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CSA is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to
improving the art and craft of original musical and lyrical composition.
Serving music's artisans and craftsmen since 1979.
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1979 - 2010 : 31 Years of Combining Arts, Education, and Community Outreach

= Sun, Aug 29:
= Tue, Sept 14:
= Sat, Oct 02:

Tuesday Sept 14, 7:15pm,
Glastonbury YMCA (Welles
St.) Present your songs to one
of Nashville's Grammy award
winning engineers and
producers, Michael Hopkins
( rescheduled from June,
details on page 3)

CSA FALL PRO WORKSHOP
Saturday Oct 2, 1-5pm
Pitching and promoting your
songs for film/TV placements
with Marci Geller from NYC.
(details and registration inside)

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY:
Sunday Aug 29 CSA Outdoor
Showecase/Picnic
A great Performing opportunity
Details on Page 2

Bring a Friend !

COMBINING ARTS, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR 31 YEARS

-PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY-
-NASHVILLE COMES TO YOU-
-CSA Fall PRO WORKSHOP-

CRITIQUE SESSION

Following the program, as time permits, there
will be a critique session. To participate in the
critique session, members may bring a song on
CD (or do it live), with 20 copies of typed lyric
sheets, and receive constructive feedback.
Critique sessions are a good forum for works in
progress or rough demos. For best feedback,
note on your lyric sheets the intended genre and
audience for your song, and what your goals are
(i.e. picked up by a commercial artist, self-
produce, etc.). The programs at most CSA
monthly meetings, except for special workshops,
are free to members, $5 to non-members,
applicable toward membership if you join within
30 days. Members are encouraged to bring a
friend who might be interested in what CSA
offers. .

CSA EVENT CALENDAR

(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com)

Aug 29 CSA Summer Showcase/Picnic - JB Williams Park
Sep 14 CSA Meeting -Glastonbury YMCA

Grammy Winner Michael Hopkins
Oct 2 CSA Licensing Workshop, Mystic
Nov 9 CSA Meeting , Wesleyan Univ, Middletown

John Battaglia, agent for Beyonce and Usher
Nov 18-21  IMC Conference, Northampton, MA
Dec 4 14th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show - Stonington
Dec 7 CSA Meeting - Glastonbury

Apr 1-3, 2011 : CSA Songwriting Retreat! Register Now!
Apr 30, 2011: Voices For Hope finalists concert

Success comes from opportunity.
Opportunity comes from involvement. Get involved!

Guiding Songs Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation
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( CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

How to

Directions to Glastonbury YMCA (Welles St.) :

From 1-91 going north or south: Take Exit 25 over the

CT River onto Route 3 to Glastonbury. Bear right onto Route 2 towards Norwich. Take

Exit 8 (Hebron Av.) off Route 2 and go right at the late onto Hebron Av. Go right at the next light
which is New London Turnpike. Take first left (Welles St.) and a quick right into the Fox Run Mall. Go
straight, park anywhere and look for CSA signs near People's Bank.

From 1-84 east or west: Take Exit 55 onto Route 2 towards Glastonbury to Exit 8. See above. From
Norwich / New London area: Take Route 2 to Exit 8 in Glastonbury and go right and a quick left onto
Hebron Av. Go 2 lights to New London Tpke. See above

Get There!

PLEASE NOTE: If you have any used printer ink cartridges, please bring them with you to
the meeting. CSA can recycle them and receive a donation.

CONGRATULATIONS to Bill Pere and Kay Pere who presented and performed at the

Indiegrrl Conference in Knoxville TN

PERFOQRMANCE QPPQRTONITY !

August CSA Summer Picnic & SongShare !

Hot Fun in the Summertime
C Rain or Shine!

Sunday, August 29, from 2pm to 5pm at J.B. Williams Memorial
Park, on Neipsic Rd, Glastonbury. RAIN OR SHINE! CSA
returns to this gorgeous facility for our popular annual event.
There is a large covered pavilion with electricity, picnic tables,
grills, volleyball, playground, hiking trails, pond, and convenient
parking. We will host an all-day showcase, from 1pm to 3pm
with sound system provided. CSA members and friends may
reserve a slot to showcase original songs. Do a few tunes or a
whole set. Don Donegan is booking the slots on a first call basis.
If you'd like to perform, call Don at 860-659-8992 or e-mail at
DDCSA@aol.com.

Please bring some food for the grill, a non-alcoholic beverage, a

dish to share and some picnic items like plates, cups, and napkins.

The event if free, so bring family and friends.

