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Connecticut

CSA is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to 
improving the art and craft of  original musical and lyrical composition.   

Serving music's artisans and craftsmen since 1979.
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Combining Arts, 
Education, and 

Community Outreach

Jun 17 -    CSA  Summer Showcase/Picnic

Jul 10 -     CSA Meeting "Your Creative Compass" - Middletown

Aug 26   - CSA Summer Showcase/Picnic

Sep 1 --     IMC Philadelphia

Sep 15 -  CSA Performance Collaboration and Day of Praise 

               Concert  at  St James Episcopal Church, West Hartford

Oct  -     CSA  Workshop

Nov 10   Veterans Day Tribute Concert

Dec  01 - LUNCH Holiday Show

Dec   -   CSA Holiday Songshare/Potluck

1979 - 2007 : 28 Years of Combining Arts, Education, and Community Outreach
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CSA EVENTS CALENDAR 
(for complete listing see  http://www.ctsongs.com) 

     The CSA meeting for  July will be held on 
Tuesday, July 10,  7:15 pm at Wesleyan University,   
Middletown  (directions on page 2) 

     All the knowledge in the world about 
songwriting and the music business is useless 
without one essential ingredient -- creative 
inspiration!   We all experience those creative 
droughts when it seems  like the well of inspiration 
and new ideas has run dry.   How can you  
proactively overcome the obstacles that  block the 
creative flow ?  How can you  manage your 
creative energy so that it renews itself ?   
     This presentation will  look at the creative 
process as a cycle,  and present tips and strategies 
for managing it.  (visit  www.kaypere.com)
    Kay Pere, accomplished singer-songwriter and 
multi-media artist has presented at many national 
conferences.  She will  present  the concept of 
sustainable creativity -- how to  keep the flow from 
running dry.   This is an essential topic for all 
writers and artists.     

Following the presentation, there will be a song 
critique session. Bring a song on CD or do it live, 
with 20 copies of typed lyric sheets.   This meeting 
is FREE to members ($5 to non-members)

Songsmith
Connecticut

CSA CRITIQUE SESSIONS: At regular 
monthly meetings, following the presentation, 
as time permits,  there will be a song critique 
session. To participate,  bring a song on cassette 
or CD, or do it live, with 20 copies of typed lyric 
sheets, and receive constructive feedback.  
Critique sessions are  a good forum for works in 
progress or rough demos.    For best feedback, 
note on your lyric sheets the intended genre 
and audience for your song, and what your 
goals are (i.e. picked up by a commercial artist, 
self-produce, etc..  Do NOT state what the song 
is "about").   For non-members,  $5  of your 
registration fee is  applicable toward 
membership if you join within 30 days.   
Members are encouraged to bring a friend who 
might be interested in what CSA offers. .    

Tuesday July 10 7:15 
PM

Wesleyan University

Your Creative Compass: Navigating 
Your Way to Sustainable Creativity

INSIDE:  Photos of the hugely successful  event 
at the Shubert Theater with  the original Chapin 
Band, joined by CSA and the LUNCH Ensemble. 

COMING:  Sunday June 17  and  Sunday August 
26:  -- CSA Showcase/Picnic at J.B.Williams Park, 
Glastonbury

Also in June:  The CSA Summer Showcase/Picnic - June 17, 1-6pm J.B.Williams Park, Glastonbury



CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

 

How to 
Get There!DIRECTIONS TO MEETING LOCATIONS

page 2

 CSA  COMPILATIONS FOR 2007  --   The CSA CD "Along the Road"  is now released as the  15th  addition to 
our ever growing library.   Our  compilations have received airplay and made available  online and at national 
conference events.   
     For this coming year , CSA will be accepting songs for FOUR themed compilations.
1 -- LOVE SONGS -- Yes love songs, but not just any  love songs.  We want well crafted songs with  a fresh 
approach to this often-overdone topic.   Think out-of-the-box.   
2 -- HUMOROUS/NOVELTY SONGS.   If it doesn't fit anywhere else, this is probably the place.  We want songs  
about off-beat topics, written with a twinkle in your eye and tongue-in-cheek.   Let;s bring some laughter into 
the world !
3 -- PATRIOTIC/AMERICANA .  If you have patriotic songs,  9/11 songs,  historical ditties or American 
nostalgia, this is the place for them.  NO OVERTLY POLITICAL SONGS.
4 -- HOLIDAY SONGS.  There is still space on the 2006 Holiday Song collection., so we are holding open and 
still accepting songs for a Fall 07 release.   Christmas, Hanukkah, New Years, Thanksgiving. (All songs 
previously submitted for this collection in 2006 are already accepted and do not need to be resubmitted. )
    
