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-- AMAZING OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUI! --

Tuesday May 25: Revenue Streams and Career Coaching
Tuesday June 08 : Nashville Grammy Award Winner

PRO WORKSHOP

(Mystic Chamber of Commerce, 14 Holmes St )

Tuesday May 25, 7:15pm:
Learn how to generate income

from multiple revenue streams,

with national career coach Deb
Russell, from Artists' Edge
(register early - details inside

page 3)

Tuesday June 08, 7:15pm
Present your songs to one of
Nashville's Grammy award
winning engineers and
producers, Michael Hopkins
( details on page 4)

Coming in July: Tuesday July 6

Meet the President of one of the largest
independent artist organizations in the
U.S., with Vicki Blankenship of
Indiegrrl!

Bring a Friend !

CRITIQUE SESSION

Following the program, as time permits, there
will be a critique session. To participate in the
critique session, members may bring a song on
CD (or do it live), with 20 copies of typed lyric
sheets, and receive constructive feedback.
Critique sessions are a good forum for works in
progress or rough demos. For best feedback,
note on your lyric sheets the intended genre and
audience for your song, and what your goals are
(i.e. picked up by a commercial artist, self-
produce, etc.). The programs at most CSA
monthly meetings, except for special workshops,
are free to members, $5 to non-members,
applicable toward membership if you join within
30 days. Members are encouraged to bring a
friend who might be interested in what CSA
offers. .

COMBINING ARTS, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR 31 YEARS

CSA EVENT CALENDAR

(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com)

May 25 CSA Workshop - Mystic Special Guest Deb Russell
Jun 8 CSA Meeting- Grammy Award Winner from Nashville
Mike Hopkins - Glastonbury YMCA
Jun 19 Songwriting Workshop - Hingham, MA
Jun 20 CSA Summer Showcase/Picnic - JB Williams Park
Jul 6 CSA Meeting - Wesleyan Univ.
Indiegrrl President Vicki Blankenship
Jul 16 CSA Showcase - The Buttonwood Tree, Middletown
Sign up for open mike!
Aug 29 CSA Ssummer Showcase/Picnic - JB Williams Park
Sep 14 CSA Meeting -Glastonbury YMCA

Oct 2 CSA Licensing Workshop, Mystic

Nov 9 CSA Meeting , Wesleyan Univ, Middletown
John Battaglia, agent for Beyonce and Usher

Dec 4 14th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show - Stonington

Dec 7 CSA Meeting - Glastonbury

Success comes from opportunity.
Opportunity comes from involvement. Get involved!

Guiding Songs Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation
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( CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

How to
Get There!

DIRECTIONS FOR MAY WORKSHOPS: Mystic Chamber of Commerce Conference Roo
(14 Holmes St) : Coming North on 1-95, take Exit 89. Go right off the Exit onto Allyn St

Go about 2 miles and come to a light and the intersection of Rt 1. Turn left onto Rt 1 and go a short way to
the 5-way intersection overlooking Main St, Mystic. Proceed down the Main Street of Mystic, across the
drawbridge, to the flagpole (Holmes St). Turn left at the flagpole onto Holmes. Pass a few storefronts and
you'll see ared brick building, #14 Holmes St. To park, turn right just before the brick building onto
Church St, and park in the lot behind the brick building. The entrance for the Chamber of Commerce is at
the far right as you face the rear of the building. Go down the corridor. The room is on the right. Coffee
and Snacks available ! PLEASE NOTE: If you have any used printer ink cartridges, please bring them
with you to the meeting. CSA can recycle them and receive a donation.

NOW AT THE WEBSITE: Details for the 2011 Songwriting retreat. Photos and reviews of the
2010 retreat.  www.ctsongs.com

NEW WORKSHOP - If you missed the CSA Songwriting retreat in March, and if you missed the
Singer-Songwriter Conference at Cape May, here is another opportunity:

Date: Saturday, June 19, 2010 Time: 11:00am - 5:00pm Location: New North Music Hall -1 Lincoln
Street Hingham, MA -- details on page 8

RFQRMANCE QPPQRTONITY ¢

The Annual CSA Summer Picnic & SongShare !

N\

Hot Fun in the Summertime

C Rain or Shine!