Directions:

From New London/Norwich: Take Rt 12 west to Exit 8 in
Glastonbury. Go right, and right again onto Hebron Ave. Go
2 miles and turn right onto Wickham Rd. Go to end of
Wickham and turn left on Neipsic. The park is one block on
the left. >>> From New Haven: Take 1-91 North to Exit 25,
Glastonbury. Cross CT River on Rt 3 and bear right on Rt 2
towards Norwich. Take Exit 9 off Rt 2 and go left on Neipsic
Rd under Rt 2. Go 3/4 mile to park on the left. From
Hartford: Take 1-91 South to Exit 25 (Glastonbury) and
proceed as above. From 1-84 East or West: Take Rt 2 to
Glastonbury to Exit 9 (Neipsic Rd) and proceed as above.

EACH YEAR DOZENS OF SONGWRITERS AND FRIENDS COME AND GO THROUGHOUT THE DAY.
COME RELAX, SCHMOOZE, AND ENJOY THE COMPANY OF CREATIVE PEOPLE

It's a picnic, so please bring food for yourself and stuff to share,

including paper goods, napkins, cups, utensils, etc.

For photos from previous events, check out the website photo album




COMING SEPTEMBER 14
(rescheduled from June)

GRAMMY AWARD WINNING EARS FROM
NASHVILLE COME TO LISTEN TO YOUR
SONGS!

Michael Hopkins is a Connecticut native who got a degree in
audio engineering, headed down to Nashville , and set up a
studio on Music Row. He eventually got connected with
superstar Sheryl Crow, and their work together resulted in a
Grammy Award for Michael for his sound work on Sheryl's
recording sessions.

Along the way, Michael met and worked with many world class
artists, and he learned what it takes to "make it" as an writer,
artist, or singer-songwriter in a music center like Nashville

BRING A SONG TO CRITIQUE. Michael will share his
Insights, and critique your songs.

This program is $5 for members, $10 for non-members.

HOW TO GET THERE

Directions to Glastonbury YMCA (Welles St.) :

From 1-91 going north or south: Take Exit 25 over the

CT River onto Route 3 to Glastonbury. Bear right onto Route 2 towards Norwich. Take

Exit 8 (Hebron Av.) off Route 2 and go right at the late onto Hebron Av. Go right at the next light
which is New London Turnpike. Take first left (Welles St.) and a quick right into the Fox Run Mall. Go
straight, park anywhere and look for CSA signs near People's Bank.

From 1-84 east or west: Take EXxit 55 onto Route 2 towards Glastonbury to Exit 8. See above. From
Norwich / New London area: Take Route 2 to Exit 8 in Glastonbury and go right and a quick left onto
Hebron Av. Go 2 lights to New London Tpke. See above




CSA SPRING PRO-WORKSHOP

PITCHING AND PROMOTION SECRETS FOR
SUCCESSFULLY LICENSING YOUR MUSIC

Saturday Oct 2 1-5pm, Mystic Chamber of Commerce.
A WORKSHOP AND CRITIQUE WITH one of today's most successful
Mainstream-turned-Indie artists from New York Music Scene

Marci Geller

The workshop will be held 1-5pm at the Mystic Chamber of Commerce Conference
Room, 14 Holmes St, Mystic. Space is limited. Critique will be done in the order that
your registration is received.

RESISTER NOW - SPACE IS LIMITED! Registration in advance is just $26 for
members of CSA, $30 non-members. To register: Send check or money order to: CSA,
PO Box 511. Mystic CT 06355 or sign up securely online (www.ctsongs.com) via PayPal

CSA has been fortunate over the years to have great presenters from all across the
country. We are pleased to bring you an opportunity to to learn from one of the most
successful mainstream-turned-indie artists, Marci Geller, from the New York music
scene.

Marci has toured the US, has appeared on network TV on "Live with Regis", and has
had a successful career as a dance artist, on track to be another Paula Abdul. Now as an
Indie artist, Marci is extremely successful at getting film and TV placements for her
songs, and can provide real insight into life as a big-label artist vs life as an
Independent.

Learn the secrets of pitching and promoting your music and yourself for film and TV
placement, how to setting up tours, and tapping into great opportunities in the
growing market for house concerts.

SIGN UP NOW FOR THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SPEND SOME TIME WITH
ONE OF TODAY'S SUCCESSFUL ARTISTS WHO HAS SEEN THE BUSINESS
FROM BOTH SIDES.

SPACE IS LIMITED AND PRE_REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED.
SONGS WILL BE CRITIQUED IN THE ORDER OF REGISTRATION.

