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CSA SPRING PRO WORKSHOP
TUESDAY MAY 26, 7:15pm!
Mystic Morgan House, 121 High St, Mystic CT
The May CSA meeting will be a Pro Workshop
with industry veteran Norman Dolph. Norman
is a songwriter and producer of Andy Worhol's
Banana Album. He has served on the Board of
the Songwriters Guild of America, and is well
connected throughout all tiers of the music
industry.
Norman will be speaking on the topic of how to
use Music X-ray to get your songs heard by the
people who make decisions. Music X-ray is a
relatively new tool available to songwriters, and
Norman has written a book called "Music X-Ray:
Pitch Your Songs Directly to Industry Pros"
Norman will also be listening to your songs
during the critique session. This is an
exceptional opportunity to learn form a wellconnected, seasoned professional.
This program is $10 for members, $15 for nonmembers.

GET INVOLVED !
Success comes from opportunity. Opportunity
comes from involvement. Get involved!

CRITIQUE SESSIONS
Following regular CSA programs, as time
permits, there will be a critique session. To
participate in the critique session, members may
bring a song on CD (or do it live), with 15 copies
of typed lyric sheets, and receive constructive
feedback. Critique sessions are a good forum for
works in progress or rough demos. For best
feedback, note on your lyric sheets the intended
genre and audience for your song, and what
your goals are (i.e. picked up by a commercial
artist, self-produce, etc.). The programs at most
CSA monthly meetings, except for special
workshops, are free to members, $10 to nonmembers, applicable toward membership if you
join within 30 days. Members are encouraged to
bring a friend who might be interested in what
CSA offers.
EVENT CALENDAR
(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com)
May 26 – PRO WORKSHOP. Mystic
Jun 9 - CSA meeting, Midletown
July- Picnic/Jam performance opportunity
Sept-Nov: Fall meetings
Dec 05 – 19th Annual LUNCH Holiday Show
PLAN AHEAD FOR 2016!
Every CSA retreat has been an amazing
weekend, again eliciting descriptions of "LifeChanging" and "Inspiring". April 8-10 2016
WWW.CTSONGS.COM

GIVE YOUR SONGWRITING A JUMPSTART AND GET ON THE FAST-TRACK!
Guiding Artists Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation

CSA Meeting for MAY 26 PRO WORKSHOP: Directions to the Morgan House, 121
High St, Mystic: I-95 going North, Exit 89, turn right on to Allyn St. I-95 going South,
Exit 89, turn left onto Allyn St. Go to the intersection of Rt 1 (2nd light), turn Left,
heading toward downtown Mystic. You'll quickly come to a 5-way intersection. On
your left is Union Baptist Church. Take a left and enter the church parking lot. The
Morgan House is the large white house on your right. Enter from the wooden
walkway near the playground around back.
COMING JUNE 9: CSA MEETING at the Buttonwood Tree, Middletown, CT
CSA's community outreach through music, LUNCH, is now registered with the Amazon Smile program.
When you enter Amazon through the link below, a portion of your purchase is automatically donated to
LUNCH. It's exactly the same Amazon that you currently know, but you enter it through this special
link. Bookmark it, and you're all set to support our community outreach efforts through music. YOU
can make a difference – please help!
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1530307