Songs from the compilations will be available for worldwide digital download with royalties being paid to the 
writers.   Get in and ride the  digital  distribution wave . GET YOUR SONGS IN BY OCTOBER 31 2007.   After 
Oct 31,  inquire info@ctsongs.com for status. 

NOTE:  CSA Marketplace/Classified Ads, and Member Happenings  are now online 24/7 at the CSA 
website.  You  can go there any time  at www.ctsongs.com.     

If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't need, consider 
donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction !

CSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair 
market value.   We have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which  certainly can be 
useful to us either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs through LUNCH. 

We can use any office equipment and supplies, old computers,   any type of music and studio equipment,  
and any type of item that could be used for auction or raffle.   We'll provide a tax receipt that will give you 
the best possible tax-deduction. 

If you  have anything that you might like to donate, contact Bill Pere at  bill@billpere.com 

Directions to Wesleyan University: 
The meeting room at Wesleyan is B2B,  South College near the Chapel in the core of the campus.  
-- From New Haven take I 91 north to Exit 18 which is Route 66 which becomes Washington St in Middletown.  
Go right onto High St. after Memorial Green.   The chapel and South College are on High St.  See Wesleyan 
Univ. sign at the corner of Washington and High St. 
--From the Merritt / Wilbur Cross Parkway (Route 15)  to Route 66 east to Middletown.
--From Hartford or from New London, take Route 9  to Exit 15 in Middletown. This is Route 66 which becomes 
Washington St.   High St  is a left just before the Green. 
--From Waterbury, take I 691 past Meriden. 691 becomes Route 66.  See above.
--For automated travel directions call 860-685-3390. 

 Thanks to Don Langella of Trod Nossel Studios for his excellent presentation on getting the most from going 
into the studio, at the June meeting in Glastonbury. 

 Thanks to CSA's Kyler Henningsen and Wildwood Studios for  volunteering to do the photography and 
videography for the June 1 benefit concert at the Shubert Theater in New Haven.    We greatly appreciate  CSA 
members who are willing to lend their talents in many different ways, and to get involved in CSA community 
outreach. 



  Sunday,  June 17  from  1pm  to  6pm  at J.B. Williams Memorial 
Park, on Neipsic Rd, Glastonbury.  RAIN OR SHINE ! CSA returns 
to this gorgeous facility for our popular annual event. There is a 
large covered pavilion with electricity, picnic tables, grills, 
volleyball, playground, hiking trails, pond, and convenient parking.  
We will host an all-day showcase, from 1pm to 6pm with  sound 
systems provided.   CSA members and friends may reserve up to 
a 1/2 hour slot to showcase original songs.  Don Donegan is 
booking the slots on a first call basis.  If you'd like to perform, 
call Don at 860-659-8992 or e-mail at DDCSA@aol.com. 

Please bring your own food for the grill, a non-alcoholic beverage,  
a dish to share and some picnic items like plates, cups, and 
napkins.   The event if free , so bring family and friends.

Hot Fun in the Summertime Hot Fun in the Summertime
Directions:

From New London/Norwich : Take Rt 12 west to Exit 8 in 
Glastonbury. Go right, and right again onto Hebron Ave. Go 2 
miles and turn right onto Wickham Rd. Go to end of Wickham 
and turn left on Neipsic.  The park is one block on the left. 
>>> From New Haven:    Take I-91 North to Exit 25, 
Glastonbury. Cross CT River on Rt 3 and bear right on Rt 2 
towards Norwich.  Take Exit 9 off Rt 2 and go left on Neipsic 
Rd under Rt 2.  Go 3/4 mile to park on the left.  From  
Hartford:   Take I-91 South to Exit 25 (Glastonbury) and 
proceed as above.   From I-84 East or West:  Take Rt 2 
to Glastonbury to Exit 9 (Neipsic Rd) and proceed as above.

