go down the corridor.  The room is on the right.  Coffee and snacks.  
Workshop space is limited, so advance registration is recommended.   (see above)

Saturday Oct 2  1-4pm,  Mystic Chamber of Commerce.   
A WORKSHOP AND CRITIQUE  WITH one of today's most successful 

Mainstream-turned-Indie artists  from New York Music Scene



REMEMBERING GEORGE DAVID WEISS
A Reflection by Bill Pere





Take control of your creative process!  
Take your songwriting to a new level!

You'll see songwriting in a  whole new way and experience a 
level of creative control you never thought possible.

  A time away from the distractions of everyday life, where all you have to think about is 
your music.   A beautiful setting in the woods, with meals and lodging provided, and a 

group size limited to 12.  You'll get personalized attention guaranteed to give you new ways 
to improve the effectiveness of your writing, and bring it to a new level. 

April 1-3, 2011, at Camp Wightman, 
North Stonington, CT

April 1-3, 2011, at Camp Wightman, 
North Stonington, CT

The program of Master Classes, performance and critique,  
will be based on the concepts of Bill Pere's internationally 
acclaimed songwriting book, "Songcrafters' Coloring Book", 
and led by Bill and Kay.    This content, presented nationally at 
major conference events,  is not available anywhere else at this 
affordable cost.   All the details about the program, the 
facilities, schedule and  registration are online at: 
http://www.ctsongs.com/Retreat/SongwritingRetreat.htm
See photos and reviews of the last retreat. 

The program is limited to 12 participants. The earlier you register,  the lower the cost, and it 
guarantees your spot. The cost includes lodging for 2 nights, 4 meals, all workshops. 
(Note: If you have to arrive late or leave early, we cannot make cost adjustments).

Register by:                Member rate is for active members of CSA, Songsalive, IndieGrrl
(Before  Nov 31)         Member Rate = $150    Non-member = $165
(Dec 1 – Feb 28)         Member Rate = $170    Non-member = $185
(Mar 1 – Mar 25)        Member Rate = $185    Non Member = $195

Three ways to Register, for your maximum convenience and security:
1.  PAYPAL SECURE REGISTRATION ONLINE  (www.ctsongs.com)
2:  VISA/MASTERCARD SECURE REGISTRATION  ONLINE
3:  BY MAIL: Send check or Money Order payable to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355
You must include your e-mail address, phone number,  street address,  and member ID #  (if you are a member of CSA, 
IndieGrrl, or Songsalive). 

CSA SONGWRITING RETREATCSA SONGWRITING RETREAT

QUESTIONS ?  Check the Website for FAQ Info.   If you don't find what you 
need, e-mail us at retreat@ctsongwriting.com 

REGISTERATION IS NOW OPEN 
ONLY 12 SLOTS AVAILABLE

A GREAT SUCCESS IN 2010 - EVEN BETTER IN 2011 !



1:  SONGS of SOCIAL RELEVANCE -  We're continuing to collect songs that address 
an issue of social  importance -- hunger, homelessness, the environment,  substance abuse,   global 
warming......  This is your chance to speak out and be heard.   TIP:  Don't just write a song that preaches -- 
Make your point by showing it, not telling it. 

2:   SPIRITUAL/INSPIRATIONAL SONGS -  Our  4th collection in this very 
popular series.    See our previous Spiritual/Inspirational collections "Share the Journey" and "Along 
the Road" for examples of songs that fit this category. 

3:   HOLIDAY SONGS -  One of the  favorite categories -- CSA has released four great holiday 
collections.   The holidays keep coming, and so do the songs !

 4:   GOOD OL' COUNTRY SONGS ! - Always popular, and there is no lack of good 
quality country songs in CSA.

 5:   COLLABORATIONS ! -  Songs written by two or more writers - any style.

Get your songs in by October  31, 2010 to insure 
eligibility !     (after  10/31, contact us for status)

ANNOUNCING THE CSA 2010 COMPILATIONS 

CSA Compilation CDs have received radio airplay and are displayed at national conferences, 
 and  the digital downloads pay artist royalties. 

