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CSA is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to
improving the art and craft of original musical and lyrical composition.
Serving music's artisans and craftsmen since 1979.
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SA Showcase

Resources for Indie Artists

Tuesday July 6, 7:15pm, Wesleyan University in
Middletown (directions on page 2).

. Meet one of the current movers and shakers in
the national music scene today. The President

of Indiegrrl, Vicki Blankenship, will be our
special guest.  Indiegrrl is one of the largest
support organizations for Indie artists.

Although their primary focus is on promoting
women in the arts, they are open to all artists
and provide tremendous resources and
networking for anyone. Vicki is the founder of
the Indiegrrl national conference and the
Indiegrrl  songwriting  competition.  both
significant events. Vicki is a truly multi-
dimensional person who shows what it takes to
rise above the crowd in this competitive business
of music. This meeting is $8 for members, for
members, $10 for non-members. You may
register online at the website
(www.ctsongs.com) via PayPal. or by mail, or at
the door.

FRIDAY, JULY 16: CSA PRESENTS a
Songwriting Workshop and Open Mike at the
Buttonwood Tree on Main St, in Middletown.
6:00pm-7:30pm - An in-depth presentation on
the craft and business of songwriting by Bill Pere
8pm-9pm - CSA Open Mike (advance signup
required); 9pm - Concert with Bill and Kay Pere.
Coming in August: Sunday Aug 29
CSA Outdoor Showcase/Picnic
A great Performing opportunity

Details on Page 2
Bring a Friend !

CRITIQUE SESSION

Following the program, as time permits, there
will be a critique session. To participate in the
critique session, members may bring a song on
CD (or do it live), with 20 copies of typed lyric
sheets, and receive constructive feedback.
Critique sessions are a good forum for works in
progress or rough demos. For best feedback,
note on your lyric sheets the intended genre and
audience for your song, and what your goals are
(i.e. picked up by a commercial artist, self-
produce, etc.). The programs at most CSA
monthly meetings, except for special workshops,
are free to members, $5 to non-members,
applicable toward membership if you join within
30 days. Members are encouraged to bring a
friend who might be interested in what CSA

offers. .
CSA EVENT CALENDAR

(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com)

Jun 8 CSA Meeting- Grammy Award Winner from Nashville
Mike Hopkins - Glastonbury YMCA

Jun 19 Songwriting Workshop - Hingham, MA

Jun 20 CSA Summer Showcase/Picnic - JB Williams Park

Jul 6 CSA Meeting - Wesleyan Univ.
Indiegrrl President Vicki Blankenship

Jul 16 CSA Showcase and songwriting workshop
- The Buttonwood Tree, Middletown
Sign up for open mike!
Aug 29 CSA Ssummer Showcase/Picnic - JB Williams Park
Sep 14 CSA Meeting -Glastonbury YMCA
Grammy Winner Michael Hopkins
Oct 2 CSA Licensing Workshop, Mystic
Nov 9 CSA Meeting , Wesleyan Univ, Middletown
John Battaglia, agent for Beyonce and Usher
Dec 4 14th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show - Stonington
Dec 7 CSA Meeting - Glastonbury

Success comes from opportunity.
Opportunity comes from involvement. Get involved!

Guiding Songs Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation

COMBINING ARTS, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR 31 YEARS
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How to
Get There!

Directions to Wesleyan University:
The meeting room at Wesleyan is B2B3, South College near the Chapel in the core of the campus.
-- From New Haven take | 91 north to Exit 18 which is Route 66 which becomes Washington St in
Middletown. Go right onto High St. after Memorial Green. The chapel and South College are on High St.
See Wesleyan Univ. Sign at the corner of Washington and High St.
--From the Merritt / Wilbur Cross Parkway (Route 15) to Route 66 east to Middletown.
--From Hartford or from New London, take Route 9 to Exit 15 in Middletown. This is Route 66 which
becomes Washington St. High St is a left just before the Green.
--From Waterbury, take | 691 past Meriden. 691 becomes Route 66. See above.
--For automated travel directions call 860-685-3390. Enter through glass door connector

PLEASE NOTE: If you have any used printer ink cartridges, please bring them with you to
the meeting. CSA can recycle them and receive a donation.

