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CSA is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to 
improving the art and craft of  original musical and lyrical composition.   
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Combining Arts, 
Education, and 

Community Outreach

Nov 6          -  Day of Praise Song Share and Concert, Wethersfield. 
Nov  9         -  Marci Geller, Wesleyan University   
                         Life as an Indie Artist  
Nov 26         -  CSA Songshare - Muddy Waters Cafe, New London   
Dec 11         -   Mystic - The LUNCH Holiday Show
Dec 1 4         -  CSA Holiday Showcase, , East Hartford
Jan  11         -   CSA  Monthly meeting
Feb  08        -   CSA  Monthly meeting
Mar 08        -   CSA  Monthly meeting

                           2005 Schedule to be posted Soon !

1979 - 2004 :25 Years of Combining Arts, Education, and Community Outreach
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November  9  --  From New York -- MARCI GELLER !
November  6  --  CSA Day of Praise II, Wethersfield

CSA EVENT CALENDAR 
(for complete listing see  http://www.ctsongwriters.com) 

.Following the program there will be a critique 
session. To participate,  bring a song on cassette or 
CD, or do it live, with 30 copies of typed lyric 
sheets, and receive constructive feedback.  Critique 
sessions are  a good forum for works in progress or 
rough demos.    For best feedback, note on your 
lyric sheets the intended genre and audience for 
your song, and what your goals are (i.e. picked up 
by a commercial artist, self-produce, etc.).   The 
programs at regular CSA monthly  meetings are   
free to members, $5 to non-members,  applicable 
toward membership if you join within 30 days.   
Members are encouraged to bring a friend who 
might be interested in what CSA offers. .    

     The CSA meeting for  November will be held 
on Tuesday, November 9 at Wesleyan  University    
(directions on page 2)     
     From New York, CSA is pleased to bring you  
one  of  today's successful Indie singer-
songwriters,  Marci Geller.   Marci will  present a 
discussion of the realities  of life as an Indie Artist, 
and the ups and downs on the path to success and 
how she got her music onto several major TV 
shows.  
    Marci has performed internationally and has 
performed on national TV on "Live with Regis". 
Her music can be heard on many  TV shows 
including:  Driven (Jessica Simpson,VH1);   The 
Food Network,  ABC Family, and  Biography, 
Christina Onnassis (A & E).  Marci was also at the 
CSA Songwriting Conference last  April  and was 
a hit with the folks there.  We're glad to have her 
back.  For full background on Marci and all her 
accomplishments,    visit her website at 
www.marcigeller.com.

 ALSO COMING UP --November 6 --  CSA Day of 
Praise II -  As part of CSA's genre-specific 
programs,  this event will have a workshop , 
supper, and concert focusing on  original  songs 
of a spiritual or inspirational nature.     The event 
will be held beginning at 1pm (workshop) or 7pm 
(concert)  at Griswoldville Chapel, Wethersfield.  
For details, see the flyer in this issue and visit the 
CSA website. 
    The key to success in music and songwriting is 
taking advantage of opportunities when they 
arise.     We hope to see you there, and please 
bring a friend.  

Coming November 12  to Mystic River Folk:   
 A great evening of music, with CSA's Jack 
Kavanaugh and his band, Second Circle, with   
opening  set by CSA's Vicki Baker, with Tim St. Jean.   
Come help support CSA performance events. 

SEE YOU THERE, and BRING A FRIEND !

THANKS to all the CSA members and friends who 
made the Jack Hardy Workshop and Concert a 

great success.   Photos are  included in the 
electronic edition of this issue. 

 

Coming  November 26:  CSA Songshare at 
Muddy Water Cafe, New London - Details inside. 



CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS

 

How to 
Get There!

DIRECTIONS TO MEETING LOCATIONS

page 2

HAVE YOUR SONGS PLAYED ON INERNET RADIO !   --  While at the Boston NEMO Convention CSA 
President Bill Pere met the folks from Evolving Artist , a group who promotes artists through  internet radio and video 
streaming.  They agreed to accept CSA CD's for  airplay consideration.    All you have to do is send them a copy of your 
CD along with the release form allowing them to play it.  Go to their website at  www.evolvngartist.com to get the release 
form and other details.  Please  ote on your package that you are a CSA member.   Internet Radio is a fast growing 
medium.  



And Even More CSA RHYTHM AND NEWS
NOTE:  CSA Marketplace/Classified Ads are now online 24/7 at the CSA website.  You  can go there any time  at www.ctsongs.com.     