                                                                                GUIDELINES
•  At least one writer must be a current CSA member. All songs must be professionally produces, up to 'radio-ready' standards. 
•  Social Relevance songs must address a specific topic and social issue, such as hunger, homelessness, substance abuse,  
the environment, global warming, etc... 
• Spiritual Inspirational songs must  be appropriate to the category. See examples on the previous CSA Compilations 
"Share the Journey" , "Along the Road"., and "A Light Ahead".
• Holiday songs must have some winter holiday theme. (Christmas, New Year, Hanukkah, Thanksgiving)
•  Country songs may be about any topic, but should have a country music feel  to the arrangement. 
*   Collaborative songs must have at least one writer who is an active CSA member.
 Please specify for which CD Collection  you are submitting. 
•  Any musical style is okay 
•  Submission is  NOT a guarantee of acceptance.  Songs will be selected based on  : 
      -- Appropriateness to the theme 
      --  Song Crafting 
      --  Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready) 
      --  Available space on the CD  (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,   
           those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will  be given greater consideration. 
•   Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).   
     Unsigned songs are preferred.    If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release 
      from the publisher must be provided. 
•   Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA CD Compilation  of the same theme,
      but may be re-submitted  if they also fit a different theme. 
•   Submissions will not be returned. 
•    At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,  
      with royalties paid to the writers. 
TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING: 
•    A recording of the song on CD,  suitable for duplication (put your name and contact  info on the  CD) 
•     Clearly indicate the TIME of the track, in minutes: seconds 
•    A lyric sheet  (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet) 
•    A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com) 
•    A non-refundable one-time  $10  per song processing fee payable to CSA.  
       If you want  your complementary copy to be mailed to you, please include  $3  for postage. 
       (there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not) 
Send your recording, lyric sheet,  release form,  and $10 (+ $3 postage)  to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355. 
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to  know if it acceptable for consideration before 
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session 

Remember:  submission is not a guarantee of inclusion. 

CALLING ALL WRITERS CALLING ALL WRITERS



OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

If you like Bluegrass music,  this is for you -
If you have never gotten into Bluegrass 

music, this is still for You!

CSA has partnered with the well known Podunk Bluegrass Music Festival to present a 
songwriting competition opportunity.,  with some great prizes and a chance to be heard by 
thousands of people.    If you've written any bluegrass songs,  here's a chance to put them to 
work for you.  Most importantly, if you've never written in the Bluegrass style, here's a great 
reason to give it a try!  Bluegrass, by it's very nature, is meant to be  accessible to all, an easy 
style to write in.   One of the great things about the style is that you don't need a percussion set 
or really fancy lyrics.   Listen to some examples and give it a try. 

All the details and entry forms  are online at http://www.ctsongs.com.   
Click the Podunk logo. 

ALL FINALISTS WILL RECEIVE
--All Access Podunk credentials for up to two
--Listing and link on the Podunk Bluegrass website
--One-year subscription to Bluegrass Music Profiles magazine
1st PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE
--  A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either 
    Thursday, August 4 or Friday August 5, 2011. Must include song 
     chosen  as one of the top three. 
 -- A check for $300 (Three hundred) 
 -- Lifetime Membership to CT Songwriters Association ($400 value)
2nd PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE
-- A check for $150. (One hundred Fifty) 
-- A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either 
    Thursday,  August 4 or Friday August 5, 2011. Must include song 
    chosen as one of the top three.
3rd PLACE WINNERS WILL ALSO RECEIVE
-- A check for $50.00 (Fifty) 
-- A 10 minute performance on the Main Stage at Podunk on either 
    Thursday, August 4 or Friday  August 5, 2011. Must include song 
     chosen as one of the top three.

Contestants must enter by May 1, 2011 by completing the Official Entry Form and mailing it to:            
CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic, CT 06355 USA OR by entering online at www.ctsongs.com

WHAT IS BLUEGRASS MUSIC ?     a discussion by C. Roger Moss, Podunk Bluegrass Music Festival
Bluegrass is a style of acoustic music that originated in the 1940s when Bill Monroe, Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs combined elements of 
country/western, gospel and blues music with the British, Irish, and Scottish music of their Appalachian mountain heritage. It is played most 
commonly on the mandolin, fiddle, five-string banjo, six-string guitar, and upright bass, but the resonator guitar ("Dobro"), harmonica, and electric 
bass are also found in bluegrass. Percussion is not generally used, with the insistent rhythm being a result of the interplay of the stringed 
instruments. Bluegrass music is often called "that high lonesome sound" but it includes a wide range of lively instrumentals, sweet ballads in three-
part harmony, soulful a cappella gospel quartets and up-tempo love songs.
The unique, driving sound of the original Blue Grass Boys was built upon by many musicians, including the Stanley Brothers, Reno & Smiley, Jim 
& Jesse, and Jimmy Martin. Bluegrass blossomed with artists like the Osborne Brothers, the Dillards, the Seldom Scene, the New Grass Revival, 
and Hot Rize. Today bluegrass is popular worldwide, and its stars include Ricky Skaggs, Alison Krauss & Union Station, the Del McCoury Band, 
Laurie Lewis, the Lonesome River Band, Blue Highway, and the Nashville Bluegrass Band.
Bluegrass is a very inclusive music, with friendly and informal jam sessions springing up around almost every event. It's a great way to learn to 
play an instrument and sing, for kids and adults alike. Almost all bluegrass events have a family atmosphere, and performers and listeners are 
equally welcome. We hope to see you soon at a bluegrass event!

SECOND ANNUAL COMPETITION



CSA 2010 PICNIC/SHOWCASE, 
J.B.Williams Park, Glastonbury

CSA 2010 PICNIC/SHOWCASE, 
J.B.Williams Park, Glastonbury