Sunday, June 20, from 2pm to 5pm at J.B. Williams Memorial
Park, on Neipsic Rd, Glastonbury. RAIN OR SHINE! CSA
returns to this gorgeous facility for our popular annual event.
There is a large covered pavilion with electricity, picnic tables,
grills, volleyball, playground, hiking trails, pond, and convenient
parking. We will host an all-day showcase, from 1pm to 3pm
with sound system provided. CSA members and friends may
reserve a slot to showcase original songs. Do a few tunes or a
whole set. Don Donegan is booking the slots on a first call basis.
If you'd like to perform, call Don at 860-659-8992 or e-mail at
DDCSA@aol.com.

Directions:

From New London/Norwich: Take Rt 12 west to Exit 8 in
Glastonbury. Go right, and right again onto Hebron Ave. Go
2 miles and turn right onto Wickham Rd. Go to end of
Wickham and turn left on Neipsic. The park is one block on
the left. >>> From New Haven: Take 1-91 North to Exit 25,
Glastonbury. Cross CT River on Rt 3 and bear right on Rt 2
towards Norwich. Take Exit 9 off Rt 2 and go left on Neipsic
Rd under Rt 2. Go 3/4 mile to park on the left. From
Hartford: Take 1-91 South to Exit 25 (Glastonbury) and
proceed as above. From 1-84 East or West: Take Rt 2 to
Glastonbury to Exit 9 (Neipsic Rd) and proceed as above.

Please bring some food for the grill, a non-alcoholic beverage, a
dish to share and some picnic items like plates, cups, and napkins.
The event if free, so bring family and friends.

EACH YEAR DOZENS OF SONGWRITERS AND FRIENDS COME AND GO THROUGHOUT THE DAY.
COME RELAX, SCHMOOZE, AND ENJOY THE COMPANY OF CREATIVE PEOPLE

It's a picnic, so please bring food for yourself and stuff to share,
including paper goods, napkins, cups, utensils, etc.
For photos from previous events, check out the website photo album




CSA PRO WORKSHOP

REGISTER NOW -SLOTS ARE LIMITED !

Debra Russell, Founder of the Leading Edge and
One of Today's Top Career Coaches Presents:

GENERATING MULTIPLE
INCOME STREAMSFROM MUSIC

TUESDAY MAY 25, 7:15pm,
Mystic Chamber of Commerce Conference Room
14 Holmes St, Mystic

An Amazing Opportunity! Meet the Founder of The Artists Edge, one of the industry's leading artist
coaching, mentoring, and business development organizations. Debra Russell is known across the US for her
amazing programs which give artists the insights and tools they need to deal with all the business aspects of
being a creative person. Debrawill present her workshop on M ultiple Income Streams From Music.

Debra Russell combines her two passions— the world of entertainment with facilitating growth and change in
people’ slives. As an Artist’s Success Coach and workshop leader, Debra works with creative individuals to help
shape their success in their chosen field. Debrais a certified business Results Coach, additionally certified in
Neuro Linguistic Programming (NLP), Neurological Repatterning and Ericksonian Hypnosis. She specializesin
serving the Artsand Entertainment I ndustries working with performers, writers, and visual artists as aswell as
executives, producers, venue owners, agents and those involved in production.

In addition to working with private clients, Debra, founder of Artist’s EDGE, has created several innovative
programs which have been presented nationally at entertainment industry trade conferences including the Western
Arts Alliance, North American Folk Alliance, TAXI Road Rally, and San Francisco Women's Film Festival as
well as to private groups and organizations.

Debra does individual coaching to address specific situations and needs. After this presentation, you will be able
to contact her if you want to arrange for further individual work. Thisisan exceptional opportunity to network
with amajor pro in an important area of career development.

CRITIQUE SESSION TOO'!

SPACE ISLIMITED - REGISTER IN ADVANCE to secure your spot!

Registration is $10 for members, $12 for non-members. Y ou may register securely online at the website
(www.ctsongs.com) via PayPal, or by mail : CSA PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.

Member rateisfor active members of CSA, Songsalive, IndieGrrl



COMING JUNE 8

GRAMMY AWARD WINNING EARS FROM
NASHVILLE COME TO LISTEN TO YOUR
SONGS!

Michael Hopkins is a Connecticut native who got a degree in
audio engineering, headed down to Nashville , and set up a
studio on Music Row. He eventually got connected with
superstar Sheryl Crow, and their work together resulted in a
Grammy Award for Michael for his sound work on Sheryl's
recording sessions.

