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Newsletter of the  Connecticut 
Songwriters Association
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Connecticut

CSA is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to 
improving the art and craft of  original musical and lyrical composition.   

Serving music's artisans and craftsmen since 1979.
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Combining Arts, 
Education, and 

Community Outreach

Jul   07   -      CSA Meeting - Wesleyan Univ. 
                       Radio-Activity with  Franco Carofano
Aug 27-31     IMC, Northampton, MA
Aug 30         CSA Summer Showcase/Picnic - JB Williams Park
Sep                CSA Meeting -Glastonbury YMCA
Oct  3             CSA Day of Praise Collaborative Performance
Oct                CSA Meeting- Workshop
Nov 09          CSA Meeting - Wesleyan Univ.    
Dec 5             13th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show - Stonington
Dec                TBA

1979 - 2009 : 30 Years of Combining Arts, Education, and Community Outreach
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 THE EVOLUTION OF RADIO - HOW TO GET AIRPLAY TODAY 
AND WHAT INTERNET RADIO MEANS FOR YOU

CSA EVENT CALENDAR 
(for complete listing see  www.ctsongs.com) 

RADIO:   How to Get Airplay in 
this Corporate and Digital  Age
   Tuesday, July 7,  7:15pm at Wesleyan 
University, Middletown. CSA is pleased to have 
as our special guest radio veteran Franco 
Carofano.
 Like the rest of the music industry, radio has 
changed dramatically in the last 10 years, and 
continues to evolve rapidly, with satellite and 
Internet radio creating more opportunities even 
as corporate takeovers of local radio has 
blocked the old traditional paths of airplay.
  How do you effectively get airplay in this new 
day and age ?  Franco has been a broadcaster for 
over 30 years. starting  his career  at the 
legendary WAVZ in New Haven, where he 
interned under some of the biggest and 
brightest names in the industry. He worked 
with and learned from such talents as Willie 
B.Goode. Curtis W.Hansen, Rick Everett Gary 
Wall, and many more. During his 21 years at 
WQGN in New London  Franco served as music 
director, general manager, and host of the 
popular morning show. 
Franco is now launching his own Internet radio 
station.  How does the Indie songwriter and 
artist tap into this new media outlet ?  Come 
and learn.  This program is $5 for members, $10 
for non-members. 

Following the program, as time permits, there will 
be a critique session.  To participate in the critique 
session, members may bring a song on CD (or do it 
live), with 20 copies of typed lyric sheets, and 
receive constructive feedback.  Critique sessions 
are  a good forum for works in progress or rough 
demos.    For best feedback, note on your lyric 
sheets the intended genre and audience for your 
song, and what your goals are (i.e. picked up by a 
commercial artist, self-produce, etc.).   The 
programs at most CSA monthly  meetings, except 
for pro workshops,  are   free to members, $5 to 
non-members,  applicable toward membership if 
you join within 30 days.   Members are encouraged 
to bring a friend who might be interested in what 
CSA offers. .    

CRITIQUE SESSIONS

Sign Up Now to perform on August 30 !

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY !
AUGUST 30 Glastonbury
The Annual CSA Outdoor 

Showcase/Picnic
AUG 27-31: The 7th Independent Music Conference, 

Northampton, MA
Special CSA performance opportunity

AUG 27-31: The 7th Independent Music Conference, 
Northampton, MA

Special CSA performance opportunity

July 7, Wesleyan University, Middletown



CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

 

How to 
Get There!

page 2

 Sunday, August 30, from 1pm to 5pm at J.B. Williams Memorial 
Park, on Neipsic Rd, Glastonbury. RAIN OR SHINE!  CSA 
returns to this gorgeous facility for our popular annual event. 
There is a large covered pavilion with electricity, picnic tables, 
grills, volleyball, playground, hiking trails, pond, and convenient 
parking.  We will host an all-day showcase, from 1pm to 3pm 
with  sound system provided.   CSA members and friends may 
reserve a slot to showcase original songs.  Do a few tunes or a 
whole set.   Don Donegan is booking the slots on a first call basis.  
If you'd like to perform, call Don at 860-659-8992 or e-mail at 
DDCSA@aol.com. 