Directions to Mystic Camber of Commerce Conference Room (14 Holmes St)

Coming North on 1-95, take Exit 89. Go right off the Exit onto Allyn St Go about 2 miles and come to a
light and the intersection of Rt 1. Turn left onto Rt 1 and go a short way to the 5-way intersection
overlooking Main St, Mystic. Proceed down the Main Street of Mystic, across the drawbridge, to the
flagpole (Holmes St). Turn left at the flagpole onto Holmes. Pass a few storefronts and you'll see a red
brick building, #14 Holmes St. To park, turn right just before the brick building onto Church St, and park
in the lot behind the brick building. The entrance for the Chamber of Commerce is at the far right as you
face the rear of the building. Go down the corridor. The room is on the right. FREE Coffee and shacks.
Workshop space is limited, so advance registration is recommended. (see above)




1" Q and A with Bill Pere
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, Real Questions that |
g & r—‘:. Receive from Across the
r e U.S. and Abroad.

QUESTION: I'masongwriter, in my 30s, from Asia. | would like to study more about Songwriting skills at a
professional school in the US, but I'm not sure how to begin. For many of foreigners like us, the only US music schools
we know about are Berklee College of Music. and a few others. When | looked at their websites, apparently students
will be taught academic courses (liberal arts) beside music courses. As | myself have been graduated from university
long ago, | only want to enroll in a music program. Could you please give your advice?

ANSWER: Thank you for your question. This is not an uncommon dilemma that many people face when trying to learn
the art and craft of songwriting, regardless of age or place of residence. There are really no specific schools or academic
degrees that effectively teach just songwriting. Most music schools and degrees emphasize all the other aspects of music
(history, theory, composition, etc) but not really songwriting -- this is largely because (a) songwriting is a multi-discipline
endeavor, crossing three areas of academics, i.e. music, language arts, and business; Thus it does not easily fit in any one
department of a school. (b) While there are many successful songwriters, there are not very many people who are both
good educators, and also totally knowledgeable about the actual techniques and mechanics of songwriting across all those
three disciplines.

This leaves five ways for folks like you to learn the craft of songwriting:

1) - Find a good Songwriting Coach who will work with you as a private client, one-on-one. This is like going to a private
school focused on one specific area of learning. Songwriting Coaches will work with you in person, or via mail or e-mail.
(for example, see http://www.ctsongwriting.com)

2) Join a songwriter association that is dedicated to teaching the craft, and get involved in all aspects of their programs.
For a detailed discussion of songwriter associations, see my published article in Indie Connect Magazine (reproduced
here in my blog at http://tinyurl.com/28v9fn2 ) As an example of an educational songwriter association, the Connecticut
Songwriters Association has been one of the best for more than 30 years.

3) Selected books on songwriting - Although there are many books on the market, there are just a few that are required
reading and which will teach you all you need to know:

"The Craft of Lyric Writing" by Sheila Davis

"Songcrafters' Coloring Book" by Bill Pere

"The Craft and Business of Songwriting"” by John Braheny

"Melody in Songwriting" by Jack Perricone

"Writing Better Lyrics" by Pat Pattison

This collection of books will provide a college-level course on the craft of songwriting. For the related business aspects,
there is another set of books. There is a full list at http://www.songcrafterscoloringbook.com

4) Learn through experience: Listen to songs you like, analyze all the parts and how they fit together. Follow along with
sheet music, tabs or chord sheets. Then imitate what they are doing. Most importantly, seek out feedback and critique of
your work (usually through a songwriting coach via e-mail, or through a songwriters association). Apply what you learn
from each song to make your next song better.

5) Check out online courses in songwriting from organizations like SongU.com

Using all of these methods above in some combination that works for you is the best way in today's music scene to learn
and master the art, craft, and business of songwriting -- and is it a lot cheaper than enrolling for a formal course of study
which will ultimately not provide all you need.

Using all of these methods above in some combination that works for you is the best way in today's music scene to learn
and master the art, craft, and business of songwriting.




independent Music
Gonference 2010

"MNoel, | just wanted to share some thoughts about the IMC. One of the biggest assets you've built up
over the last 7 years is an amazing track record of credibility. The cumulative record of what has
been offered and achieved since 2003 is impressive. Anything that has lasted for 7 years and
produced 10 or more events is doing something worthwhile, and people need to see that. The
Industry Pros that have been presenters/mentors at IMC is an incredibly impressive list. The
geographic diversity and the number of events provides indisputable credibility and legitimacy to the
IMC. The artists who have performed and been presented with Immie Awards at IMC is another
amazing list. The workshops and panels that have been presented at IMC represent an incredible
display of knowledge. The sponsors/exhibitors at IMC is a who's who of the industry. The press that
the IMC has received confirms all of this... and nothing beats a credible track record of excellence.”
- Bill Pere, Executive Director CSA and Author "Songcrafters' Coloring Book"

Join us on Facehook: www.IMC2010.com/facehook
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= Only $45 for all FOUR DAYS
November 18-21,2010 |
Northampton, Massachusetuts




CALLING ALL WRITERS

ANNOUNCING THE CSA 2010 COMPILATIONS

Get your songs in by October 31, 2010 to insure
ellglbl I |ty | (after 10/31, contact us for status)

CSA Compilation CDs have received radio airplay and are displayed at national conferences,
and the digital downloads pay artist royalties.