Along the way, Michael met and worked with many world class
artists, and he learned what it takes to "make it" as an writer,
artist, or singer-songwriter in a music center like Nashville

Michael will share his insights, and critique your songs.

This program is $5 for members, $10 for non-members.

HOW TO GET THERE

Directions to Glastonbury YMCA (Welles St.) :

From 1-91 going north or south: Take Exit 25 over the

CT River onto Route 3 to Glastonbury. Bear right onto Route 2 towards Norwich. Take

Exit 8 (Hebron Av.) off Route 2 and go right at the late onto Hebron Av. Go right at the next light
which is New London Turnpike. Take first left (Welles St.) and a quick right into the Fox Run Mall. Go
straight, park anywhere and look for CSA signs near People's Bank.

From 1-84 east or west: Take Exit 55 onto Route 2 towards Glastonbury to Exit 8. See above. From
Norwich / New London area: Take Route 2 to Exit 8 in Glastonbury and go right and a quick left onto
Hebron Av. Go 2 lights to New London Tpke. See above




independent MusIic
Gonference 2010

"Noel, | just wanted to share some thoughts about the IMC. One of the biggest assets you've built up
over the last 7 years is an amazing track record of credibility. The cumulative record of what has
been offered and achieved since 2003 is impressive. Anything that has lasted for 7 years and
produced 10 or more events is doing something worthwhile, and people need to see that. The
Industry Pros that have been presenters/mentors at IMC is an incredibly impressive list. The
geographic diversity and the number of events provides indisputable credibility and legitimacy to the
IMC. The artists who have performed and been presented with Immie Awards at IMC is another
amazing list. The workshops and panels that have been presented at IMC represent an incredible
display of knowledge. The sponsors/exhibitors at IMC is a who's who of the industry. The press that
the IMC has received confirms all of this... and nothing beats a credible track record of excellence.”
- Bill Pere, Executive Director CSA and Author "Songcrafters' Coloring Book"

' nin us on Facehook: WWW. IMC2010.com/facehook ™
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Only $45 Iorall FOUR Ilan ==
November18-21,2010 <=
Northampton, Massachusetts




SONGWRITING WORKSHOP

If you missed the CSA Songwriting retreat in March, and
If you missed the Singer-Songwriter Conference at Cape
May, here is another opportunity:

A Songcrafters' Coloring Book
Songwriting Workshop
with Bill Pere and Kay Pere

Guaranteed to change the way you view songwriting, and to put you
firmly in charge of your own creative output

Date:

Saturday, June 19, 2010

Time:

11:00am - 5:00pm

Location:

New North Music Hall -1 Lincoln Street Hingham, MA

Description

Bill Pere is an internationally published songwriter, recording artist and songwriting
coach. Author of the internationally acclaimed "Songcrafters' Coloring Book™ and One of
the "Top 50 Innovators and Guiding Lights of the Music Industry”, as named by Music
Connection Magazine. His songwriting articles are published internationally in many
industry publications.

Bill has had 13 Top-Ten Songs on various Indie charts for more than 120 consecutive
weeks, is an IMC Indie Artist of the Year ,President, CT Songwriting Academy , Executive
Director, CT Songwriters Association ,Official Judge and Critic for several national and
international songwriting/performance competitions, Founder, L.U.N.C.H. (Local United
Network for Combating Hunger) and an official Connecticut State Troubadour

Kay Pere is a nationally known vocal instructor and creativity coach. Her workshops
have been presented coast-to-coast and she has recorded in Nashville with Grammy
Award winning producer/engineer Mike Hopkins

Join us for aday full day of workshops and critique. Space is limited. $55.00 advance
registration $65.00 at the door (must confirm space in advance if planning to pay at the
door).

REGISTER ONLINE: http://songwritingworkshop.eventbrite.com/
MORE INFO:  http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=112120498816127

Please bring: Pen and paper for taking notes
15 copies of the lyric sheets for the songs you wish to have critiqued
A brown bag lunch



CALLING ALL WRITERS

ANNOUNCING THE CSA 2010 COMPILATIONS

Get your songs in by October 31, 2010 to insure
ellglblllty I (after 10/31, contact us for status)

CSA Compilation CDs have received radio airplay and are displayed at national conferences,
and the digital downloads pay artist royalties.