CSA MEMBER HAPPENINGS – COLLABORATION WORKS !
Tom Hazuka and Les Julian (contributing songwriter/performer on a Grammy-winning CD) have written a
song called “Grace’s Owl,” an homage to Grace McDonnell and the other Newtown shooting victims. The song
was inspired by Grace’s beautiful drawing of an owl, and by her parents’ gift of it to President Obama when he
went to Newtown to show support in the tragedy’s aftermath.
The people who worked creating and recording “Grace’s Owl” donated their time and expertise. Heartfelt
thanks to Randy Plude for his work on keyboards. Bill Pere assembled some of his Voices For Hope winners
from the LUNCH program, Mekenzie Joseph, Jenna Grasso, and Samantha Dorsi to sing background vocals..
Kay Pere also provided background vocals and vocal coaching. Bill Pere worked as recording engineer and a
production coordinator as well. Les sang lead vocal and played guitar, bass and mandolin.
Just as President Obama must surely be reminded of the tragedy and its issues when he looks at Grace’s
drawing, we offer our song in the spirit of remembrance. “Grace’s Owl” can be downloaded free of charge from
CD Baby at this link: http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/lesjuliantomhazuka. Please download the song and share it
with everyone you think might want to hear it. Feel free to contact us with your thoughts at
tom@tomhazuka.com and les@lesjulian.com. Please also consider supporting any group working to ensure
that no child leaves this world too soon. Thank you. -- Tom Hazuka
--------------------------CSA IN THE NEWS -- Bill Pere was interviewed by Fox News CT for a piece on the issues surrounding
ASCAP/BMI/SESAC licensing of venues, and the proposed revisions in the compensation for artists receiving
airplay on terrestrial radio. The segment will be aired in the coming week and will be available online.

…and they fed us really well !

MORE CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT COMMENTS:
"This weekend was EXACTLY what I've been needing." On Friday I went and picked up my colleague
Vincent Troyani and we took off for CT to attend The Connecticut SongWriters Association's retreat on top
of a mountain at Camp Whightman. The grounds are beautiful, with all the charm of a New England forest,
rock walls covered in lichen and all.
This was my 3rd year attending this retreat. Last years' occurred just a few weeks after my father had
passed, so it was a far more introspective and rejuvenating experience. A chance to escape and heal. This
year my focus was on attacking my Canada-sized goal list with a fury, and of course to absorb the
workshop.
In a nutshell, the workshop covers Song Writing Technique and Theory, which is really musical
Grammar. English, Poetry, etc and we do on the spot critiques of each person's chosen and presented work.
One of my favorite aspects is "The Creative Compass" which Kay Pere has been developing for some
years.
The retreat was great. It's like "The Real World": CT Music edition -- 16 strangers in a house together for
almost 48 hours. Everyone was amazingly talented and unique. As always little tribes formed and we all
had our own little "crew" for the weekend, though all "tribes" played well together as a community.
--- Jimmy Clark, songwriter, recording artist, coach
========
Hi, Bill and Kay! I Just wanted to tell you how much I feel I profited from the weekend. I have been madly
revising since arriving home yesterday, using suggestions from the critique sessions as well as from the
material covered. The fact that I had several pieces to submit for critiquing made all the difference in the
creative energy that remains with me after the weekend.
Mine is merely one account, but you should know that your efforts were not for naught. I feel sure that the
weekend furnished me with the shot in the arm that I need to make it to the finish line, and believe it
likely equipped many others with a similar renewed dedication as well as new skills. Thank you both!
---Jane Bate, composer, playwright
======
"A great cosmic thank you to you and Kay for the amazing experience! "
-- Vincent Troyani", songwriter/producer

COME JOIN US NEXT YEAR FOR THE CSA
SONGWRITING RETREAT.
GIVE YOUR CREATIVITY AND YOUR CAREER
A JUMP-START.
APRIL 8-10, 2016. SIGN UP EARLY SO YOU
DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS EXPERIENCE
See all the photos and reviews from the past 6 years
at www.ctsongs.com

2015 Voices For Hope Event
The 9th Annual Voices For Hope event brought together 6 CSA members
and a group of talented students from 3 states, for a vocal competition and
Harry Chapin Tribute Concert, to benefit local social services.
Our thanks to Linda Bonadies, Denise Walstra, Larry Batter, Anna Wolk,
Bill Pere, and Kay Pere for their participation.

Bill and Kay Pere with Nora Mullins (2nd place winner) and Kennedy Morris (1st place winner)
The winner of the Voices For Hope vocal competition receives a $500 scholarship award.