Special
Event

COME RELAX, SCHMOOZE,  SHARE A SONG, AND ENJOY THE COMPANY OF CREATIVE PEOPLE
EACH YEAR DOZENS OF SONGWRITERS AND FRIENDS COME AND GO  THROUGHOUT THE DAY.

RAIN OR SHINE !

Previous editions of  this event have received good press coverage with performers photos appearing in the newspaper

RAIN OR SHINE

It's a Picnic, so please bring food for yourself and stuff to share, 
including paper goods, napkins, utensils, etc. 

THE 2007 CSA SUMMER SHOWCASE/PICNICTHE 2007 CSA SUMMER SHOWCASE/PICNIC

PERFORMANCE AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITY !PERFORMANCE AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITY !

# 1

FOR PHOTOS OF PRIOR SHOWCASES, visit the Photo Albums 
at the CSA Website (www.ctsongs.com)

CSA BOOK REVIEW
How to Get Somewhere in the Music Business From Nowhere with Nothing
by  Mary Dawson, President CQK Music Group, Dallas
237 pages,  Paperback.  Published by CQK Books  

Mary Dawson's book "How to Get Somewhere in the Musc Business From NowhereWith Nothing" is an 
essential addition to every songwriter's bookshelf. This workprovides a comprehensive, easy-to-read collection 
of all the essential "what's" needed toreach the place which you define as "somewhere" in the music business. 
The musicbusiness is a patchwork of what's and how's -- i.e., what you need to do and how you doit. It's easy 
for artists to get so entangled in the how's that many of the what's are oftenoverlooked. Ms. Dawson's book is a 
useful and reasonably complete panorama of thewhat's, wisely avoiding going into great detail about all the 
how's (except for the mainpremise of "How to Get Somewhere..."), as to do so for each area discussed could 
requirea separate book unto itself. However, Ms. Dawson does not leave the reader hanging as tohow to find 
the necessary followup information. Each of the topics presented containssources to go to for additional 
information and details as needed. This keeps the bookcompact, making it easy to locate topics. Each section 
has a "Rewind" summary at theend.. The primary elements of music business success i.e. the craft of 
songwriting, theknowledge of business essentials, knowing your strengths, and the strategies and etiquetteof 
promotion are all covered in a direct, to-the-point style, with no extra fluff for a busyreader to have to wade 
through. This work is clearly a worthwhile companion to the

Bill Pere, President , CT Songwriters Association
Author, Songcrafters Coloring Book



CSA PHOTO ESSAY - New Haven's Tribute to Harry Chapin
Shubert Theater, June 1, 2007

A benefit show produced by Bill Pere
Photos by Kyler Henningsen and Frank Silvia

Above Left:  Bill Pere and Kay Pere  at 
the Shubert Theater .  

Above Right:  The LUNCH Ensemble at 
the Shubert Theater

Right:  The Steve
Chapin Band (Steve Chapin, Big John 
Wallace, Howard Fields, Jonathan 
Chapin and Clark Wallace)  with CSA's 
Scott Sivakoff, Larry Batter, Bill Pere, 
and Kay Pere. 

More Photos:  visit 
www.lunchensemble.com



Platinum Recording Artist and past CSA Speaker  Steve Chapin with the LUNCH Ensemble

The Steve Chapin Band with CSA Artists and the LUNCH Ensemble



SONGS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR 
THE NEXT CSA COMPILATIONS

SONGS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR 
THE NEXT CSA COMPILATIONS

2:  HUMOROUS/NOVELTY SONGS - If it doesn't fit anywhere else, this is 
probably the place.  We want songs  about off-beat topics, written with a twinkle in your eye an 
tongue-in-cheek.   Let;s bring some laughter into the world !