1: SONGS of SOCIAL RELEVANCE - we're continuing to collect songs that address

an issue of social importance -- hunger, homelessness, the environment, substance abuse, global
warming...... This is your chance to speak out and be heard. TIP: Don't just write a song that preaches --
Make your point by showing it, not telling it.

2. SPIRITUAL/INSPIRATIONAL SONGS - our 4th collection in this very

popular series. See our previous Spiritual/Inspirational collections "Share the Journey" and "Along
the Road" for examples of songs that fit this category.

3 HOLIDAY SONGS - one of the favorite categories -- CSA has released four great holiday
collections. The holidays keep coming, and so do the songs !

4: GOOD OL'COUNTRY SONGS'!. Always popular, and there is no lack of good

quality country songs in CSA.

5: COLLABORATIONS ! Songs written by two or more writers - any style.

Remember: submission is not a guarantee of inclusion.

GUIDELINES

= At least one writer must be a current CSA member. All songs must be professionally produces, up to 'radio-ready’ standards.
= Social Relevance songs must address a specific topic and social issue, such as hunger, homelessness, substance abuse,
the environment, global warming, etc...
= Spiritual Inspirational songs must be appropriate to the category. See examples on the previous CSA Compilations
"Share the Journey" , "Along the Road"., and "A Light Ahead".
= Holiday songs must have some winter holiday theme. (Christmas, New Year, Hanukkah, Thanksgiving)
= Country songs may be about any topic, but should have a country music feel to the arrangement.
* Collaborative songs must have at least one writer who is an active CSA member.
Please specify for which CD Collection you are submitting.
= Any musical style is okay
= Submission is NOT a guarantee of acceptance. Songs will be selected based on :
-- Appropriateness to the theme
-- Song Crafting
-- Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready)
-- Available space on the CD (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,
those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will be given greater consideration.
Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).
Unsigned songs are preferred. If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release
from the publisher must be provided.
Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA CD Compilation of the same theme,
but may be re-submitted if they also fit a different theme.
Submissions will not be returned.
At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,
with royalties paid to the writers.
TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:
= Arecording of the song on CD, suitable for duplication (put your name and contact info on the CD)
Clearly indicate the TIME of the track, in minutes: seconds
A lyric sheet (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet)
A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com)
A non-refundable one-time $10 per song processing fee payable to CSA.
If you want your complementary copy to be mailed to you, please include $3 for postage.
(there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not)
Send your recording, lyric sheet, release form, and $10 (+ $3 postage) to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to know if it acceptable for consideration before
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session




THE UN-COMFORT ZONE with Robert Wilson
Attaboy!

Seventeen years ago, I became the president of my community association. It was a lively organization with scores
of activist members who were busy gentrifying an inner city neighborhood. One of my responsibilities was to deliver a
monthly speech and conduct a formal meeting with a loud and raucous crowd.

Over the course of my two year stint, I always spoke from behind the lectern with my hands firmly attached to the
sides in a white knuckle grip as I read from my notes. When my term ended, I felt that I might have been a more effective
leader if I had some real speaking skills, and if I wasn’t so afraid of being in front of an audience.

So, I joined a Toastmaster’s club and began my training as a public speaker. A year later, I had completed ten
speeches and the basic program, but [ was still firmly attached to both the lectern and my notes. My mentors encouraged
me to work without notes and to move away from the lectern. “At least stand to one side of it!” they cajoled. But I was not
about to leave my comfort zone. I was plenty uncomfortable just giving a speech. Besides no one could see my legs
shaking behind the lectern.

Then the club held a speech contest. A humorous speaking contest. Now, I can tell jokes, so I was game! Four of
us entered the competition, and I managed to win the third place ribbon without venturing an inch beyond the safety of the
lectern. I can’t recall who placed second, but I’ll never forget the winner. Les Satterfield talked about an airplane flight
and he soared about the room with his arms spread wide and the audience roared in laughter at his comic yarn. Later on, as
I watched him receive his shiny gold statuette for First Place, I knew I had to have one. I was motivated... but not quite
enough.