PERFOQRMANCE QPPQRTONITY !

August CSA Summer Picnic & SongShare !

G Hot Fun in the Summertime

Rain or Shine!

Sunday, August 29, from 2pm to 5pm at J.B. Williams Memorial
Park, on Neipsic Rd, Glastonbury. RAIN OR SHINE! CSA
returns to this gorgeous facility for our popular annual event.
There is a large covered pavilion with electricity, picnic tables,
grills, volleyball, playground, hiking trails, pond, and convenient
parking. We will host an all-day showcase, from 1pm to 3pm
with sound system provided. CSA members and friends may
reserve a slot to showcase original songs. Do a few tunes or a
whole set. Don Donegan is booking the slots on a first call basis.
If you'd like to perform, call Don at 860-659-8992 or e-mail at
DDCSA@aol.com.

Directions:

From New London/Norwich: Take Rt 12 west to Exit 8 in
Glastonbury. Go right, and right again onto Hebron Ave. Go
2 miles and turn right onto Wickham Rd. Go to end of
Wickham and turn left on Neipsic. The park is one block on
the left. >>> From New Haven: Take 1-91 North to Exit 25,
Glastonbury. Cross CT River on Rt 3 and bear right on Rt 2
towards Norwich. Take Exit 9 off Rt 2 and go left on Neipsic
Rd under Rt 2. Go 3/4 mile to park on the left. From
Hartford: Take 1-91 South to Exit 25 (Glastonbury) and
proceed as above. From 1-84 East or West: Take Rt 2 to
Glastonbury to Exit 9 (Neipsic Rd) and proceed as above.

Please bring some food for the grill, a non-alcoholic beverage, a
dish to share and some picnic items like plates, cups, and napkins.
The event if free, so bring family and friends.

EACH YEAR DOZENS OF SONGWRITERS AND FRIENDS COME AND GO THROUGHOUT THE DAY.
COME RELAX, SCHMOOZE, AND ENJOY THE COMPANY OF CREATIVE PEOPLE

It's a picnic, so please bring food for yourself and stuff to share,
including paper goods, napkins, cups, utensils, etc.

For photos from previous events, check out the website photo album
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Women in the Arts

Tuesday July 6, 7:15pm, Wesleyan University,
Middletown (directions)

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY! Meet one of the current
movers and shakers in the national music scene today.
The President of Indiegrrl, Vicki Blankenship, will be our
specia guest. Indiegrrl isone of the largest support
organizations for Indie artists. Although their primary
focusis on promoting women in the arts, they are open to
all artists and provide tremendous resources and
networking for anyone. Vicki isthe founder of the
Indiegrrl national conference and the Indiegrrl songwriting
competition. both significant events.

ABOUT VICKI:

Vicki Blankenship is a singer songwriter that grabs the audience with her lyrics and diverse musical
arrangements in her songs about life experiences both comical and inspirational. Pulling from various
genres like Rock, Americana, Blues, Bluegrass, and Southern Rock, she infuses these styles to create a
very unique blend of music. She first hit the Indie music scene full time in 2003 with the release of her
debut album “Don’t Forget To Breathe” that was followed by her sophomore project “Horizons” in 2005
and her third project “Blue Flame Trance” in 2009. She is currently working on her fourth CD project to
be released in 2010. She has won several songwriting competitions and has been in the top charts of
Indie radio station across the US. Her song “One In Eight” was featured on the Grammy winning
Hollywood Fame Award compilation CD “I’'m Too Young For This” and is a powerful song about
finding out she had cancer. Vicki is also President of Indiegrrl Women in the Arts, Inc. a nonprofit that
creates networking, educational, and showcasing opportunities for women of all ages involved in music
and the arts. Whether speaking to an audience or performing her award winning songs, she will pull you
in and fill you up with emotions that will take you on a roller coaster ride you will never forget. Visit
www.spottedkivaproductions to learn more about Vicki, and visit www.indiegrrl.com to learn more
about Indiegrrl Women in the Arts.

