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Connecticut

CSA is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to 
improving the art and craft of  original musical and lyrical composition.   

Serving music's artisans and craftsmen since 1979.
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Combining Arts, 
Education, and 

Community Outreach

Nov 10  -  CSA's Tom Callinan,  Kay Pere,  Bill Pere and the 

         LUNCH Ensemble present a Veterans Day Tribute Concert 

Nov  13 -  CSA Mtg,  Wesleyan University - The Complete Package

Dec  01 - LUNCH Holiday Concert, New :London

Dec  04   CSA Meeting with the incredible  MAD AGNES !

                 Do Not Miss This Opportunity !

Jan  15   How to Be Your Own Publisher and Maximize 

               your Music Income.

1979 - 2007 : 28 Years of Combining Arts, Education, and Community Outreach
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CSA EVENTS CALENDAR 
(for complete listing see  http://www.ctsongs.com) 

     
                    THE COMPLETE PACKAGE

7:15pm  Wesleyan 
University Campus , Middletown (right of Rt 66)
7:15pm   (Directions on page 2)  
This will be a special All-Critique Session 
encompassing "The Complete Package"  i.e both 
the song AND the Packaging/Presentation.   
    
Whether you present a song on CD or do it live, 
the overall perception /reception of the song is 
influenced by  how it is presented -- the  labeling, 
the lyric sheet,  the case,  fonts -- the overall 
professional look of the package.    At the  
national Independent Music Conference in 
Philadelphia each year, one of the most popular 
sessions is the DisCourse session, where all of 
these things are discussed as part of the critique.

Thus, for this meeting, bring a song you want to 
have critiqued, but also  present it in a package 
just as you would to  any industry professional -- 
i,e, a publisher, an artist, an agent, a radio DJ,  a 
booking agent, or a consumer.   If you have a 
presskit,  include that as well.  .Bring your works 
in progress with 20 copies of typed lyric sheet and 
get valuable constructive feedback. on the 
Complete Package.  Keep in mind that your lyric 
sheet is also part of your package.
    We'll also have some  general Q/A about any 
aspect of the craft and business of songwriting.    

================================

Songsmith
Connecticut

The COMPLETE PACKAGE
What  to Present and How to Present it  to 

Make the Best Impression

This program is free to members,  $5 to non-
members, applicable toward dues if you join within 
30 days.   Bring a friend !

===========================

NOVEMBER  PERFORMANCE EVENT

Saturday November 10 7pm at Union Baptist 
Church, Mystic ,  CSA's Tom Callinan,  Kay Pere, 
and Bill Pere, joined by the LUNCH Ensemble  
present  A Veterans' Day Tribute to honor the men 
and women who serve our country.

Tickets: $10 ($8 for CSA members).  Proceeds 
benefit social service programs through 
L.U.N.C.H. 

===========================

COMING January 15:  How to be Your Own 
Publisher and Maximize Income From Your Music

COMING December 4 - Glastonbury YMCA:  The 
Incredible  Musicianship of MAD AGNES !



CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

 

page 2

NOTE:  CSA Marketplace/Classified Ads, and Member Happenings  are now online 24/7 at the CSA 
website.  You  can go there any time  at www.ctsongs.com.     

If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't need, consider 
donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction !

CSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair 
market value.   We have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which  certainly can be 
useful to us either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs through LUNCH. 

We can use any office equipment and supplies, old computers,   any type of music and studio equipment,  
and any type of item that could be used for auction or raffle.   We'll provide a tax receipt that will give you 
the best possible tax-deduction. 

If you  have anything that you might like to donate, contact Bill Pere at  bill@billpere.com 

 

How to 
Get There!

Directions to Wesleyan University: 
The meeting room at Wesleyan is B2B,  South College near the Chapel in the core of the campus.  
-- From New Haven take I 91 north to Exit 18 which is Route 66 which becomes Washington St in Middletown.  
Go right onto High St. after Memorial Green.   The chapel and South College are on High St.  See Wesleyan 
Univ. sign at the corner of Washington and High St. 
--From the Merritt / Wilbur Cross Parkway (Route 15)  to Route 66 east to Middletown.
--From Hartford or from New London, take Route 9  to Exit 15 in Middletown. This is Route 66 which becomes 
Washington St.   High St  is a left just before the Green. 
--From Waterbury, take I 691 past Meriden. 691 becomes Route 66.  See above.
--For automated travel directions call 860-685-3390. 