Please bring some food for the grill, a non-alcoholic beverage,  a  
dish to share and some picnic items like plates, cups, and napkins.   
The event if free, so bring family and friends.

Directions:

From New London/Norwich: Take Rt 12 west to Exit 8 in 
Glastonbury. Go right, and right again onto Hebron Ave. Go 
2 miles and turn right onto Wickham Rd. Go to end of 
Wickham and turn left on Neipsic.  The park is one block on 
the left. >>> From New Haven:   Take I-91 North to Exit 25, 
Glastonbury. Cross CT River on Rt 3 and bear right on Rt 2 
towards Norwich.  Take Exit 9 off Rt 2 and go left on Neipsic 
Rd under Rt 2.  Go 3/4 mile to park on the left.  From 
Hartford:  Take I-91 South to Exit 25 (Glastonbury) and 
proceed as above.   From I-84 East or West: Take Rt 2 to 
Glastonbury to Exit 9 (Neipsic Rd) and proceed as above.

The Annual CSA Summer Picnic  & SongShare !Special
Event

COME RELAX, SCHMOOZE, AND ENJOY THE COMPANY OF CREATIVE PEOPLE
EACH YEAR DOZENS OF SONGWRITERS AND FRIENDS COME AND GO  THROUGHOUT THE DAY.

Hot Fun in the SummertimeHot Fun in the Summertime
Rain or Shine !

It's a picnic, so please bring food for yourself and stuff to share, 
including paper goods, napkins, cups, utensils, etc. 

For photos from previous events, check out the  website photo album

HAPPENINGS
Bill Pere's  book "Songcrafters' Coloring Book: The Essential Guide to Effective and Successful Songwriting" has 
quickly sold out the first print run, and is now going into a second printing.   Lots of good feedback coming in 
from across the U.S. and overseas from Great Britain and Australia.    A special "Songcrafters' Coloring Book 
Workshop event is in the works for CSA -- stay tuned !

Time to Register for the 7th CSA day of Praise Collaborative Concert,  which will be held on October 3 in 
Marlborough.  A unique opportunity to be part of an ensemble, learning and performing each other's songs in a 
benefit concert, open to the public.  See details on page 5 and at the website.  REGISTER NOW -- SLOTS ARE 
VERY LIMITED !

 Directions to Wesleyan University: 
The meeting room at Wesleyan is B2B3,  South College near the Chapel in the core of the campus.  
-- From New Haven take I 91 north to Exit 18 which is Route 66 which becomes Washington St in Middletown.  
Go right onto High St. after Memorial Green.   The chapel and South College are on High St.  See Wesleyan Univ. 
sign at the corner of Washington and High St. 
--From the Merritt / Wilbur Cross Parkway (Route 15)  to Route 66 east to Middletown. 
--From Hartford or from New London, take Route 9  to Exit 15 in Middletown. This is Route 66 which becomes 
Washington St.   High St  is a left just before the Green. 
--From Waterbury, take I 691 past Meriden. 691 becomes Route 66.  See above. 
--For automated travel directions call 860-685-3390. 



1:  SONGS of SOCIAL RELEVANCE -  We're continuing to collect songs that address 
an issue of social  importance -- hunger, homelessness, the environment,  substance abuse,   global 
warming......  This is your chance to speak out and be heard.   TIP:  Don't just write a song that preaches -- 
Make your point by showing it, not telling it. 

2:   SPIRITUAL/INSPIRATIONAL SONGS -  Our  3rd collection in this very 
popular series.    See our previous Spiritual/Inspirational collections "Share the Journey" and "Along 
the Road" for examples of songs that fit this category. 

3:   HOLIDAY SONGS -  One of the  favorite categories -- CSA has released four great holiday 
collections.   The holidays keep coming, and so do the songs !

 4:   GOOD OL' COUNTRY SONGS ! - Always popular, and there is no lack of good 
quality country songs in CSA.  NOTE:  Because of the many great CSA country songs,  submission is not 
a guarantee of inclusion. 