Vicki will participate in our song critique session

This program is $8 for members, $10 for non-members
Register online (www.ctsongs.com or
by mail (CSA PO Box 511 Mystic CT 06355) or at the door.



CSA SONGWRITING WORKSHOP
and Performance Showcase

A Songcrafters' Coloring Book
Songwriting Workshop with Bill Pere
and a CSA OPEN MIKE/SHOWCASE

If you missed the CSA Songwriting retreat in March, and

iIf you missed the Singer-Songwriter Conference at Cape

May, and if you missed the June Songwriting workshop
in Hingham, MA, here is another opportunity:

Guaranteed to change the way you view songwriting, and to put you
firmly in charge of your own creative output

Date: Friday July 16, 6pm Workshop, 8pm Showcase
Location: The Buttonwood Tree, 605 Main St, Middletown, CT

Songwriting Workshop:

LEARN THE SECRETS OF THE CRAFT AND BUSINESS OF SONGWRITING
and get a professional level 3 critique of your song.

Bill Pere is an internationally published songwriter, recording artist and songwriting
coach. Author of the internationally acclaimed "Songcrafters' Coloring Book™ and One of
the "Top 50 Innovators and Guiding Lights of the Music Industry”, as named by Music
Connection Magazine. His songwriting articles are published internationally in many
industry publications.

Bill has had 13 Top-Ten Songs on various Indie charts for more than 120 consecutive
weeks, is an IMC Indie Artist of the Year ,President, CT Songwriting Academy , Executive
Director, CT Songwriters Association ,Official Judge and Critiquer for several national and
international songwriting/performance competitions, Founder, L.U.N.C.H. (Local United
Network for Combating Hunger) and an official Connecticut State Troubadour

Open Mike/Showcase COME SHARE A SONG

8-9pm: Open Mike slots are 1-2 songs, and must be signed up in advance
(info@ctsongwriting.com). At 9pm, Bill and Kay Pere will present a featured set of
original songs.

TICKETS ARE JUST $10 and
PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE BUTTONWOOD and CSA.
JOIN US AND BRING A FRIEND |



independent MusIic
Gonference 2010

"Noel, | just wanted to share some thoughts about the IMC. One of the biggest assets you've built up
over the last 7 years is an amazing track record of credibility. The cumulative record of what has
been offered and achieved since 2003 is impressive. Anything that has lasted for 7 years and
produced 10 or more events is doing something worthwhile, and people need to see that. The
Industry Pros that have been presenters/mentors at IMC is an incredibly impressive list. The
geographic diversity and the number of events provides indisputable credibility and legitimacy to the
IMC. The artists who have performed and been presented with Immie Awards at IMC is another
amazing list. The workshops and panels that have been presented at IMC represent an incredible
display of knowledge. The sponsors/exhibitors at IMC is a who's who of the industry. The press that
the IMC has received confirms all of this... and nothing beats a credible track record of excellence.”
- Bill Pere, Executive Director CSA and Author "Songcrafters' Coloring Book"

' nin us on Facehook: WWW. IMC2010.com/facehook ™

| '-'
| '|mdﬂ _F"\.L_'?.FJ’ICL'JI ['{'::1
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November18-21,2010 <=
Northampton, Massachusetts




COMING SEPTEMBER 14
(rescheduled from June)

GRAMMY AWARD WINNING EARS FROM
NASHVILLE COME TO LISTEN TO YOUR
SONGS!