Congratulations to Kay Pere, one of five artists named as 2007 
recipients of an Immie Award at the national Independent  
Music Conference in Philadelphia. The awards are given in 
recognition of Independent artist's accomplishments and 
contributions to the Indie Music scene.  Along with Kay,  other 
recipients were John Lilley, guitarist from the internationally 
known band "The Hooters";   Coole High, a hip-hop artist from 
Brooklyn, NY;  Robert Case, Music Publisher from Denver, CO;   
The Tokyo Tramps,  a Japan-turned-Nashville band.

Cited in Kay's award was her dedication to social activism 
through music, and her CD "Even Better Than Chocolate, 
recorded in Nashville with Grammy Award Winner Michael 
Hopkins. 

Kay is the third CSA artist to win an Immie Award.  In 2003, 
Bill Pere   was named Indie Artist of the Year,  and in 2004, 
Nancy Tucker was recognized as Indie Artist of the Year. 

CSA is proud sponsor of the  Independent Music Conferences,  
which  also take place in Dallas, L.A., and West Virginia,  
giving CSA members opportunities for  national networking , 
and exposure via our compilation CDs. 





2:  HUMOROUS/NOVELTY SONGS - If it doesn't fit anywhere else, this is 
probably the place.  We want songs  about off-beat topics, written with a twinkle in your eye an 
tongue-in-cheek.   Let;s bring some laughter into the world !

3:  PATRIOTIC/AMERICANA .  If you have patriotic songs,  9/11 songs,  historical 

ditties or American nostalgia, this is the place for them.  NO OVERTLY POLITICAL SONGS.

4:  HOLIDAY SONGS.  There is still space on the 2006 Holiday Song collection., so we 
are holding open and still accepting songs for a Fall 07 release.   Christmas, Hanukkah, New Years, 
Thanksgiving. (All songs previously submitted for this collection in 2006 are already accepted and do 
not need to be resubmitted. )

GUIDELINES:

•  At least one writer must be a current CSA member
•  All songs must be professionally produces, up to 'radio-ready' standards.
•  Songs for the  Love Song collection must be  well crafted and  provide a fresh approach to  some aspect of love and 
relationships.    It is recommended that songs be  critiqued  before submitting, however this is not required.    
Preference will be given to  songs which present a new and unusual perspective on love or  which have  a really great 
musical hook or melody. 
•  Songs for the Humorous/Novelty compilation must be appropriate for the theme of the collection.  Songs should 
feature unusual topics, tongue-in-cheek lyrics designed to bring a smile to the listener,  or to just present  a totally 
whimsical idea or story. 
•  Patriotic/Americana includes songs that reflect patriotism, commemorate 9/11 or any other historical event,  or 
present a look at  uniquely American nostalgia or a part of our culture.   Purely political songs are not appropriate for 
this collection. 
•  Holiday songs may reflect a Christmas, Hanukkah, New Years or Thanksgiving theme. 

 Please specify for which CD you are submitting. 
•  Any musical style is okay
•  Submission is  NOT a guarantee of acceptance.  Songs will be selected based on  :
      -- Appropriateness to the theme
      --  Song Crafting 
      --  Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready)
      --  Available space on the CD  (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,   
           those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will  be given greater consideration. 
•   Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).   
     Unsigned songs are preferred.    If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release
      from the publisher must be provided. 
•   Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA Compilation 
•   Submissions will not be returned. 
•    At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,  
      with royalties paid to the writers. 

TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:
•    A recording of the song on CD,  suitable for duplication (put your name and contact info on the CD)
•    A lyric sheet  (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet)
•    A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com)
•    A non-refundable one-time  $10  per song processing fee payable to CSA
     (there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not)

Send your recording, lyric sheet,  release form,  and $10 to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to  know if it acceptable for consideration before 
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session .

CALLING ALL WRITERSCALLING ALL WRITERS

1:  LOVE SONGS - but not just any  love songs.  We want well crafted songs with  a fresh
 approach to this often-overdone topic.   Think out-of-the-box.    

DEADLINE APPROACHING ! 
DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY !

DEADLINE APPROACHING ! 
DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY !

Get your songs in by October  31 to insure eligibility !
  (after  10/31, contact us for status)

LAST 

CALL

LAST CALL



CSA's 6th Day of Praise Performance Collaboration
The September 15 Day of Praise concert  was a great success, with 8 CSA artists and  many additional 
guests combining to perform songs from CSA compilation CDs, for a large, attentive,  and welcoming  
audience. The event raised $500 for CSA's Community Outreach through L.U.N.C.H.   Thanks to Gale 
Gardiner, Peg D'amato, and Bill Pere for organizing and coordinating the event.  we hope to have 
another  Day of Praise event in 2008.  



