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1979-2012 : 33 Years of Combining Arts, Education, and Community Outreach
LAST CHANCE TO
JUMP-START YOUR CAREER and
GET ON THE FAST-TRACK

CRITIQUE SESSIONS
Following regular CSA programs, as time permits,
there will be a critique session. To participate in the
critique session, members may bring a song on CD (or
do it live), with 20 copies of typed lyric sheets, and
receive constructive feedback. Critique sessions are a
good forum for works in progress or rough demos.
For best feedback, note on your lyric sheets the
intended genre and audience for your song, and what
your goals are (i.e. picked up by a commercial artist,
self-produce, etc.). The programs at most CSA
monthly meetings, except for special workshops, are
free to members, $5 to non-members, applicable
toward membership if you join within 30 days.
Members are encouraged to bring a friend who might
be interested in what CSA offers. .

The CSA April Program is the Songwriting
Retreat weekend, April 13-15 at Camp
Wightman in North Stonington. A weekend of
Master Classes giving you several years of
accumulated CSA knowledge at one time.
Taught by nationally known artists Bill and Kay
Pere, learn the patented craft and business
techniques that have gotten Bill's songs in
national use and onto a Grammy-winning CD.
Bill's book "Songcrafters' Coloring Book" has
become a standard industry reference book and
is in use on six continents. You'll get individual
attention and some of the best analysis of your
CSA EVENT CALENDAR
(for complete listing see www.ctsongs.com)
songs available in the industry today.
Meals and lodging included. Just a few slots left.
Mar 30-31 SS Cape May Conference
Register now: www.ctsongs.com
Apr 13-15 - CSA Songwriting Retreat
LAST CHANCE!
APRIL 28: The 6th Annual Voices For Hope
Harry Chapin Tribute Concert. See CSA
Community Outreach in Action !
COMING MAY 12:. The annual CSA
Collaboration Workshop. The business and craft
of collaboration, presented in an all-day
workshop that will give you a new perspective
on this important part of creating and marketing
your music. Collaboration is far more that what
you may think it is. Register now:
www.ctsongs.com

Apr 28 - Voices For Hope Finals, Mystic
May 1 - Podunk Songwriting Contest Submission deadline
May 12 - Collaboration Workshop – Mystic
Jun 12 – CSA Meeting, Glastonbury
Jun 17 - CSA Summer Showcase Picnic, Glastonbury
July 10 – CSA Meeting Wesleyan Univ. Middletown
July 20-22 - Summer Songwriting Workshop
Fa ll 2012 - IMC Conference
Dec 8 - LUNCH Holiday Show

Success comes from opportunity.
Opportunity comes from
involvement. Get involved!

Guiding Artists Along the Path from Creation to Realization to Proliferation

DIRECTIONS TO MAY 12 EVENT at the Mystic Workshop, 40
Washington St, Mystic CT. I-95 Exit 90 onto Rt 27/Whitehall Ave. (If
coming North, turn rgt, if coming South, turn left). Follow Rt 27 past
Mystic Seaport. At the 4-way intersection and light, go straight.
Washingtom St is the last right before the end of Rt 27 (intersection with
Rt 1). Parking lot for #40 is on the right
COMING ON RT 1 FROM RI: Turn rgt onto RT 27 in Mystic.
Washington St is the first left.

PLEASE NOTE: If you have any used printer ink cartridges, please bring
them with you to the meeting. CSA can recycle them and receive a donation.

TA X SEA SON !
GET A TAX D ED UC TION FOR Y OUR OL D STUFF !
If you have any old music or office equipment lying around or just old "stuff" that you don't need,
consider donating it to CSA and you'll get a generous tax deduction ! CSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization and all items donated to us can be deducted at their maximum fair market value. We
have helped many folks get nice deductions for their old items, which certainly can be useful to us
either in our regular CSA programs or our community outreach programs through LUNCH. We can
use any office equipment and supplies, old computers, any type of music and studio equipment, and
any type of item that could be used for auction or raffle. We'll provide a tax receipt that will give you
the best possible tax-deduction. If you have anything that you might like to donate, contact Bill Pere
at bill@billpere.com