1: SONGS of SOCIAL RELEVANCE - we're continuing to collect songs that address

an issue of social importance -- hunger, homelessness, the environment, substance abuse, global
warming...... This is your chance to speak out and be heard. TIP: Don't just write a song that preaches --
Make your point by showing it, not telling it.

2. SPIRITUAL/INSPIRATIONAL SONGS - our 4th collection in this very

popular series. See our previous Spiritual/Inspirational collections "Share the Journey" and "Along
the Road" for examples of songs that fit this category.

3 HOLIDAY SONGS - one of the favorite categories -- CSA has released four great holiday
collections. The holidays keep coming, and so do the songs !

4: GOOD OL'COUNTRY SONGS'!I. Always popular, and there is no lack of good

quality country songs in CSA.

Remember: submission is not a guarantee of inclusion.

GUIDELINES

= At least one writer must be a current CSA member
= All songs must be professionally produces, up to 'radio-ready' standards.
= Social Relevance songs must address a specific topic and social issue, such as hunger, homelessness, substance abuse,
the environment, global warming, etc...
= Spiritual Inspirational songs must be appropriate to the category. See examples on the previous CSA Compilations
"Share the Journey” , "Along the Road"., and "A Light Ahead".
= Holiday songs must have some winter holiday theme. (Christmas, New Year, Hanukkah, Thanksgiving)
= Country songs may be about any topic, but should have a country music feel to the arrangement.
Please specify for which CD Collection you are submitting.
= Any musical style is okay
= Submission is NOT a guarantee of acceptance. Songs will be selected based on :
-- Appropriateness to the theme
-- Song Crafting
-- Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready)
-- Available space on the CD (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,
those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will be given greater consideration.
Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).
Unsigned songs are preferred. If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release
from the publisher must be provided.
Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA CD Compilation of the same theme,
but may be re-submitted if they also fit a different theme.
Submissions will not be returned.
At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,
with royalties paid to the writers.
TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:
= Arecording of the song on CD, suitable for duplication (put your name and contact info on the CD)
Clearly indicate the TIME of the track, in minutes: seconds
A lyric sheet (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet)
A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com)
A non-refundable one-time $10 per song processing fee payable to CSA.
If you want your complementary copy to be mailed to you, please include $3 for postage.
(there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not)
Send your recording, lyric sheet, release form, and $10 (+ $3 postage) to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to know if it acceptable for consideration before
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session




THE UN-COMFORT ZONE with Robert Wilson

Compelled by an Idea

I was leaving my last class for the day when I saw my friend, Ken Frankel, working out in the hallway
with one of those pistol-grip label makers. I stopped and asked what he was doing.
"The Dean asked me to put the room numbers up in Braille so the blind students can find their classrooms."

As I watched Ken work, I thought of some of the blind students I knew there at Georgia State University.
Suddenly the devil got into me and I asked, "Does that thing do the alphabet as well?"

"Yes." Ken replied.

"Excellent! Let's take it over to the men's restroom in the Student Center and put up some graffiti in
Braille!"

So we did. The next day we made a point of running into our blind friends, and asking them if they had
been keeping up with the graffiti that people were putting up in the stalls.

The typical answer was, "Come on man, why are you asking me that when you know I can't see it?"

So we replied, "Next time you're in there, feel above the toilet paper dispenser."

They did, and within 48 hours every blind student on campus had heard about it. Then they were after us
to put up some more! They told us, "This stuff is great!"

Feeling obligated to get some new material, we hit the bars for inspiration. One night we found the
mother lode: the men's room at Moe's & Joe's, a 50 year old pub where they never painted over the witticisms
scrawled on the walls.

Several mugs of beer and several trips to the restroom later, we filled several sheets of paper with funny
bathroom graffiti to take back with us. As we looked at our collection, we came to two conclusions: first that
we'd had way too much beer, and second that we should keep collecting graffiti until we had enough for a book.

Little did we know how long that would take! After a few days of active searching we had little to show
for our efforts. Somewhat frustrated, we made a decision to just collect new material whenever we happened
upon it.