Did you know that at any given time, there are 33,000 homeless people in Connecticut  and 40% of them are children?  In our state,  more than 16,000 
people are turned away from homeless shelters every year.  There are 100,000 children under the age of 12 in Connecticut who do not have enough food 
to eat.    Your support of these events makes a difference in the lives of others !  Please post this schedule by your calendar. 

ic River Folk Concerts
 All shows at Union Baptist Church, corner of Route 1 and High Street, Mystic. (just up the hill from Mystic Pizza).  All proceeds 
benefit social service agencies in Connecticut through LUNCH.  Snacks and beverages available 

CSA brings you a great series of National and Regional acts

. =============================================================
Friday, Nov  12 - 7:30pm. Tickets $10. For more info contact <kay@kaypere.com>. Proceeds to benefit social services through LUNCH .  
Featuring the uplifting music of Second Circle, with  CSA's Jack Kavanaugh, with
opening songs from CSA's Vicki Baker,  with Tim St Jean. 
=============================================================
Saturday, December 11 -- The 8th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show .Featuring Bill Pere , Kay Pere Scott Sivakoff, and the LUNCH 
Ensemble  with songs of the season, new original songs, and an original stage play. . This year's show is "The Gift of the Madguy" .Show 
starts at 7pm with live pre-show music beginning at 6:15. Tickets in advance: $8 (adults) $6 (kids under 12); At the door: $10 (adults) , $8 
(kids under 12)  $8 (CSA members). Proceeds benefit social service agencies and provide holiday food baskets for those in need. . Come 
support this important community outreach effort.. Tickets and Info: 860-572-9285 or e-mail bill@billpere.com

NOW BOOKING FOR 2005 -- SUBMIT YOUR PRESS KIT NOW TO BE CONSIDERED 
FOR A SPOT.  SEND TO: Mystic River Folk, PO Box 145, Mystic CT 06355

HOT FUN IN THE WINTERTIME !The Annual CSA Winter Holiday Showcase !Special
Event

Tuesday December 14 at East Hartford Community Center.  CSA 
presents  our popular annual Showcase and Potluck  event. 
Come bring a potluck dish to share  and a holiday song (original 
or traditional)  to perform at the showcase, showcase, from 
7:15pm to 10pm with sound systems provided.   CSA members 
and friends may reserve a  slot to showcase 1-2 songs.  Don 
Donegan is booking the slots on a first call basis.  If you'd like to 
perform, call Don at 860-659-8992 or e-mail at 
DDCSA@aol.com. 

Please bring your dish to share, a non-alcoholic beverage,  and 
some serving  items like plates, cups, utensils and napkins.   The 
event if free  so bring family and friends.

Directions to the East Hartford Community Center:   
From I-84 :  Take Exit 56 (Governors St.)  At the first traffic 
light go left on Prospect St.  At the second stop sign go right on 
Richard St. to the end.  Community Center and parking  are on 
the left.  Extra parking  in the lot on the right. 
 
From I-91 : heading north, take Exit 25 towards Glastonbury. 
Cross the CT River on Route 3 and bear left to Route 2 towards 
East Hartford.  Take the East Hartford Exit off Route 2 which will 
put you on Governors St.  Follow above directions.    

In December,   CSA elects new officers and directors  for the coming year.   Te slate of candidates is nominated by a 
committee appointed by the Board of Directors.   For 2005, the slate of officers and directors is as follows:    President:  Bill 
Pere;  Secretary:  Pat Reynolds;   Treasurer:  Kay Pere;   Directors:   Don Donegan,  Roy O'Neil,  Peg D'Amato,   Becca 
Anderson.   We thank Paul Chapin and John Gregory who will be stepping down  at the end of this year, for their service to 
CSA.     Anyone not on the slate and wishing to  be nominated may do so by submitting a petition signed by at least 10 
active CSA members by November 31 to  CSA, POBox 511, Mystic CT 06355.  Anyone who would like to  be involved in 
helping with CSA is greatly  appreciated.  



Friday, November  12, 7:30 PM

An Evening of Family 
Folk/Bluegrass Music with  

two great acts

Jack Kavanaugh
With second Circle

and opening songs from 

Vicki Baker & Tim St. Jean
ALSO: A Sneak Preview of the great 

hand-made craft items from the annual 
Union Baptist Church Craft Fair



WOULD YOU LIKE TO PERFORM AT HIS EVENT ? 
Do you know a friend who might like to perform ? Do NOT delay -- 

Contact us NOW !