Get your songs in by October  31, 2009 to insure 
eligibility !     (after  10/31, contact us for status)

CALLING ALL WRITERS CALLING ALL WRITERS

ANNOUNCING THE CSA 2009 COMPILATIONS 

CSA Compilation CDs have received radio airplay and are displayed at national conferences, 
 and  the digital downloads pay artist royalties. 

                                                                                GUIDELINES
•  At least one writer must be a current CSA member 
•  All songs must be professionally produces, up to 'radio-ready' standards. 
•  Social Relevance songs must address a specific topic and social issue, such as hunger, homelessness, substance abuse,  
the environment, global warming, etc... 
• Spiritual Inspirational songs must  be appropriate to the category. See examples on the previous CSA Compilations 
"Share the Journey" and "Along the Road". 
•  Songs for the Humorous/Novelty compilation must be appropriate for the theme of the collection.  Songs should 
feature unusual topics, tongue-in-cheek lyrics designed to bring a smile to the listener,  or to just present  a totally 
whimsical idea or story. 
 Please specify for which CD Collection  you are submitting. 
•  Any musical style is okay 
•  Submission is  NOT a guarantee of acceptance.  Songs will be selected based on  : 
      -- Appropriateness to the theme 
      --  Song Crafting 
      --  Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready) 
      --  Available space on the CD  (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,   
           those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will  be given greater consideration. 
•   Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).   
     Unsigned songs are preferred.    If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release 
      from the publisher must be provided. 
•   Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA CD Compilation 
•   Submissions will not be returned. 
•    At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,  
      with royalties paid to the writers. 
TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING: 
•    A recording of the song on CD,  suitable for duplication (put your name and contact  info on the  CD) 
•     Clearly indicate the TIME of the track, in minutes: seconds 
•    A lyric sheet  (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet) 
•    A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com) 
•    A non-refundable one-time  $10  per song processing fee payable to CSA.  
       If you want  your complementary copy to be mailed to you, please include  $2  for postage. 
       (there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not) 
Send your recording, lyric sheet,  release form,  and $10 (+ $2 postage)  to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355. 
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to  know if it acceptable for consideration before 
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session 



For the 7th Year, CSA is a major sponsor of the Independent Music 
Conference.  If enough CSA members attend, we will have a special CSA 

Performance at the Conference.   Visit www.imc09.com



Connecticut 
Songwriters 
Association

Local 
United
Network to
Combat 
Hunger

SATURDAY October 3 
Marlborough Congregational Church

A DAY OF PRAISE
A Collaborative Concert of Spiritual and Inspirational Music to 

Benefit Social Services through LUNCH

1pm-5pm:   Rehearsal - Work on arrangements of each 
                    other's songs

5pm- 6pm:   • Fellowship Pot-Luck Supper 
                        (Please bring a dish to share;  
                        Full kitchen facilities are available)

6pm-7pm:      Prep and Sound Checks for Concert

7pm - 9pm    Concert, open to the public, 
                       proceeds to benefit  Social Service 
                       Agencies through LUNCH
                    
Registration in Advance is  only  $10 for the entire program ($15 for 

non-CSA members).  You can be at the concert portion of the 
program  either as an attendee or as a performer.   

All registrants may have a spot on the merchandise table to  display and 
sell CD's.  It is requested that $1 of each item sold be donated to CSA 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PERFORM AT THE CONCERT :

1.  Contact Bill Pere  no later than July15  for slot availability

2.  Submit a recording of  1-2 songs that you would perform. Songs must be  
inspirational, spiritual, or gospel related  and appropriate for being performed 
for a family audience in a church setting.  Songs from the CSA Compilation 
CDs receive preference. 
     
3.  Sound system will be provided for the concert,   supporting primarily an 
acoustic sound - -   There will be a keyboard provided, and percussion set.  