CSA NEWS
APRIL 28 - See it in action! CSA presents programs on how to produce your own successful benefit
events and partner with the nonprofit sector. On April 28, CSA presents the Annula Voices For Hope
Harry Chapin Tribute Concert to benefit local social services. 7pm, Union Baptist Church, Mystic, CT
www.lunchensemble.com
On March 30-31, Bill and Kay Pere will be featured presenters, representing CSA at the SingerSongwriter Conference in Cape May, NJ. SS Cape May is a fantastic gathering of singer-songwriters
from across the US, along with industry pros who are there to provide workshops, guidance and
mentoring. Check it out at www.sscapemay.com.
CSA has lots of great music equipment fort sale at amazingly LOW process. The list is too long for this
space, but if you're interested, send us an inquiry (info@ctsongs.com
COMING IN MAY
CSA COLLABORATION WORKSHOP
SIGN UP NOW
LAST CHANCE FOR THE CSA SONGWRITING RETREAT !

LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP!

The
Mystic
Workshop
presents
An Ongoing Seminar Series: "The Secrets of Music Business Success"

Saturday May 12, 10am to 5pm
40 Washington Street, Mystic, CT 06355.

10:00-12:00
12:00 - 1:00
1:00 - 2:00
2:00 -3:00
3:00 - 4:30
4:30 - 5:00

- The Craft and Process of Collaboration
- Lunch break
- The business side of collaboration –
Managing shared intellectual property
- Case studies: Collaborations that worked,
including the road to the Grammy
- Hands-on collaborative writing session
- Wrap-up.

www.ctsongs.com

FAST-TRACK YOUR CAREER!
LEARN FROM A TOP INDUSTRY PRO!
This program has been presented at
conferenc es across the U.S.
Register now at www.ctsongs.com
$10 for members of CSA
$15 for non-members
Info: workshops@ctsongwriting.com

or 407-496-2425

THE UN-COMFORT ZONE with Robert Wilson
You’ll Know When You’ve Arrived
During the 1996 Summer Olympics, I saw a young athlete with his brand new silver medal
around his neck and a massive smile on his face. He was so thrilled with his achievement that he was
mixing and mingling with everyone he met on the sidewalk. Perfect strangers were shaking his hand,
slapping him on the back, and having their picture taken with him. I did not know who he was, but it was
clear that he was relishing the highest point of his life to date.
On March 29, 1982, amid thunderous applause, Katherine Hepburn stepped onto the stage at the
Academy Awards to receive the Best Actress Oscar for her performance in On Golden Pond. Was she as
thrilled as the Olympic athlete that I saw? Probably not. It was her fourth. Been there, done that, the
mantle is getting crowded.
In my column titled Pack Mentality, I wrote that human beings are highly motivated by status and
its symbols. A reader contacted me and said she had grown beyond that. She told me how, after 20 years
of financial success, she put the corporate world and materialism behind her. She now works at a fraction
of her previous earnings for a non-profit organization dedicated to enhancing the lives of babies.
I agreed that she had put status and its symbols behind her, but only in one area of her life. I then
asked her what level of comfort was she seeking to achieve in her new career?
Abraham Maslow, in his Theory of Human Motivation, identified five levels of need that people
strive to satisfy (in order, they are: Survival, Safety, Social, Esteem, and Fulfillment). I have found that
we work through those five levels separately in each area of our lives: work, relationships, parenting,
hobbies, sports, volunteering, etc. With each new endeavor, we attempt to pass all the mileposts until we
reach our comfort zone.
There is a joke about parenthood that illustrates this: When the first baby drops her pacifier on the
ground, the parents sterilize it before giving it back; with the second baby, the pacifier gets wiped off;
and with number three, it just gets popped back into his mouth. I used to think the humor referred to how
harried the parent was from handling the needs of three kids, but now I realize it refers to the parent’s
comfort level with raising children.
Status is an esteem need, and the symbols that accompany it are recognition for our achievements.
However, as long as those status symbols remain important to us, then we haven’t mastered that area of
our lives. It is when we are in our comfort zone that the achievement is secure. At that point, the symbols
are no longer important and we are ready to move on to the highest level: fulfillment. You will know you
have reached the peak when you freely share your expertise with people who are levels below you.
Many years ago, I heard an interview with a professional football quarterback. The reporter asked
him if he ever taught his secrets of success to younger up and coming players. He replied, “What, and
lose my job to one of them? Hell no! Let them learn it on their own the way I did.” Clearly, he was not
yet in his comfort zone.
All of us have reached a comfort zone in one or more areas of our lives. I spent six years as a
member of the public speaking organization, Toastmasters International. For the first four years, I was
fully focused on learning and achieving. In that time, I completed two educational levels and won 13
speaking contests. During my last two years in Toastmasters, I became a professional speaker and was no
longer interested in entering the contests. The shine of those “amateur” trophies had worn off a bit, and I
found my joy was in sharing what I already knew with those who were just beginning.
You will know you have reached the highest level, when sharing your expertise is as satisfying as
achievement
Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humorist. He works with companies that want to be more competitive
and with people who want to think like innovators. For more information on Robert's programs please visit
www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com