Michael Hopkins is a Connecticut native who got a degree in
audio engineering, headed down to Nashville , and set up a
studio on Music Row. He eventually got connected with
superstar Sheryl Crow, and their work together resulted in a
Grammy Award for Michael for his sound work on Sheryl's
recording sessions.

Along the way, Michael met and worked with many world class
artists, and he learned what it takes to "make it" as an writer,
artist, or singer-songwriter in a music center like Nashville

Michael will share his insights, and critique your songs.

This program is $5 for members, $10 for non-members.

HOW TO GET THERE

Directions to Glastonbury YMCA (Welles St.) :

From 1-91 going north or south: Take Exit 25 over the

CT River onto Route 3 to Glastonbury. Bear right onto Route 2 towards Norwich. Take

Exit 8 (Hebron Av.) off Route 2 and go right at the late onto Hebron Av. Go right at the next light
which is New London Turnpike. Take first left (Welles St.) and a quick right into the Fox Run Mall. Go
straight, park anywhere and look for CSA signs near People's Bank.

From 1-84 east or west: Take Exit 55 onto Route 2 towards Glastonbury to Exit 8. See above. From
Norwich / New London area: Take Route 2 to Exit 8 in Glastonbury and go right and a quick left onto
Hebron Av. Go 2 lights to New London Tpke. See above




CALLING ALL WRITERS

ANNOUNCING THE CSA 2010 COMPILATIONS

Get your songs in by October 31, 2010 to insure
ellglbl I |ty I (after 10/31, contact us for status)

CSA Compilation CDs have received radio airplay and are displayed at national conferences,
and the digital downloads pay artist royalties.

1: SONGS of SOCIAL RELEVANCE - we're continuing to collect songs that address

an issue of social importance -- hunger, homelessness, the environment, substance abuse, global
warming...... This is your chance to speak out and be heard. TIP: Don't just write a song that preaches --
Make your point by showing it, not telling it.

2. SPIRITUAL/INSPIRATIONAL SONGS - our 4th collection in this very

popular series. See our previous Spiritual/Inspirational collections "Share the Journey" and "Along
the Road" for examples of songs that fit this category.

3 HOLIDAY SONGS - one of the favorite categories -- CSA has released four great holiday
collections. The holidays keep coming, and so do the songs'!

4: GOOD OL'COUNTRY SONGS ! Always popular, and there is no lack of good

quality country songs in CSA.

Remember: submission is not a guarantee of inclusion.

GUIDELINES

= At least one writer must be a current CSA member
= All songs must be professionally produces, up to ‘radio-ready' standards.
= Social Relevance songs must address a specific topic and social issue, such as hunger, homelessness, substance abuse,
the environment, global warming, etc...
= Spiritual Inspirational songs must be appropriate to the category. See examples on the previous CSA Compilations
"Share the Journey" , "Along the Road"., and "A Light Ahead".
= Holiday songs must have some winter holiday theme. (Christmas, New Year, Hanukkah, Thanksgiving)
= Country songs may be about any topic, but should have a country music feel to the arrangement.
Please specify for which CD Collection you are submitting.
= Any musical style is okay
= Submission is NOT a guarantee of acceptance. Songs will be selected based on :
-- Appropriateness to the theme
-- Song Crafting
-- Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready)
-- Available space on the CD (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,
those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will be given greater consideration.
Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).
Unsigned songs are preferred. If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release
from the publisher must be provided.
Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA CD Compilation of the same theme,
but may be re-submitted if they also fit a different theme.
Submissions will not be returned.
At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,
with royalties paid to the writers.
TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:
= Arecording of the song on CD, suitable for duplication (put your name and contact info on the CD)
Clearly indicate the TIME of the track, in minutes: seconds
A lyric sheet (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet)
A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com)
A non-refundable one-time $10 per song processing fee payable to CSA.
If you want your complementary copy to be mailed to you, please include $3 for postage.
(there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not)
Send your recording, lyric sheet, release form, and $10 (+ $3 postage) to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to know if it acceptable for consideration before
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session