3:  PATRIOTIC/AMERICANA .  If you have patriotic songs,  9/11 songs,  historical 

ditties or American nostalgia, this is the place for them.  NO OVERTLY POLITICAL SONGS.

4:  HOLIDAY SONGS.  There is still space on the 2006 Holiday Song collection., so we 
are holding open and still accepting songs for a Fall 07 release.   Christmas, Hanukkah, New Years, 
Thanksgiving. (All songs previously submitted for this collection in 2006 are already accepted and do 
not need to be resubmitted. )

GUIDELINES:

•  At least one writer must be a current CSA member
•  All songs must be professionally produces, up to 'radio-ready' standards.
•  Songs for the  Love Song collection must be  well crafted and  provide a fresh approach to  some aspect of love and 
relationships.    It is recommended that songs be  critiqued  before submitting, however this is not required.    
Preference will be given to  songs which present a new and unusual perspective on love or  which have  a really great 
musical hook or melody. 
•  Songs for the Humorous/Novelty compilation must be appropriate for the theme of the collection.  Songs should 
feature unusual topics, tongue-in-cheek lyrics designed to bring a smile to the listener,  or to just present  a totally 
whimsical idea or story. 
•  Patriotic/Americana includes songs that reflect patriotism, commemorate 9/11 or any other historical event,  or 
present a look at  uniquely American nostalgia or a part of our culture.   Purely political songs are not appropriate for 
this collection. 
•  Holiday songs may reflect a Christmas, Hanukkah, New Years or Thanksgiving theme. 

 Please specify for which CD you are submitting. 
•  Any musical style is okay
•  Submission is  NOT a guarantee of acceptance.  Songs will be selected based on  :
      -- Appropriateness to the theme
      --  Song Crafting 
      --  Production Quality (must be professionally recorded and radio-ready)
      --  Available space on the CD  (if there are more acceptable submissions than can fit on the CD,   
           those submitted earlier and those of shorter length will  be given greater consideration. 
•   Songs must not violate the terms of any third-party agreement (e.g. with a publisher).   
     Unsigned songs are preferred.    If a song is under contract to a publisher, a signed release
      from the publisher must be provided. 
•   Songs may not have been included on any previous CSA Compilation 
•   Submissions will not be returned. 
•    At CSA discretion, songs from the compilations may be made available for digital downloads,  
      with royalties paid to the writers. 

TO SUBMIT, PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:
•    A recording of the song on CD,  suitable for duplication (put your name and contact info on the CD)
•    A lyric sheet  (put your name and contact info on the lyric sheet)
•    A signed release form, printed out from the CSA web site (www.ctsongs.com)
•    A non-refundable one-time  $10  per song processing fee payable to CSA
     (there are no additional costs, whether a song is accepted for inclusion or not)

Send your recording, lyric sheet,  release form,  and $10 to CSA, PO Box 511, Mystic CT 06355.
IF YOU HAVE A SONG which is not yet fully produced and you want to  know if it acceptable for consideration before 
doing the production, you may bring it to a CSA critique session .

CALLING ALL WRITERSCALLING ALL WRITERS
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                               The next CSA compilations will be  
1:  LOVE SONGS - but not just any  love songs.  We want well crafted songs with  a fresh 
approach to this often-overdone topic.   Think out-of-the-box.    



Connecticut 
Songwriters 
Association

Local 
United
Network to
Combat 
Hunger

SATURDAY SEPT 15, 2007
St. James Episcopal Church, West Hartford

A DAY OF PRAISE 

Spiritual and Inspirational Music to Benefit  Local Social Services  
(see www.lunchensemble.com)

All registrants may have a spot on the merchandise table to  display and 
sell CD's.  It is requested that $1 of each item sold be donated to LUNCH 

On Behalf of the 100,000 hungry children 
in Connecticut, Thanks for Caring

26 YEARS of 
Using the Power 

of Popular 
Music to 
Produce 

Positive Social 
Action

and

(www.lunchensemble.com)

(www.ctsongs.com)

CSA PERFORMANCE COLLABORATION AND RELEASE 
CONCERT FOR "Along The Road"