Streaming music drowns out CD sales
in US for the first time
US revenue from streaming services like Pandora, Spotify and Apple's Beats eclipsed sales of CDs last year,
according to data from the music industry's trade group. by Joan E. Solsman March 19, 2015
US streaming music sales jumped from 5 percent of the
market five years ago to 27 percent in 2014. Lexy
Savvides/CNET
Prophesies that streaming music is the future -- whether as a
threat or an aspiration -- are starting to come true.
Revenue generated by streaming music last year overtook that
from CDs, the format that once floated the industry's sales to
its high-water mark in the late '90s.
According to data on music sales from the Recording Industry
Association of America, sales in the US from streaming music were $1.87 billion in 2014, the RIAA said,
while CD sales were $1.85 billion. Streaming revenue -- which includes subscription services like Spotify
and Apple's Beats Music, radio like Pandora and Sirius XM, and ad-supported operations like Vevo,
YouTube and free versions of Spotify -- jumped 29 percent last year, while CD revenue dropped 12.7
percent.
Meanwhile, digital downloads, the music purchases that typify Apple's iTunes store, still represented the
biggest slice of the recording industry's revenue. Their sales fell 8.7 percent to $2.58 billion
The data illustrates an increasing shift from purchasing music to own in the form of a downloaded track, CD,
record or cassette tape to a world in which music is increasingly paid for with subscriptions for all-you-caneat access or with advertising. This underlying change in the music industry has led to outcries from some
camps and praise from others.
Overall, total music sales in the US fell 0.5 percent to $6.97 billion last year.
RIAA data showed streaming services making up a larger proportion of the industry's sales total. Streaming
contributed 27 percent of total industry revenue last year, compared with 21 percent a year earlier. Five
years earlier, these services were 5 percent of the total. Digital downloads were 37 percent of the total
market, down from 40 percent the year before, and physical-product sales were 32 percent last year.
One of the most popular segments of digital music was the free, ad-supported services that let people hear
the specific song they're looking for: think Spotify's free version or YouTube. The category grew 34 percent,
though it remained still relatively small at $295 million in revenue.
Paid subscription services, like Spotify Premium, Rhapsody and Beats Music, were up 25 percent to $799
million.
Physical sales, for CDs and the like, continued to slide, down 7.1 percent.

SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a
song or lyric on CD (or do it live) to the
monthly meeting for critiquing by fellow
members. Please bring 20
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State
members may have their songs or lyrics
critiqued by sending one submission with 20
typed copies of lyrics to: CSA, PO Box 511,
Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or
a double stamped return envelope. Please note
that since critiquing is designed to give
constructive feedback and suggestions for
improvement, songs which are meant only to
be shared for self expression (as opposed to
critiqued for improvement) should not be
submitted. These can be presented in
songsharing opportunities.
Questions about CSA Programs? Need To
check your
Membership status? Have a news item to
submit? Want to volunteer for a project?
Seeking a collaborator? Change of Address?
It's easy to contact CSA.
General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail:
info@ctsongs.com
Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership,
Special Projects: CSA membership PO Box
511 Mystic CT 06355 E-Mail:
info@ctsongwriters.com

• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES
AND NETWORKING : CSA provides
opportunities to meet collaborators and
providers of various music services. Make sure
you're listed on our web site.
• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its
members get well-crafted songs targeted to
their best potential market. Songs may be
screened at meetings or by mail. Selected songs
are eligible for inclusion on CSA compilation
albums which are often given to industry pros.
Songs submitted for screening must have been
presented at a prior critique session.
(exceptions on a case-by-case basis)
• PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING
OUTLETS AND DISTRIBUTION :
Recordings by CSA members may be made
available to retail outlets, radio stations, or
Internet Distribution channels.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
OPPORTUNITIES: The LUNCH Program
offers opportunities to be involved in the
production and performance of benefit shows
to address hunger and poverty . For details,
contact info@ctsongwriting.com

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com
Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free
or discounted admission to monthly meetings and critique sessions, participation in the Song
Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion on Compilation CDs, free
classified ads , and discounts on goods and services.
Enclosed is my check or money order to CSA for $ ______
Mail to:
Go to:
CSA Membership
OR
www.ctsongs.com and
PO Box 511
you may join online using
Mystic CT 06355
PayPal

E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com
An investment in CSA is
an investment in yourself!

An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music since 1979
JOIN CSA ONLINE OF BY MAIL: www.ctsongs.com/csajoin.htm