The next contest was for a motivational speech. Once again, I sought refuge behind the lectern. I managed to win
the second place ribbon, but the gold went to Doris Posey who moved about the room and interacted with the audience.

I finally took First Place with the Tall Tales contest. I wrote my speech then practiced, practiced, practiced. On the
day of the competition -- I did it -- I stepped out from behind the lectern! I told how I would pretend to be Tom Hank’s
younger brother whenever I flew first class, and how much fun it was to fool my fellow passengers, that was until the time
I sat next to his mother.

I loved the recognition that came with that First Place trophy. It motivated me to go further; and forced me to get
better. In order to win at higher levels within Toastmasters, I had to develop excellent speaking and speech-writing skills.

I went on to win 13 contests. Years later, when I was hired to give my first professional speech, I wondered
whether or not I was truly worthy of getting paid to speak. As I began to have doubts, I looked at those 13 gold trophies in
my office bookcase. They represented the acknowledgment that [ was indeed worthy.

A few years ago, | visited successful professional speaker, David Greenberg, in his home. I smiled in
understanding as I saw, prominently displayed in his living room, several Toastmaster contest trophies.

Recognition doesn’t have to be tangible to be effective. A clap on the back, a verbal “Good Job!” in front of peers
and co-workers, or a blurb in the company newsletter works too. Even so, nothing works quite as long or as powerfully as
something hard and shiny with a name engraved on it. However, you don’t want someone resting on their laurels; to keep
them motivated, put a date on those plaques and trophies. Then encourage them to renew it every year.

Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humorist. He works with companies that want to be more competitive and
with people who want to think like innovators. For more information on Robert's programs please visit

WwWWw.jumpstartyourmeeting.com.




SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a song or lyric on cassette to the

monthly meeting for critiquing by fellow members. Please bring 30-40
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State members may have their songs or
lyrics critiqued by sending one submission with 20 typed copies of lyrics
to: CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or a double
stamped return envelope.  Please note that since critiquing is designed to
give constructive feedback and suggestions for improvement, songs which
are meant only to be shared for self expression (as opposed to critiqued for
improvement) should not be submitted. These can be presented in song-
sharing opportunities.

FREE ACCESS to CT SONGS CAFE -- The CSA online area for posting

notices, getting your electronic newsletter, and other features.

= COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES AND NETWORKING
CSA provides opportunities to meet collaborators and providers of
various music services. Make sure you're listed on our web site.

= SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get well-crafted

songs targeted to their best potential market. Songs are screened at
meetings 2-3 times a year, or by mail. Selected songs are eligible for
inclusion on CSA compilation albums which are often given to
industry pros. Songs submitted for screening must have been
presented at a prior critique session. (exceptions on a case-by-case
basis)

= PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING OUTLETS AND

Questions about CSA Programs? Need To check your
Membership status? Have a news item to submit? Want to
volunteer for a project? Seeking a collaborator? Change of
Address? It's easy to contact CSA.

General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail: info@ctsongs.com

Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, Special Projects:
CSA membership PO Box 511 Mystic CT 06355
E-Mail: info@ctsongwriters.com

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com

DISTRIBUTION : Recordings by CSA members may be made
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or Internet Distribution
channels.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES: The LUNCH
Program offers opportunities to be involved in the production and
performance of benefit shows to address hunger and poverty in
Connecticut. Contact info@ctsongwriting.com for details.

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR NEW MEMBERS (This form not valid for membership renewals)
Membership Categories

NAME

ADDRESS:

E_MAIL (required for newsletter)

TODAY'S DATE: BIRTH DATE

PHONE: ( ) OCCUPATION:

CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE __Songwriter __Lyricist
__Composer __Musician __ Patron Other:

__Vocalist

(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories)
(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter
Subscription. For a paper copy by mail, add $10 per year)

[ 1 year New Membership $40

LI 2 year New Membership $70 (save $10)

] 3 year New Membership $99 (save $21)

U Full Time Student (under 19) $35/yr

L Senior Citizen (60+) $35/yr

O Lifetime $400 one time total

[ e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr. 12 issues)

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free or discounted admission to monthly meetings and
critique sessions, participation in the Song Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion on Compilation CDs, free classified ads ,

and discounts on goods and services.

Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $

Name on Credit Card:

Mail to:
CSA Membership
PO Box 511

Credit Card Number : __ Visa __ Mastercard

Expiration

Mystic CT 06355

] 11/

E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com

Connecticut Songwriters Association
PO Box 511., Mystic, CT 06355
Serving Music's Artisans
and Craftsmen Since 1979

An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music