4. The number of songs from artist will be determined by the final number of  
performers participating - It's usually one song per artist.A CSA 30th 

Anniversary 
Event



An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music

 SONG CRITIQUES  Members may bring a song or lyric on cassette to  the  
monthly  meeting  for  critiquing  by fellow members.  Please bring 30-40 
copies of typed lyric sheet.  Out-of-State  members may have their songs or 
lyrics  critiqued by sending one  submission  with  40  typed  copies  of  lyrics  
to: CSA, 51 Hillcrest Ave, Watertown, CT 06795.  Include a double stamped 
return  envelope.   Members are encouraged to write their comments on the
sheets which can provide valuable feedback to the writer(s). Comments  by 
the group will be recorded at the end of  your song (do not remove the record-
protect tabs from  the cassette).  Please note that since critiquing is designed to 
give constructive feedback and suggestions for improvement,  songs which 
are  meant only to be shared  for self expression (as opposed to critiqued for 
improvement) should not be submitted.  These can be presented in song-
sharing opportunities. 
FREE  ACCESS to  CT SONGS CAFE -- The CSA online  area  for posting 
notices, getting your electronic newsletter, and other features. 

Connecticut Songwriters Association
PO Box 511., Mystic, CT 06355

Serving Music's Artisans
and Craftsmen Since 1979

Mail to: 
CSA Membership
PO Box 511   
Mystic CT 06355

Enclosed is my check or money order  to CSA for $ ___________.    

Credit Card Number  :    __ Visa        __  Mastercard Expiration 

Name on Credit Card: _____________________________________

NAME            __________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:      __________________________________________________________________

                        __________________________________________________________________

E_MAIL  (required for newsletter )       ___________________________________________

TODAY'S DATE:___________________             BIRTH DATE_________________________ 
 
PHONE:  (________)_____________________      OCCUPATION: _______________________    
      
CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE  __Songwriter  __Lyricist     __Vocalist  
     __Composer   __Musician    __Patron         Other:___________________

E-Mail:  info@ctsongs.com

MasterCard

MasterCardVISA

 Membership Categories 
(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories)

(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter 
Subscription. For a paper  copy by mail,  add $10 per year)

1 year New Membership $40 
2 year New Membership $70  (save $10)      
3 year New Membership $99  (save $21)
Full Time Student   $35/yr 
Senior Citizen $35/yr          
Lifetime $400 one time total 
e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr.  12 issues)

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly  newsletter Connecticut Songsmith , free  or discounted admission to  monthly meetings and 
critique sessions, participation in  the Song Share Sessions,  Song Screening Services, eligibility for  inclusion on Compilation CDs, free  classified ads , 
and discounts on  goods and services.   

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR  NEW MEMBERS

• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get well-crafted songs  
targeted to their  best potential market.  Songs are screened at meetings 
2-3 times a year, or  by  mail.  Selected songs are eligible for inclusion 
on CSA cassette albums which are often given to industry pros.  Songs 
submitted for screening must have been presented at a prior critique 
session. (exceptions on a case-by-case basis) For  details, contact Wayne 
Gamache,  203-265-6518   in Wallingford 

• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES  AND  NETWORKING 
CSA provides opportunities to meet collaborators and providers of 
various music services.  Make sure you're  listed on our web site.

Questions about CSA Programs?  Need To check your 
Membership status? Have  a news item to submit?  Want to 
volunteer for a project?  Seeking a collaborator?  Change of 
Address? It's easy to contact CSA.

 Change of Address,   Newsletter,  Membership,  Special Projects:    
CSA membership PO Box 511  Mystic CT 06355
Phone:  860-572-9285  Fax: 860-572-6091 
E-Mail:   info@ctsongwriters.com

General  Info:   www.ctsongs.com      E-mail: info@ctsongs.com

• PARTICIPATION  IN CSA MARKETING OUTLETS AND 
DISTRIBUTION :   Recordings by CSA members  may  be  made 
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or Internet Distribution 
channels.

 (This form not valid for membership renewals)

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com

COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES :  The LUNCH 
Program offers opportunities to be involved in the production and 
performance of benefit shows to address hunger and poverty in 
Connecticut. Contact Bill Pere,  860-572-9285  for details.