A decade passed, but it was an idea I couldn't forget. It still made me laugh every time I thought of it. I
kept the idea alive, and we kept collecting. Finally, 15 years later, our collection was big enough and we found a
publisher who agreed with us that it was a very funny idea.

Sometimes an idea is so exciting that we can't leave it alone. We have to see it to fruition. I've been
compelled by ideas to start new businesses, erect buildings, write novels, and even create new recipes.

My friend Jordan Graye, a radio personality in Atlanta, became energized by an idea when she learned
that the actual inventor of radio, Nikola Tesla, never got credit for it in his lifetime. Like many people in radio,
she believed that Gugliomo Marconi was the man who discovered it.

As she read more about Tesla, she learned that he was also the inventor of alternating current electricity -
the type of electricity that powers our homes and offices. She became incensed that history had forgotten this
real-life Prometheus; and made it her mission to remind the world of his gifts.

She thought the best way to restore Tesla's fame would be in a film. That she had never made a movie
before (and knew next to nothing about making one), did not deter her one bit.

Jordan did her research and composed a story. She then hired writers, actors, camera operators, and
lighting people. She committed her time, energy and a sizable portion of her life savings to realizing her dream.
Three years later, MegaHertz was complete and Nikola Tesla's life revived.

What idea is motivating you? Are you working on it?

Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humorist. He works with companies that want to be more competitive and
with people who want to think like innovators. For more information on Robert's programs please visit

WwWw.jumpstartyourmeeting.com.




SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a song or lyric on cassette to the
monthly meeting for critiquing by fellow members. Please bring 30-40
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State members may have their songs or
lyrics critiqued by sending one submission with 20 typed copies of lyrics
to: CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or a double
stamped return envelope. Please note that since critiquing is designed to
give constructive feedback and suggestions for improvement, songs which
are meant only to be shared for self expression (as opposed to critiqued for
improvement) should not be submitted. These can be presented in song-
sharing opportunities.

FREE ACCESS to CT SONGS CAFE -- The CSA online area for posting

notices, getting your electronic newsletter, and other features.

= COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES AND NETWORKING
CSA provides opportunities to meet collaborators and providers of
various music services. Make sure you're listed on our web site.

= SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get well-crafted

songs targeted to their best potential market. Songs are screened at
meetings 2-3 times a year, or by mail. Selected songs are eligible for
inclusion on CSA compilation albums which are often given to
industry pros. Songs submitted for screening must have been
presented at a prior critique session. (exceptions on a case-by-case
basis)

= PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING OUTLETS AND

Questions about CSA Programs? Need To check your
Membership status? Have a news item to submit? Want to
volunteer for a project? Seeking a collaborator? Change of
Address? It's easy to contact CSA.

General Info: www.ctsongs.com  E-mail: info@ctsongs.com

Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, Special Projects:
CSA membership PO Box 511 Mystic CT 06355
E-Mail: info@ctsongwriters.com

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com

DISTRIBUTION : Recordings by CSA members may be made
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or Internet Distribution
channels.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES: The LUNCH
Program offers opportunities to be involved in the production and
performance of benefit shows to address hunger and poverty in
Connecticut. Contact info@ctsongwriting.com for details.

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR NEW MEMBERS (This form not valid for membership renewals)
Membership Categories

NAME

ADDRESS:

E_MAIL (required for newsletter )

TODAY'S DATE: BIRTH DATE

PHONE: ( ). OCCUPATION:

CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE __Songwriter __Lyricist
__Composer __Musician __ Patron Other:

_ Vocalist

(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories)
(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter
Subscription. For a paper copy by mail, add $10 per year)
[ 1 year New Membership $40
LI 2 year New Membership $70 (save $10)
L1 3 year New Membership $99 (save $21)
U Full Time Student (under 19) $35/yr
LI Senior Citizen (60+) $35/yr
LI Lifetime $400 one time total
[ e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr. 12 issues)

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free or discounted admission to monthly meetings and
critique sessions, participation in the Song Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion on Compilation CDs, free classified ads ,

and discounts on goods and services.

Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $

Name on Credit Card:

Mail to:
CSA Membership
PO Box 511

Credit Card Number : __ Visa __ Mastercard

Expiration

Mystic CT 06355

I

E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com

Connecticut Songwriters Association
PO Box 511., Mystic, CT 06355
Serving Music’s Artisans
and Craftsmen Since 1979

An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music