SONG CRITIQUES Members may bring a song or lyric
on CD (or do it live) to the monthly meeting for
critiquing by fellow members. Please bring 20
copies of typed lyric sheet. Out-of-State members may
have their songs or lyrics critiqued by sending one
submission with 20 typed copies of lyrics to: CSA, PO
Box 511, Mystic CT 06355. Include an e-mail address or a
double stamped return envelope. Please note that since
critiquing is designed to give constructive feedback and
suggestions for improvement, songs which are meant
only to be shared for self expression (as opposed to
critiqued for improvement) should not be submitted.
These can be presented in songsharing opportunities.

• COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES AND
NETWORKING : CSA provides opportunities to meet
collaborators and providers of various music services.
Make sure you're listed on our web site.

Questions about CSA Programs? Need To check your
Membership status? Have a news item to submit?
Want to volunteer for a project? Seeking a
collaborator? Change of Address? It's easy to contact
CSA.

• PARTICIPATION IN CSA MARKETING OUTLETS
AND DISTRIBUTION : Recordings by CSA members
may be made available to retail outlets, radio stations, or
Internet Distribution channels.

General Info: www.ctsongs.com E-mail:
info@ctsongs.com
Change of Address, Newsletter, Membership, Special
Projects: CSA membership PO Box 511 Mystic CT
06355 E-Mail: info@ctsongwriters.com

• SONG SCREENING : CSA helps its members get
well-crafted songs targeted to their best potential
market. Songs may be screened at meetings or by mail.
Selected songs are eligible for inclusion on CSA
compilation albums which are often given to industry
pros. Songs submitted for screening must have been
presented at a prior critique session. (exceptions on a
case-by-case basis)

COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES: The
LUNCH Program offers opportunities to be involved in
the production and performance of benefit shows to
address hunger and poverty . For details, contact
info@ctsongwriting.com

CSA on the Web: www. ctsongs.com

CSA REGISTRATION FORM FOR NEW MEMBERS
NAME ____________________________________________________

Membership Categories

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________

(outside the U.S., please add $10 to all categories)
(All memberships include free electronic Newsletter
Subscription. For a paper copy by mail, add $10 per

__________________________________________________________
E_MAIL (required for newsletter) ___________________________
TODAY'S DATE:________________ BIRTH DATE _____________
PHONE: (________)____________ OCCUPATION: ______________
CHECK WHERE APPROPRIATE __Songwriter __Lyricist
__Vocalist
__Composer __Musician __Patron Other:___________________

year)

1 year New Membership $45
2 year New Membership $80 (save $10)
3 year New Membership $109 (save $26)
Full Time Student (under 19) $40/yr
Senior Citizen (60+) $40/yr
Lifetime $400 one time total
e-Newsletter Subscription only ($25/yr. 12
issues)

Members receive a free 1 year subscription to the monthly newsletter Connecticut Songsmith, free or discounted admission to
monthly meetings and critique sessions, participation in the Song Share Sessions, Song Screening Services, eligibility for inclusion
on Compilation CDs, free classified ads , and discounts on goods and services.

Enclosed is my check or money
Mail to:
CSA Membership
OR
PO Box 511
Mystic CT 06355

order to CSA for $ ______
Go to:
www.ctsongs.com and
you may join online using
PayPal

E-Mail: info@ctsongs.com
An investment in CSA is
an investment in yourself!

An Educational, Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to Improving the Art and Craft of Original Music since 1979