THE COMPLETE PACKAGE

When sending out a package to a publisher,  radio DJ,  artist, 
booking agent,  reviewer,   or any other music professional or 

potential consumer,  have you thought about:

What kind of paper to use?
What kind of folder ?

What kind of CD label ?
What kind of CD Case ?

Is one color better than another ?
Plain font or distinctive ?

Paper press kit or electronic ?
Should I use Sonic Bids ?

Does it matter where my contact information is located ?
How should I lay out my lyric sheet ?

How should I address correspondence ?
Should I include a photo ?

What information should I include or omit ?
Should I use a  pseudonym ?

Is it an advantage to belong to a PRO ?

What else can make me be taken more seriously ?

THE COMPLETE PACKAGE





An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music

 SONG CRITIQUES  Members may bring a song or lyric on cassette to  the  
monthly  meeting  for  critiquing  by fellow members.  Please bring 30 copies 
of typed lyric sheet.  Out-of-State  members may have their songs or lyrics  
critiqued by sending one  submission  with  30  typed  copies  of  lyrics  to: 
CSA,  PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.  Include a  stamped return  envelope.   
Comments  by the group will be summarized in writing and sent back to the 
writer. 
  Please note that since critiquing is designed to give constructive feedback 
and suggestions for improvement,  songs which are  meant only to be shared  
for self expression (as opposed to critiqued for improvement) should not be 
submitted.  These can be presented in song-sharing opportunities. 

FREE  ACCESS to  CT SONGS CAFE -- The CSA online  area  for posting 
notices, getting your electronic newsletter, and other features. 

Connecticut Songwriters Association
PO Box 511., Mystic, CT 06355

Serving Music's Artisans
and Craftsmen Since 1979

Mail to: 
CSA Membership
PO Box 511   
Mystic CT 06355

Enclosed is my check or money order  to CSA for $ ___________.    

Credit Card Number  :    __ Visa        __  Mastercard Expiration 

Name on Credit Card: _____________________________________

NAME            __________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:      __________________________________________________________________

                        __________________________________________________________________

E_MAIL  (required for newsletter )       ___________________________________________

TODAY'S DATE:___________________             BIRTH DATE_________________________ 
 
PHONE:  (________)_____________________      OCCUPATION: _______________________    
      
CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE  __Songwriter  __Lyricist     __Vocalist  
     __Composer   __Musician    __Patron         Other:___________________

E-Mail:  info@ctsongs.com

MasterCard

MasterCardVISA

 Membership Categories 
(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories)

(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter 
Subscription. For a paper  copy by mail,  add $7 per year)

1 year New Membership $40 
2 year New Membership $70  (save $10)      
3 year New Membership $99  (save $21)
Full Time Student  (under 18)   $30/yr 
Senior Citizen $30/yr          
Lifetime $400 one time total 
e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr.  12 issues)

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly  e-newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free admission to  monthly meetings and critique 
sessions, participation in  the Song Share Sessions,  Song Screening Services, eligibility for  inclusion on Cassette albums, free  classified ads in the 
Newsletter, and discounts on  goods and services.   

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR  NEW MEMBERS

• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get well-crafted songs  
targeted to their  best potential market.  Songs are screened 
periodically  at meetings  or  by  mail.  Selected songs are eligible for 
inclusion on compilation CD's which may be given to industry pros. 
and used as a promotion  vehicle by the writers  Songs submitted for 
screening must have been presented at a prior critique session. 
(exceptions on a case-by-case basis) 

• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES  AND  NETWORKING 
CSA provides opportunities to meet collaborators, industry pros, and 
providers of various music services.  Come to CSA events!

Questions about CSA Programs?  Need To check your 
Membership status? Have  a news item to submit?  Want to 
volunteer for a project?  Seeking a collaborator?  Change of 
Address? It's easy to contact CSA.

 Change of Address,   Newsletter,  Membership,  Special Projects:    
CSA membership PO Box 511  Mystic CT 06355
E-Mail:   info@ctsongwriters.com

General  Info:   www.ctsongs.com      E-mail: info@ctsongs.com

• PARTICIPATION  IN CSA RETAIL OUTLETS AND 
DISTRIBUTION :   Recordings by CSA members  may be  made 
available to retail outlets  or through  on-line sales  vehicles. 

 (This form not valid for membership renewals)

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com

COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES :  The LUNCH 
Program offers opportunities to be involved in the production and 
performance of benefit shows to address hunger and poverty in 
Connecticut. Contact Bill Pere,  bill@billpere.com  for details.

www.ctsongs.comwww.ctsongs.com

PERFORMING OPPORTUNITIES :   CSA often has showcase, 
concert, and songshare events with preference for performance slots 
given to CSA members. 