Connecticut 
Songwriters 
Association

Local 
United
Network to
Combat 
Hunger

SATURDAY November 6 
Griswoldville Chapel,  Wethersfield CT

A DAY OF PRAISE II
An encore program of Spiritual and Inspirational Music

All registrants may have a spot on the merchandise table to  display and 
sell CD's.  It is requested that $1 of each item sold be donated to CSA 

A CSA 25th Anniversary Event

(directions on  page 2)





An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music

 SONG CRITIQUES  Members may bring a song or lyric on cassette to  the  
monthly  meeting  for  critiquing  by fellow members.  Please bring 30-40 
copies of typed lyric sheet.  Out-of-State  members may have their songs or 
lyrics  critiqued by sending one  submission  with  40  typed  copies  of  lyrics  
to: CSA, 51 Hillcrest Ave, Watertown, CT 06795.  Include a double stamped 
return  envelope.   Members are encouraged to write their comments on the
sheets which can provide valuable feedback to the writer(s). Comments  by 
the group will be recorded at the end of  your song (do not remove the record-
protect tabs from  the cassette).  Please note that since critiquing is designed to 
give constructive feedback and suggestions for improvement,  songs which 
are  meant only to be shared  for self expression (as opposed to critiqued for 
improvement) should not be submitted.  These can be presented in song-
sharing opportunities. 
FREE  ACCESS to  CT SONGS CAFE -- The CSA online  area  for posting 
notices, getting your electronic newsletter, and other features. 

Connecticut Songwriters Association
PO Box 511., Mystic, CT 06355

Serving Music's Artisans
and Craftsmen Since 1979

Mail to: 
CSA Membership
PO Box 511   
Mystic CT 06355

Enclosed is my check or money order  to CSA for $ ___________.    

Credit Card Number  :    __ Visa        __  Mastercard Expiration 

Name on Credit Card: _____________________________________

NAME            __________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:      __________________________________________________________________

                        __________________________________________________________________

E_MAIL  (required for newsletter )       ___________________________________________

TODAY'S DATE:___________________             BIRTH DATE_________________________ 
 
PHONE:  (________)_____________________      OCCUPATION: _______________________    
      
CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE  __Songwriter  __Lyricist     __Vocalist  
     __Composer   __Musician    __Patron         Other:___________________

E-Mail:  info@ctsongs.com

MasterCard

MasterCardVISA

 Membership Categories 
(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories)

(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter 
Subscription. For a paper  copy by mail,  add $7 per year)

1 year New Membership $40 
2 year New Membership $70  (save $10)      
3 year New Membership $99  (save $21)
Full Time Student   $30/yr 
Senior Citizen $30/yr          
Lifetime $400 one time total 
e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr.  12 issues)

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly  newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free admission to  monthly meetings and critique sessions, 
participation in  the Song Share Sessions,  Song Screening Services, eligibility for  inclusion on Cassette albums, free  classified ads in the Newsletter, 
and discounts on  goods and services.   

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR  NEW MEMBERS

• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get well-crafted songs  
targeted to their  best potential market.  Songs are screened at meetings 
2-3 times a year, or  by  mail.  Selected songs are eligible for inclusion 
on compilaion CD's which are often given to industry pros.  Songs 
submitted for screening must have been presented at a prior critique 
session. (exceptions on a case-by-case basis) 

• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES  AND  NETWORKING 
CSA provides opportunities to meet collaborators, industry pros, and 
providers of various music services.  Come to CSA events!

Questions about CSA Programs?  Need To check your 
Membership status? Have  a news item to submit?  Want to 
volunteer for a project?  Seeking a collaborator?  Change of 
Address? It's easy to contact CSA.

 Change of Address,   Newsletter,  Membership,  Special Projects:    
CSA membership PO Box 511  Mystic CT 06355
E-Mail:   info@ctsongwriters.com

General  Info:   www.ctsongs.com      E-mail: info@ctsongs.com

• PARTICIPATION  IN CSA RETAIL OUTLETS AND 
DISTRIBUTION :   Recordings by CSA members  may be  made 
available to retail outlets  like The Connecticut Store and Borders 
Books.  

 (This form not valid for membership renewals)

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com

COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES :  The LUNCH 
Program offers opportunities to be involved in the production and 
performance of benefit shows to address hunger and poverty in 
Connecticut. Contact Bill Pere,  bill@billpere.com  for details.

www.ctsongs.comwww.ctsongs.com

PERFORMING OPPORTUNITIES :   CSA often has showcase, 
concert, and songshare events with preference for performance slots 
given to CSA members. 



E_NEWSLETTER EXTRA:  
Photos from Jack Hardy Workshop and Concert


